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Gi3 alert 
How does the Brexit deal affect EU 
funding participation for UK entities?  

 

 

After effectively entering the post-Brexit landscape on 1 January 2021, 
following the 24 December 2021 Brexit deal (The EU-UK Trade and 
Cooperation Agreement), UK entities will specifically need to examine whether 
they can still benefit from EU funding. 

For ongoing (or pending) Horizon 2020 applications, UK entities can continue 
to participate and receive funding in Horizon 2020 projects (and previous 
programmes) until their closure; regardless of call deadlines, project start dates 
or the Grant Agreement’s entry into force (even if these dates fall after 31 
December 2020). When restrictions apply, these will be clearly specified in the 
call for proposals1. 
 
Although a Brexit deal is in place, several details still have to be agreed upon, 
including details regarding the UK’s participation in the new Multiannual 
Financial Framework (MFF) 2021-2027. 

• The UK government confirmed that they will not continue to participate in  
the Erasmus+ student exchange programme. Instead, the UK initiated its 
own replacement programme “Turing”, which will initially be awarded GBP 
100 million and is forecast to support 35,000 UK student exchanges abroad. 

• On the other hand, the UK does intend to remain in the new Horizon Europe 
programme for Research and Innovation. The exact conditions still have to 
be negotiated, but it is likely that the UK will obtain Associated State status 
in this programme (as with Switzerland, Sweden and Iceland). According to 
the treaty however, UK entities will not be able to compete for funding from 
the European Innovation Council funds (e.g. the EIC Accelerator fund), 
which are part of Horizon Europe. 

• The UK is committed to the Copernicus (the European Earth Observation) 
and Euratom (European Atomic Energy Community) programmes, while 
discussions are still in progress on whether they will participate or withdraw 
from the Space Surveillance and Tracking programme. 

http://www2.deloitte.com/us/en.html


In summary, UK legal entities will likely be able to participate in most but not all 
new EU funding programmes. Due to occurring exceptions, it is advisable for 
UK legal entities to have a close look at this area before joining an EU project 
and/or consortium. 

1 On the EU Funding and Tenders Portal, it is stated: “Irrespective of the outcome of the 
negotiations on the future relationship between the EU and the UK, the UK and persons or entities 
established in the UK continue to be eligible to receive Union funds under actions carried out in 
direct, indirect or shared management, which implement Union programmes and activities 
committed under the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) 2014-2020 (and previous periods) 
until the closure of those Union programmes and activities in conformity with the EU-UK 
Withdrawal Agreement (“Brexit Deal”).” 
 

 

Contacts   

If you have any questions concerning the items in this alert, please contact 
your usual tax consultant at our Deloitte office in Belgium or: 
 
• Renaud Hendricé, rhendrice@deloitte.com, +32 496 578 441 
• Corjan Visser, corvisser@deloitte.nl, +31 88 2882127 
• Alistair Davies, aldavies@deloitte.co.uk, +44 2920 264272 
 
For general inquiries, please contact: 
bedeloittetax@deloitte.com, + 32 2 600 60 00 
 
Be sure to visit us at our website: http://www.deloitte.com/be/tax 
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