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Latest political developments 

After the EU Council of 10 April 2019, the EU and the UK have 

agreed on a new “flexible extension” to Article 50 until 31 
October 2019. Should its MPs pass the Withdrawal Agreement, 
the UK will be able to leave the EU before the end of October. 

The UK must hold European elections in May 2019. If it fails to 

do so, it will need to leave the EU on 1 June without a deal.  

Talks regarding a Brexit solution within the UK will continue, 
while the EU Council maintains that it will not reopen 

negotiations on the withdrawal agreement. 

 

Changes to Belgian Customs 
Legislation 
 
The Belgian authorities are aiming to fully prepare for a 
potential “no-deal” scenario. In addition to operational 

preparations, government is approving draft legislation at 

https://www2.deloitte.com/be/en/pages/tax/topics/Brexit-Readiness-Centre-Deloitte-Belgium.html
https://www2.deloitte.com/be/en/pages/tax/topics/Brexit-Readiness-Centre-Deloitte-Belgium.html


different levels to govern a transition in case a “no-deal” Brexit 
occurs. 

 
The draft bill regarding the United Kingdom’s withdrawal from 

the European Union, which was approved in the Federal 
Chamber on 27 March 2019 (Dutch | French), includes 

relevant changes for economic operators in the field of 
customs and trade. 

Read the full article published by the law firm Laga 

 

EU contingency measures 

The European Commission completed its “no-deal” 
preparations, which include 90 preparedness notices, 3 
Commission Communications, and 19 legislative proposals. 

The European Council adopted 17 of these 19 legislative acts 
(some of the 17 measures are outlined below). 

The new EU legislation aims to mitigate impact in a limited 
number of areas where a “no-deal” outcome would create 
major disruption for citizens and businesses across the EU27 

states. 

Social Security coordination 

This regulation aims to safeguard the social security rights of 
EU member state citizens in the UK, and that of UK nationals 

in EU27 territory, having benefited from the right of free 
movement before the UK's withdrawal from the EU. 

Erasmus+ and PEACE programmes 

This regulation ensures that students participating in the 

Erasmus+ programme can complete their studies and continue 
to receive the relevant funding or grants in the event of a "no-

deal". 

Another regulation ensures continued funding, until 2020, of 

the PEACE and INTERREG VA programmes that are ongoing 
between the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland. 

Fisheries 

A new regulation will allow EU fishermen and operators to 

receive compensation, under the European Maritime and 
Fisheries Fund (EMFF) framework, for the temporary freeze of 
activities triggered by a sudden closure of UK waters that 

would block EU fishing vessel access. 

Another regulation aims to ensure that the EU can grant UK 

vessels access to EU waters until the end of 2019, subject to 
reciprocity from the UK. It also includes a simplified 
authorisation procedure valid for both parties. 

Transport 

The EU has taken temporary measures to ensure basic air 
transport connectivity, basic road freight and road passenger 
connectivity in the event of a "no-deal" Brexit. These 

measures also require reciprocity from the UK. Rules are also 

https://www.dekamer.be/kvvcr/showpage.cfm?section=/none&leftmenu=no&language=nl&cfm=/site/wwwcfm/flwb/flwbn.cfm?lang=F&legislat=54&dossierID=3554
https://www.dekamer.be/kvvcr/showpage.cfm?section=/none&leftmenu=no&language=fr&cfm=/site/wwwcfm/flwb/flwbn.cfm?lang=F&legislat=54&dossierID=3554
https://www.laga.be/content/dam/assets/lg/Documents/legal-news/Laga%20Brexit%20Alert_Customs.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-1813_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-1813_en.htm
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/PE-62-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/PE-55-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/PE-12-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/PE-35-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/PE-36-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/PE-68-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/PE-68-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/PE-67-2019-INIT/en/pdf


in place to maintain security for flights between the EU and 
the UK. 

In addition, the EU has adapted its trans-European transport 
networks to ensure continuity for infrastructure investment. 

Amended legislation on ship inspection organisations will 
provide legal certainty for ship operators when the UK leaves 

the EU. 

Dual-use items 

The Council has also adopted an amendment to the regulation 
regarding the export of certain dual-use items. This includes 

the UK in the list of low-risk third countries covered by the EU 
general export authorisations. 
 

 

EU guidance for movement of goods 
in case of a “no-deal” 

Aspects of excise in relation to movement of 
goods ongoing on the withdrawal date 

This note provides guidance on the consequences of the UK 
being considered as a third country for the cross-border intra-

EU movement of excise goods between the UK and EU27.  

