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Latest political developments 

After continued UK-EU talks, there were three crucial votes in 
the UK parliament (12, 13 and 14 March 2019). The first vote 

saw another defeat for the Withdrawal Agreement. On 13 
March 2019, UK MPs rejected a “no-deal” Brexit under any 

circumstances (but the vote is formally not legally binding). 
Finally, yesterday, the UK parliament voted in favour of 
requesting an extension to Article 50. 

It is expected that Theresa May will ask for a third “meaningful 
vote” on the Withdrawal Agreement on or before 20 March 

2019. The result of that vote will determine the length of the 
required extension of the deadline, which will then need to be 
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approved unanimously by the 27 EU Member State leaders 
meeting in the European Council  on 21-22 March. 

As a result of this week’s political developments, all scenarios 
remain possible: 

 No deal Brexit (if the European Council declines to approve 
an extension after 29 March) 

 Further vote(s) on and potential approval of the existing 
Withdrawal Agreement 

 Major renegotiation of the terms of the UK’s departure 

 Another referendum 
 General election in the UK 

 Another no-confidence vote in the UK government 
 No Brexit 

 

Belgium Brexit contingency 

measures 

On 27 February 2019, the Belgian Parliament adopted a law to 
mitigate Brexit’s impact on businesses and individuals. 

Right of residence of UK nationals 

British citizens and their family members’ right of residence 
will be maintained after the UK’s withdrawal from the EU in a 

transitional period running until 31 December 2020. 

All currently pending residence applications will be treated 

according to pre-Brexit rules. Applications submitted after the 
UK’s withdrawal will be subject to rules applicable to third-
country nationals.  

Pre-Brexit rules will apply to residence applications by family 
members of UK nationals already working in Belgium before 

the withdrawal date. However, these applications must be 
submitted before 31 December 2020. 
 

Social Security Systems coordination 

Subject to the UK’s reciprocal commitment, Belgium will 

(temporarily) continue to apply the rules contained in the 
European social security coordination regulations. This will 
only concern branches which fall within federal competence 

(thus excluding family benefits and certain long-term care 
benefits which fall within regional competence). 

This measure will apply as of the UK’s withdrawal until 31 
December 2020. 
 

Employment 

New ‘first employment’ rules are introduced to ensure that 

young UK individuals (under the age of 26) are treated as EU 
citizens until 31 December 2020. 

 
Energy 

The EU’s internal natural gas market aims to contribute to the 

security of supply and sustainability of the EU economy. Brexit 
will see the UK leave this market. 

http://www.dekamer.be/flwb/pdf/54/3554/54K3554001.pdf


In case of a “no-deal” Brexit, the introduction of new rules 
ensures that Belgium can decide to apply European network 

codes and continue to apply the binding directives to 
Interconnector (UK) Limited in accordance with their 

provisions. 

The objective is to avoid any post-Brexit insecurity and legal 

vacuum for market players, regarding access to physical and 
financial energy assets in the Belgian and UK energy markets. 
 

Finance 

The regime of third-country investment firms will, to a certain 

extent, be aligned with that of investment firms governed by 
the law of an EU Member State. 
 

Economy 

The law introduces new rules relating to the activities and 

supervision of insurance intermediaries carrying out 
"mandated underwriter" activities (i.e. when insurers give 
power of attorney to third parties to subscribe to risks on their 

behalf, these third parties have a mandate to bind the 
insurer). 

 

UK Brexit contingency measures 

Customs and Trade 

Import tariff schedule and Republic of Ireland-Northern 
Ireland border 

On 13 March 2019, the UK government announced two trade 

measures in case the UK leaves the European Union without a 
deal: 

 
 A temporary import tariff schedule that would be in place 

for up to 12 months. This is a draft version subject to 

Parliamentary approval. 
 A unilateral, temporary approach to checks, processes and 

tariffs in Northern Ireland. 
 

These trade measures will reduce the cross-border frictions for 

goods imported into the UK and will mitigate the impact of a 
possible “hard Brexit” scenario. 

 
Read more 

 
Trade remedy measures 

On 25 February 2019, the Department for International Trade 

(DIT) set out the current EU trade remedy measures the UK 
will continue to apply when the UK leaves the European Union. 

