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Belgium Customs Authorities issue 
further guidance for Brexit Preparations 

 

 

Introduction 

On 5 August 2019, the Belgian Customs Authorities published 
further guidance on the practicalities of trade between the UK 

and Belgium in a no-deal Brexit scenario. These developments 
are based on three suppositions, namely (1) the UK will 

become a third country, (2) goods arriving from the UK will be 
subject to the Union Customs Code, and (3) that the UK has 
joined the Common Transit Convention. The Belgium Customs 

Authorities have stated that their aim is to reduce, to the 
greatest extent possible, any possible operational delays or 

disruption as a result of Brexit. 
 

Key developments  

 

The subjects of the publication include:  
 

• Single Administrative Document utilisation 
• Summary Entry Declaration into the EU 
• Declaration for Temporary Storage  

• Transit Shipments 
• Procedure for empty trailers and containers 

• Arrival at exit for partial shipments 
• Returning goods currently having Union status 
• Verification procedure 

• Emergency procedure application process 
• Working hours of the Customs offices 



• Cross-border customs authorisations 
• Export of dual-use goods 

 
Companies trading between the UK and Belgium should take 

note. 
 

The Single Administrative Document will be used by the UK 
post-Brexit, and Box 1.1 should be completed with “EU”.  
 

It will be mandatory to submit a summary declaration two 
hours in advance of the vessel’s arrival at the first port of 

entry in the Union’s Customs Territory. This requirement 
should be assessed in view of a company’s supply chain and 
movement of goods. 

 
The guidance outlines that it will not be possible to return 

goods to the EU, if they are in the UK at the point of Brexit, 
under the regular EU returning goods procedure. However, 
there will be alternate options available to avoid double 

taxation of Union goods.  
 

Companies should be prepared to use the emergency 
procedures in case of PLDA or NCTS system failures, brought 
by a substantial increase in declarations overloading those 

systems. 
 

It is worth considering the potential benefits that accompany 
holding an AEO-C certificate, which include the possibility for 
certified operators to submit declarations outside of standard 

customs working hours. 
 

What does it mean for you?  

It is important for Belgian or UK established companies to 

prepare appropriately for Brexit, in order to remain compliant 
and operational in this period of change. 

 
There are many other implications from this bulletin beyond 
the above summary. Readers are therefore invited to visit the 

Brexit Help Centre and reach out for further detailed 
information. 

 

Deloitte's Global Trade Advisory practice is a leading voice in 

helping companies to navigate Brexit considerations.  

 
For more information, contact:  
 

Fernand Rutten 
frutten@deloitte.com  
 

Daan De Vlieger 
ddevlieger@deloitte.com  

 

 

 

 
 

Access the latest global and regional tax and trade 

news, information, and resources from Deloitte 
tax@hand, a digital platform designed for global tax 

and trade professionals, available anytime, on any 

https://www2.deloitte.com/be/en/pages/tax/articles/Brexit-Readiness-Centre/Brexit-help-centre-Deloitte-Belgium.html
mailto:frutten@deloitte.com
mailto:ddevlieger@deloitte.com


device, at www.deloitte.com/taxathand 
 

 
 

Consult the Global Trade Advisory Alert archive 
providing an overview of the latest alerts from the 

previous 12 months on deloitte.com 
 

 
 

Read the monthly Global Indirect Tax Newsletter 
summarising the latest developments for VAT, GST, 
sales tax, and global trade around the globe 

on deloitte.com  
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