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A draft amendment to the Program Law of 27 December 2004 introducing a reduced energy
contribution rate on supplies of natural gas was released on 21 October 2015. The draft amendment
introduces a new energy contribution of EUR 0.54 per MWh on natural gas used as fuel for
professional purposes, while the current energy contribution stands at EUR 0.9916 per MWh.
Background
The Program Law of 27 December 2004 implemented excise duties on energy products and
electricity. Within this framework and amongst others, an energy contribution is levied on supplies of
electricity and natural gas to private and commercial consumers.
Until 31 December 2013 (for the Walloon Region) and 31 December 2014 (for the Flemish Region),
companies who adhered to an environmental agreement (“accords de branche – 1st generation” in
the Walloon Region or “audit-or benchmarkingconvenant” in the Flemish Region) could benefit from
a nil or reduced energy contribution rate on their natural gas supplies. This partial or full energy
contribution reduction was authorised by the European Commission. However, as of 1 January
2014, the reduced rates have been revoked with the introduction of new environmental agreements,
i.e. the “accords de branche – 2nd generation” in the Walloon region and the
“energiebeleidsovereenkomsten” in the Flanders region).
As a result, since 1 January 2014, natural gas supplied to companies to use as heating fuel became
subject to the standard energy contribution rate of EUR 0.9916 per MWh; even if the company
adhered to a new environmental agreement. However, specific exemptions for energy products have
remained available for companies fulfilling certain requirements. For natural gas, these exemptions
typically apply when natural gas is consumed for dual use purposes, mineralogical purposes or
cogeneration.
New reduced energy contribution
The draft amendment to the Program Law of 27 December 2004 now introduces a new reduced
energy contribution rate of EUR 0.54 per MWh for natural gas used as heating fuel for professional
purposes. Therefore, the new reduced rate only applies to companies.
This rate corresponds to the European minimum energy contribution rate for natural gas as set out in
Directive 2003/96/EC restructuring the Community framework for the taxation of energy products
and electricity.
Practical details
In order to benefit from the reduced energy contribution for natural gas, companies have to comply
with one of the new environmental agreements (“accord de branche – 2nd generation in the Walloon
and the Brussels-Capital Regions or “energiebeleidsovereenkomst” in the Flemish Region).
Furthermore, the draft amendment also reintroduces the additional requirement of having a prior
authorisation delivered by the Customs and Excises Administration.
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