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Belgium deposits instrument of 
ratification for Multilateral 

Instrument (MLI) implementation 
 

On 26 June 2019, Belgium deposited the ratification 

instrument enacting the Multilateral Convention to Implement 
Tax Treaty Related Measures to Prevent BEPS (“MLI”).  
 

The MLI is a product of the OECD’s BEPS project and 
introduces changes to bilateral tax treaties worldwide through 

a multilateral instrument. The MLI aims to tackle tax treaty 
abuse, improve dispute resolution, prevent the artificial 
avoidance of permanent establishment status and neutralise 

the effects of hybrid mismatch arrangements.  
 

Signatory countries can select the double tax treaties they 
want to modify (“covered treaties”) and the subsequent 
adjustments (opt-in approach with possibility for 

reservations). These adjustments will only apply to a bilateral 
tax treaty if both countries consider the treaty to be covered 

and if they make the same opt-in choice per relevant treaty 
provision. The entry into force of covered treaty provision 
changes depends on the date upon which both countries 

submitted the ratification instrument with the OECD, and 
differs for treaty withholding and other provisions. Different 

entry into force dates will therefore apply in function of the 
relevant covered treaty and specific treaty provision.   
 

Belgium selected to cover 99 double tax treaties. Its positions 
and reservations on the relevant treaty provisions can be 

consulted here (currently only available in French).  

http://www.oecd.org/tax/treaties/beps-mli-position-belgium-instrument-deposit.pdf


 
Based on the current ratification status, the MLI will bring 

changes to Belgium’s bilateral tax treaties with 22 countries, 
which include Australia, France, Ireland, India, Luxembourg, 

Malta, Poland, Russia, Singapore, Sweden, the United Arab 
Emirates and the United Kingdom, to name a few. The actual 

impact and entry into force will depend on each relevant 
country choice made. Additional bilateral tax treaties 
concluded by Belgium will likely be affected by the MLI as soon 

as the corresponding countries complete their own ratification 
procedures.  

 
A useful OECD “mapping database” is made available, and 
allows MLI entry into force tracking (following ratification 

document deposits). 
 

Changes to Belgian bilateral tax treaty provisions may be 
broad and fundamental. They may also have different tax and 
tax compliance consequences, as well as indirect Transfer 

Pricing consequences. Deloitte recommends that groups pro-
actively perform an impact assessment of their corporate and 

operational models, and of their financial transactions.  

 

Contacts   
 

If you have any questions concerning the items in this alert, 
please contact your usual tax consultant at our Deloitte office 
in Belgium. 

 
For general inquiries, please contact: 

bedeloittetax@deloitte.com, + 32 2 600 60 00 
 
Be sure to visit us at our website: 

http://www.deloitte.com/be/tax 
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