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Deloitte employees plant 3 hectares of forest on the 
Brussels periphery. 
 
Brussels Zaventem, March 12, 2022 - Deloitte Belgium is planting 5,000 trees at the Keyenberg in 

Sint-Stevens Woluwe on a plot of over 3.16 hectares, comparable to the surface of almost 5 

football fields. The trees will be planted on Saturday 12 and 19 March by Deloitte employees and 

their families. The organisation will also further optimise the existing green area at ‘Het Zeen’ in 

Zaventem. The realisation of this will be done in collaboration with Forest Fwd, specialised in 

company forests, and the municipality of Zaventem. 

Deloitte employees plant their tree 

The new forest will be planted at the Keyenberg in Sint-Stevens-Woluwe, where the soil has recently been 

raised and made ready for afforestation. This forest will become public property to give everyone the chance 

to enjoy the green surroundings. With both the planting of the new forest and the optimisation of the 

existing natural area, Deloitte wants to contribute to greener spaces in Belgium. 

Every Deloitte employee will get the chance to plant a tree in the coming weekends and is free to bring their 

family members to help. Forest Fwd, the first private afforestation company in Belgium, is supporting the 

implementation of this forest as part of a broader initiative to create as much extra forest as possible in 

Belgium.  

Piet Vandendriessche, CEO Deloitte Belgium: "This initiative is in line with Deloitte's two main 

objectives: contributing to the well-being of our staff and to a better environment. With this forest we want 

to literally give the planet and our people more oxygen. We hope that they will use this new nature point to 

re-energise and reconnect with colleagues."    

Experience nature in the forest ‘het Zeen’ 

The existing forest het Zeen in Zaventem, which was already festively opened at the end of September, lies 

in the extension of the Keyenberg, a few kilometres from Gateway where Deloitte is based. Deloitte will 

further optimise the piece of woodland here, and use it, for example, for walking meetings or coaching 

sessions. This beautiful piece of nature came about with the help of the Regionaal Landschap Brabantse 

Kouters, the municipality of Zaventem, Agentschap Natuur en Bos, the Flemish Environment Agency (VMM) 

and the province of Flemish Brabant. The forest is about "experience nature", with walking and cycling paths, 

a deckchair path, flower meadows, additional forest and a pick-your-own orchard. The existing forest het 

Zeen and the new forest in Sint-Stevens-Woluwe will account for 11 hectares of new nature.  

"Deloitte is committed to having a tangible, positive impact on our society every day. After the many Covid 

measures, including working from home, we really want to invest in a healthy and open space. A sustainable 

place where people can meet for walking meetings or team events, and relax after the working day," says 

Hilde Van de Velde, Chief Purpose Officer Deloitte. 
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From 1 hectare to 30 hectares of forest in Zaventem 

The initiative is also important for the municipality of Zaventem.  "This new piece of woodland, which we can 

plant for our municipality together with Deloitte, fits in perfectly with the Zaventem Climate Action Plan and 

the European Covenant of Mayors. Different departments and citizens worked out a strong plan together, 

containing 120 concrete actions to reduce the CO2 emissions of our municipality. The realization of this new 

forest makes it clear that together with our residents and companies we are shaping the municipality of the 

future and we are all helping to build a place that is attractive, healthy and climate-neutral," say Ingrid 

Holemans, Mayor of Zaventem, and Bart Dewandeleer, First deputy of the municipality of 

Zaventem.  

According to the VSGB figures from ANB (Agency for Nature and Forest for the Flemish Urban Area around 

Brussels), in 2014 there was only one hectare of accessible forest in Zaventem. In less than 10 years, more 

than 15 hectares have been added (Vliegbos 7 ha, Zeen 8 ha, Kersenberg 0.5 ha). And in the next two years 

this will double again (Zavelbos 8,5 ha, Woluwedal 1,3 ha, Keyenbergbos 2,5 ha). This will increase the size 

of forests from barely one hectare to almost 30 hectares in a decade. 

Deloitte in Belgium 

A leading audit and consulting practice in Belgium, Deloitte offers value added services in audit, accounting, 

tax and legal, consulting, financial advisory services, and risk advisory services. 

In Belgium, Deloitte has more than 5,100 employees in 11 locations across the country, serving national and 

international companies, from small and middle-sized enterprises, to public sector and non-profit organisations. 

The turnover reached 635 million euros in the financial year 2021. 

Deloitte Belgium BV is the Belgian affiliate of Deloitte NSE LLP, a member firm of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu 

Limited. Deloitte is focused on client service through a global strategy executed locally in more than 150 

countries. With access to the deep intellectual capital in the region of 345,000 people worldwide, our member 

firms (including their affiliates) deliver services in various professional areas covering audit, tax, consulting, 

and financial advisory services. Our member firms serve over one-half of the world’s largest companies, as 

well as large national enterprises, public institutions, and successful, fast-growing global companies. In 2021, 

DTTL's turnover reached over $50.2 billion. 

Deloitte refers to a Deloitte member firm, one or more of its related entities, or Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu 

Limited, a UK private company limited by guarantee (“DTTL”). DTTL and each its member firms are legally 

separate and independent entities. DTTL (also referred to as “Deloitte Global”) does not provide services to 

clients. Please see www.deloitte.com/about for a detailed description of DTTL and its member firms. 
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