In total, 43 trade remedy measures that currently apply to 
imports from outside the EU will be transitioned into UK law in 
case of a “no-deal” Brexit (including ceramic tiles, tableware 

and kitchenware from China, steel and iron products from 
countries including Belarus, Brazil, China, Iran, Russia and the 

USA, etc.). 66 other EU trade remedy measures will not apply 
to the UK after Brexit. 

https://www2.deloitte.com/content/dam/Deloitte/be/Documents/tax/TaxAlerts/CustomsFlashes/Global%20trade%20news%20-%20UK%20customs%20Brexit%20contingency%20measures%20-%2014%20Mar%202019.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/call-for-evidence-to-identify-uk-interest-in-existing-eu-trade-remedy-measures/outcome/final-findings-of-the-call-for-evidence-into-uk-interest-in-existing-eu-trade-remedy-measures
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/call-for-evidence-to-identify-uk-interest-in-existing-eu-trade-remedy-measures/outcome/final-findings-of-the-call-for-evidence-into-uk-interest-in-existing-eu-trade-remedy-measures


 

Financial services in case of no deal 

The UK government published notes in order to prepare 

financial services such as banking and insurance for UK 
residents, businesses based in the UK, EEA residents, and 
financial services institutions, in case no withdrawal agreement 

is reached between the UK and the EU. 
 

Upcoming Brexit webinar 

18 March 2019 | 11:00 pm CET 

Join us to discuss the latest developments following the latest 
round of votes in the UK parliament. 
 

Register here 
 

Brexit learning solutions 

Brexit will have implications for many departments in your 
organisation, regardless of the final shape it takes.  

 
Deloitte's Brexit Learning Solutions helps enhance 
organisational awareness and knowledge around dealing with 

the business and operational impact brought by Brexit. 
 

Read more 
 

How can we help? 

Easy-access Brexit workshops 

An accessible, entry-level Brexit readiness solution for small, 

medium and larger business organisations that are taking their 
first steps in the Brexit journey, or would like to validate their 

preparations thus far with external subject matter experts. 
 

Read more 
 

Brexit readiness request 

Would you like to be contacted by our Brexit experts regarding 

a specific issue or impact area? 

Please use this online form to specify which area(s) you would 
like help with and elaborate on your concern. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/banking-insurance-and-other-financial-services-if-theres-no-brexit-deal?utm_source=beba81c7-b615-481e-8da0-2445a8a3f336&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://ukpages.deloitte.com/index.php/email/emailWebview?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiT0dVM1pHUmpPR1kyTldZdyIsInQiOiJpOU04U1RHQ0E5V3JHNURaamxhXC90SHFVWUNlYTdYclMwTEQ4S0JtUVRXXC91MmZLU1RrZ1hKaHlONVwvRFpvWlFhcDkzd1YxNHA2Kzh2VGo5Mm9ydTZJQUZUTVVpYWtMU1Y4UTRiZGNyaTBSRzArUk1KQlpqNUd1UzhrWU5HYVN4QSJ9
https://www2.deloitte.com/be/en/pages/tax/solutions/Brexit-Learning-Solutions-Deloitte-Belgium.html
https://www2.deloitte.com/be/en/pages/tax/solutions/Brexit-easy-access-workshops.html
https://www2.deloitte.com/be/en/pages/tax/solutions/General-Brexit-Readiness-Deloitte-Belgium/Brexit-readiness-request.html


Contacts  

 

If you have any questions concerning the items in this alert, please 

contact your regular consultant at our Deloitte office in Belgium 

or: 

 
• Fernand Rutten, Global Trade Advisory, frutten@deloitte.com   

• Daan De Vlieger, Global Trade Advisory, ddevlieger@deloitte.com  

• Liesbet Nevelsteen, Global VAT Compliance, lnevelsteen@deloitte.com  

• Pieter Van Hoecke, VAT Advisory & Compliance, pivanhoecke@deloitte.com  

• Koen Beckers, Global Employer Services, kbeckers@deloitte.com   

• Filip Van Overmeiren, Global Employer Services, fvanovermeiren@deloitte.com  

• Eric von Frenckell, Laga (Corporate/International tax), evonfrenckell@laga.be  

• Jürgen Egger, Laga (Commercial law), jegger@laga.be  

• Jasmijn Verraes, Laga (Commercial law), jverraes@laga.be  

• Anne-Line Servaes, Deloitte Private (SMEs), aservaes@deloitte.com  

• Richard Doherty, Deloitte Brexit Programme Co-Leader, rdoherty@deloitte.com  

 

For general inquiries, please contact: 

bedeloittetax@deloitte.com, + 32 2 600 60 00 

 

Be sure to visit us at our website: http://www.deloitte.com/be/tax | 

http://www.laga.be 
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