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Resilience and agility steer Best Managed Companies 
through economically challenging times 
For the first time in Belgium six companies obtain the Gold label 

 

Brussels, 7 May 2021 

 

In its fourth year, the Best Managed Companies programme recognises private companies for 

their business success. Participants in the programme are evaluated against a proven global 

framework: a clear long term strategy, extensive capabilities, strong commitment, and excellent 

financial performance. This year 24 Belgian private companies have been selected by the 

independent jury of which six companies now bear the Gold label— CE+T Group, EASI, E.D.&A., 

LVD Group, Vanbreda Risk & Benefits, and Vandersanden Group. The Gold label rewards the Best 

Managed Companies that have successfully retained the recognition for four consecutive years. 

 

Bruno Peelaers, Best Managed Companies Programme Director: “After a challenging year for many 

businesses, it feels more important than ever to acknowledge the leadership these private companies 

embody. It requires resilience and agility. These are precisely values that the Best Managed Companies 

programme rewards, supports and stimulates. Best Managed Companies demonstrate a great ability to 

manage opportunities and threats, an optimistic and clear vision of the future, as well as a strong 

commitment to a sustainable strategy. These assets allow them to embrace the world of tomorrow and 

capitalise on their strengths. Through the programme, we intend to help companies grow stronger and 

support economic growth in the country.” 

 

Since 2018 Deloitte Private and Econopolis, joined by KU Leuven in 2019, have been searching for excellence 

in business performance in the Belgian entrepreneurial landscape. Throughout the application process of the 

programme the companies are accompanied by a Deloitte Private Best Managed Companies coach. The 

coaches challenge strategy, operational and financial processes against the international Best Managed 

Companies framework. Once enrolled in the programme, companies can continue to participate in the 

process year after year. The programme continues its expansion this year by recognising companies that 

have successfully retained the Best Managed Companies label for four consecutive years. 

 

Nikolaas Tahon, Chairman Deloitte Belgium and Best Managed Companies Lead: “Every year we are 

surprised by the openness and willingness of these entrepreneurs to engage in a discussion about their 

strengths and challenges. In times of the global pandemic we see the agility with which these companies 

adapt to unforeseen circumstances and turn their challenges into a competitive advantage.”  

 

The independent jury rigorously evaluates the participants’ management capability and practices against the 

proven global Best Managed Companies framework criteria. The external jury is led by Françoise Chombar, 

CEO Melexis, supported by five academic and entrepreneurial members: Koenraad Debackere, Professor KU 
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Leuven and Chairman KBC Group, Geert Noels, CEO and Chief Economist Econopolis, Rik Jacob, former CEO 

Ardo, Rik Vera, Chairman and founding partner Nexxworks, and Yves Noël, former CEO NMC.  

 

24 companies recognised as Best Managed Company of which six receive the Gold label  

 

This year’s five laureates Aertssen Group, Belgian Pork group, Elneo, Locinox and VK Architects & Engineers 

join the group of 19 Best Managed Companies that have retained the label.  

 

In 2018, CE+T Group, EASI, E.D.&A., LVD Group, Vanbreda Risk & Benefits, and Vandersanden Group 

received the Best Managed Company label for the first time and now bear the Gold label in recognition of 

retaining the Best Managed Company label for four consecutive years. Easyfairs, EXKi, Golazo, Soudal Group, 

and Thomas & Piron obtained their Best Managed Companies recognition in 2019. Followed in 2020 by 

Provan, Quality by Design, Sack Zelfbouw, Saey, Stadsbader, Vandenbussche, Vanheede Environment 

Group, and Zuidnatie. 

 

Antwerp (6) Aertssen Group, E.D.&A., Quality by Design, 

Soudal Group, Vanbreda Risk & Benefits, 

Zuidnatie 

Brussels (2) Easyfairs, EXKi 

East Flanders (3) Vandenbussche, VK Architects & Engineers, Sack 

Zelfbouw 

West Flanders (6) Belgian Pork Group, Locinox, LVD Group, Saey, 

Stadsbader, Vanheede Environment Group,  

Limburg (3) Provan, Golazo, Vandersanden Group 

Walloon Brabant (1) EASI 

Liège (2) CE+T Group, Elneo 

Luxembourg (1) Thomas & Piron 

 

 

About Best Managed Companies 

In 2017 Deloitte Private launched Belgium Best Managed Companies in collaboration with Econopolis, joined 

by KU Leuven in 2019. The programme aims to provide guidance and recognition for Belgian privately owned 

and managed companies that achieve excellent results.  

 

The globally proven framework is used to assess their leadership qualities and practices in the areas of 

strategy, capabilities, commitment, and financial performance. Companies wishing to participate in the 

programme must have a turnover exceeding €10 million. They must have been established for at least five 

years, with more than 25 full-time employees and a majority stake (> 60%) owned by a Belgian resident, 

person or entity. The company’s HQ or a major decision centre must be located in Belgium and they must be 

fully compliant from a legal, tax and ethical perspective.  

 

The Best Managed Companies label is intended to become an international label denoting quality and 

excellence. The programme was developed 28 years ago in Canada and has been rolled out in the meantime 

over 35 countries worldwide.   

 

Deloitte in Belgium 

 

A leading audit and consulting practice in Belgium, Deloitte offers value added services in audit, accounting, 

tax and legal, consulting, financial advisory services, and risk advisory services. 

 

In Belgium, Deloitte has more than 4,500 employees in 11 locations across the country, serving national and 

international companies, from small and middle-sized enterprises, to public sector and non-profit 

organisations. The turnover reached 607 million euros in the financial year 2020. 



 

 

 

Deloitte Belgium BV is the Belgian affiliate of Deloitte NSE LLP, a member firm of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu 

Limited. Deloitte is focused on client service through a global strategy executed locally in more than 150 

countries. With access to the deep intellectual capital in the region of 330.000 people worldwide, our 

member firms (including their affiliates) deliver services in various professional areas covering audit, tax, 

consulting, and financial advisory services. Our member firms serve over one-half of the world’s largest 

companies, as well as large national enterprises, public institutions, and successful, fast-growing global 

companies. In 2020, DTTL's turnover reached over $47.6 billion. 

 

Deloitte refers to a Deloitte member firm, one or more of its related entities, or Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu 

Limited, a UK private company limited by guarantee (“DTTL”). DTTL and each its member firms are legally 

separate and independent entities. DTTL (also referred to as “Deloitte Global”) does not provide services to 

clients. Please see www.deloitte.com/about for a detailed description of DTTL and its member firms. 
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