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Gi3 alert 
ICON (VLAIO): second call for artificial 
intelligence (AI) and cybersecurity (CS) 
projects 

 

 

Just as the steam engine or electricity, artificial intelligence is another 
transversal and generic technology that will drastically change our world. The 
personalisation of healthcare, renewed production processes, translation 
applications or traffic optimisation are among the many concrete applications 
offered by AI technology. With the thematic ICON projects on artificial 
intelligence (AI-ICON) and cybersecurity (CS-ICON), VLAIO wants to bridge the 
gap between research results in these two technological areas, along their 
applications in the Flemish business world. Priority is given to projects with 
high added value for Flanders. Submissions are possible until 20 August 2021, 
after mandatory pre-notification by 14 April 2021. 
 

What is an ICON project? 
ICON (Interdisciplinary Cooperative Research) is a formula in which 
multidisciplinary research teams of scientists, industry partners and/or social-
profit organisations collaborate to find innovative solutions, which then find 
their way into market offerings from participating partners and beyond. 
 
Within the ICON project, two different segments can be identified, one for 
business and one for research. At least 3 Flemish unrelated enterprises with 
legal personality are required to participate in the business segment, whereby 
none of the enterprises will bear more than 70% of costs. Additionally, 
knowledge should be developed within Flanders during project 
implementation, and results should also be evaluated within the region after 
project implementation. 
 
The research segment is submitted by at least one Flemish research 
organisation (i.e. Flemish university, university college or any other research 
organisation established in the Flemish Region). Furthermore, the following 
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specific precondition applies: Flemish scientific institutions that receive a 
donation from the Flemish government must always cooperate with at least 
one other Flemish research organisation within the research segment of an 
ICON thematic project.  Several research organisations can also form a 
consortium, in which one organisation is appointed as project coordinator. 
 

Thematic ICON projects and budget allocation 
With the Flemish policy plans on Artificial Intelligence and Cybersecurity, 
Flanders wants to invest EUR 32 million and EUR 20 million per year 
respectively in AI and CS. In this new call, the application domains are even 
further broadened. Within the artificial intelligence theme, application areas 
include but are not limited to health, industry 4.0, government and citizens, 
circular economy, energy and mobility. 
 
The business segment in ICON is entitled to a maximum aid percentage of 60%. 
The project duration of the research segment must be in accordance with the 
business segment of thematic ICON and is typically 2 years. The research 
segment is funded at 100%. 
 

 

Contacts   

If you have any questions concerning the items in this alert, please contact 
your usual tax consultant at our Deloitte office in Belgium or: 
 
• Jan Pattyn, jpattyn@deloitte.com, + 32 2 600 68 55 
• Pieter Spincemaille, pspincemaille@deloitte.com, + 32 2 800 21 82 
• Jelena Luetic, jluetic@deloitte.com, + 32 2 301 82 09  
• Margo Vanmeerbeeck, mvanmeerbeeck@deloitte.com, + 32 2 800 20 97  
 
For general inquiries, please contact: 
bedeloittetax@deloitte.com, + 32 2 600 60 00 
 
Be sure to visit us at our website: http://www.deloitte.com/be/tax 
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