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Global Trade Advisory Alert 
Food industry: important changes to 
affect select composite product imports 

 

 

The final text of a Commission Delegated Regulation, introducing some 
derogations from the standard rules on official controls regarding the Union 
agri-food chain, has been made available on 16 February 2021 (hereafter 
referred to as the “Adopted Delegated Regulation”). Whilst the European 
Parliament and the Council of the EU can still formulate objections, the 
foreseen changes should become applicable as from 21 April 2021.  

For certain categories of composite products 

Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council on 
Official Controls (hereafter referred to as the “Official Controls Regulation”) 
establishes the framework for official controls and other official activities to 
verify the correct application of Union agri-food chain legislation. The Official 
Controls Regulation is supplemented by delegated acts that contain 
arrangements for, among others, the exemption of certain composite products 
from official controls at border controls posts. 

The purpose of the Adopted Delegated Regulation is to lay down cases and 
conditions under which certain low risk shelf-stable composite products not 
containing processed meat are exempt from official controls at border control 
posts. Shelf-stable composite products are foodstuffs containing both products 
of plant origin and processed products of animal origin that do not need to be 
transported or stored under controlled temperatures.  

Specifically, the Annex (available here) to the Adopted Delegated Regulation 
contains a list of shelf-stable composite products that are in principle exempt 
from official controls at border control posts. 

https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/3/2021/EN/C-2021-899-F1-EN-ANNEX-1-PART-1.PDF
http://www2.deloitte.com/us/en.html


Some of the more common products mentioned in the Annex are: 

- Confectionery (including sweets), chocolate and other food 
preparations containing cocoa 

- Pasta, noodles and couscous 
- Bread, cakes, biscuits, waffles and wafers, rusks, toasted bread and 

similar toasted products 
- Food supplements packaged for the final consumer, containing 

processed animal products (including glucosamine, chondroitin or 
chitosan) 

Rules mitigation? 

Under the current rules, certain categories of composite products are already 
exempt from official controls at border controls posts, notably, those with 
quantities of processed products of animal origin, expressed in percentage of 
ingredients of the composite product, under a certain threshold. Above this 
threshold, or if a composite product contains processed meat in any quantity, 
composite products are, in principle, de facto subject to official controls at 
border control posts. 

The new rules expected to become applicable as from 21 April 2021 will, in 
principle, exempt from official controls at border control posts all shelf-stable 
composite products that do not contain processed meat and are mentioned in 
the Annex, regardless of the percentage of ingredients. Certain requirements 
will have to be complied with and, most importantly, official controls remain 
possible once the products are within the customs territory of the Union.  

Accordingly, while some categories of composite products will become exempt 
from official controls at border control posts, the Adopted Delegated 
Regulation foresees the possibility for Member State competent authorities to 
perform official controls on these composite products regularly, on a risk basis, 
and with appropriate frequency, at the place of destination, the point of 
release for free circulation in the Union, or at the warehouse or premises of the 
operator responsible for the consignment. 

What are the next steps? 

Importers of shelf-stable composite products should verify whether their 
products are covered by the Annex and, if yes, take the necessary steps to 
implement these important changes. While these new rules will simplify 
administrative procedures and allow for supply chain optimisation, official 
controls could still occur any time. It is, therefore, important to comply with 
the documentary requirements upon importation of the products, and at any 
point beyond. 

 

 

Deloitte’s Global Trade Advisory specialists are part of a global network of 
professionals who can provide specialised assistance to companies in global 
trade matters. Our professionals help companies seeking to manage the impact 
of the developments described above. 

 

Contacts   

If you have any questions concerning the items in this alert, please contact 
your usual tax consultant at our Deloitte office in Belgium or: 



 

• Daan De Vlieger, ddevlieger@deloitte.com, + 32 2 600 68 08 
• Florentine Sneij, fsneij@deloitte.com, + 32 2 600 64 89 

 

For general inquiries, please contact: 

bedeloittetax@deloitte.com, + 32 2 600 60 00 

 

Be sure to visit us at our website: http://www.deloitte.com/be/tax 
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