Customs related matters in case of a “no-deal” 

This guidance note addresses a situation where the UK 
becomes a third country on the withdrawal date without a 

withdrawal agreement. As of the withdrawal date, the Union 
rules in the field of customs no longer apply to the UK. The UK 

will be treated as any other third country with which the EU 
does not have any preferential trade relationship, or customs 

and other agreements or arrangements. As of withdrawal 
date, appropriate rules in the field of customs, including the 
common customs tariff and EU commercial policy measures, 

will apply to the UK. 

 

UK trade agreements 

The UK has reached a deal to continue trade with Iceland and 

Norway in case of a “no-deal” scenario, as it will be excluded 
from existing bilateral agreements between the two latter 
countries and the EU. 

The UK government has also published guidance for how UK 
businesses can continue operations in Ireland and Switzerland 

after Brexit. 

 

HMRC Zeebruges event 

On 14 March 2019, the HMRC held an event at the Belgian 
port of Zeebruges, in order to update on key changes to 

processes and procedures that may apply after the UK leaves 
the EU. 
 

https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/PE-22-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/PE-13-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/PE-23-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/guidance-excise-ongoing-movements.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/guidance-customs-procedures.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ireland-providing-services-after-eu-exit?utm_source=POLITICO.EU&utm_campaign=fdec145d83-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_03_19_02_08&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_10959edeb5-fdec145d83-190283033
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/switzerland-providing-services-after-eu-exit?utm_source=POLITICO.EU&utm_campaign=fdec145d83-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_03_19_02_08&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_10959edeb5-fdec145d83-190283033


The focus of the event was on areas including customs 
procedures, import and export of food, live animals, animal 

products and feed, plants and fish, as well as the impact on 
transport infrastructure beyond border points. 

 

How can we help? 

With this new “flexible extension” of Article 50 in place, 

businesses have much needed breathing space to ensure their 
Brexit preparations. Although the likelihood of a “no-deal” 
scenario occurring soon has decreased, it remains a real 

possibility and should not be discounted (as reflected by 
Belgian and EU legislative preparations). 

 
Below are among Deloitte’s solutions to help companies with 

Brexit readiness. 
 

Easy-access Brexit workshops 

An accessible, entry-level Brexit readiness solution for small, 

medium and larger business organisations that are taking their 
first steps in the Brexit journey, or would like to validate their 
preparations thus far with external subject matter experts. 

 
Read more 

 

Brexit learning solutions 

Brexit will have implications for many departments in your 
organisation, regardless of the final shape it takes.  

 
Deloitte's Brexit Learning Solutions helps enhance 
organisational awareness and knowledge around dealing with 

the business and operational impact brought by Brexit. 
 

Read more 
 

Brexit readiness request 

Would you like to be contacted by our Brexit experts regarding 

a specific issue or impact area? 

Please use this online form to specify which area(s) you would 
like help with and elaborate on your concern. 

 

https://www2.deloitte.com/be/en/pages/tax/solutions/Brexit-easy-access-workshops.html
https://www2.deloitte.com/be/en/pages/tax/solutions/Brexit-Learning-Solutions-Deloitte-Belgium.html
https://www2.deloitte.com/be/en/pages/tax/solutions/General-Brexit-Readiness-Deloitte-Belgium/Brexit-readiness-request.html


Contacts  

 

If you have any questions concerning the items in this alert, please 

contact your regular consultant at our Deloitte office in Belgium 

or: 

 
• Fernand Rutten, Global Trade Advisory, frutten@deloitte.com   

• Daan De Vlieger, Global Trade Advisory, ddevlieger@deloitte.com  

• Liesbet Nevelsteen, Global VAT Compliance, lnevelsteen@deloitte.com  

• Pieter Van Hoecke, VAT Advisory & Compliance, pivanhoecke@deloitte.com  

• Koen Beckers, Global Employer Services, kbeckers@deloitte.com   

• Filip Van Overmeiren, Global Employer Services, fvanovermeiren@deloitte.com  

• Eric von Frenckell, Laga (Corporate/International tax), evonfrenckell@laga.be  

• Jürgen Egger, Laga (Commercial law), jegger@laga.be  

• Jasmijn Verraes, Laga (Commercial law), jverraes@laga.be  

• Anne-Line Servaes, Deloitte Private (SMEs), aservaes@deloitte.com  

• Richard Doherty, Deloitte Brexit Programme Co-Leader, rdoherty@deloitte.com  

 

For general inquiries, please contact: 

bedeloittetax@deloitte.com, + 32 2 600 60 00 

 

Be sure to visit us at our website: http://www.deloitte.com/be/tax | 

http://www.laga.be 
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