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US imposes Section 301 tariffs on 
EU goods: impact estimated at 

USD 7.5 billion trade value 

 

 

Introduction 

On 18 October 2019, following a 2 October 2019 World Trade 
Organisation (“WTO”) arbitrator’s decision on EU subsidies of 
EU aircraft production, and pursuant to Section 301 of the 

Trade Act of 1974, the US began to assess supplemental tariffs 
on several EU-origin products. The supplemental tariffs range 

from 10 to 25 percent, and will trigger an impact of an 
estimated USD 7.5 billion in trade value, per annum, of EU-
origin goods imported into the US. 

 

Products impacted 

The tariff measures specifically target new aircraft produced in 
France, Spain, Germany, and the UK. In addition, the tariff 

measures affect a wide range of other products from all 
Member States of the European Union, including Belgian-origin 

goods. Wine, cheese, agricultural goods and equipment, 
textiles, apparel, and certain tools, amongst others, will be 
affected by these measures.  

 

EU reaction 

The European Commission (‘Commission’) issued a statement 
in response to the decision, noting that any US action in 

response to the decision would be counterproductive, given 



that both the EU and the US have been found to be at fault by 
the WTO Dispute Settlement System, for providing certain 

unlawful subsidies to their respective aircraft 
manufacturers.  Accordingly, the Commission expects that the 

WTO will also rule in its favour early 2020 on the similar 
complaint it filed with the WTO against the US.   

 
On 17 April 2019, the Commission published a preliminary list 
of US products considered for countermeasures in a public 

consultation process concluded on 31 May 2019. The 
preliminary list of products covers a range of items, including 

aircraft goods, chemicals, and agri-food products. The final list 
of affected products will likely take into account the WTO 
arbitrator’s decision in that latter case.  

 

What to do? 

The measures imposed by the US and the likely future 

imposition of countermeasures by the EU may have adverse 
effects on your business. The Global Trade Advisory team will 

monitor the latest developments on the matter and will 
provide updates accordingly. In the meantime, please feel free 
to contact your usual trade consultant at Deloitte for advice 

relating to any concerns you may have. 

 

Deloitte’s Global Trade Advisory specialists are part of a global 
network of professionals who can provide specialised assistance 

to companies in global trade matters. Our professionals can help 
companies seeking to manage the impacts and potential 

impacts of the developments described above. 

 
For more information, contact:  
 
If you have any questions concerning the items in this alert, 

please contact your usual tax consultant at our Deloitte office 
in Belgium or: 

 
• Fernand Rutten, frutten@deloitte.com, + 32 2 600 66 06 
• Daan De Vlieger, ddevlieger@deloitte.com, + 32 2 600 68 

08 
 

For general inquiries, please contact: 
bedeloittetax@deloitte.com, + 32 2 600 60 00 
 

Be sure to visit us at our website: 
http://www.deloitte.com/be/tax 

 

 

 
 

Access the latest global and regional tax and trade 
news, information, and resources from Deloitte 

tax@hand, a digital platform designed for global tax 
and trade professionals, available anytime, on any 
device, at www.deloitte.com/taxathand 

 
 

 

Consult the Global Trade Advisory Alert archive 

providing an overview of the latest alerts from the 
previous 12 months on deloitte.com 
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Read the monthly Global Indirect Tax Newsletter 
summarising the latest developments for VAT, GST, 

sales tax, and global trade around the globe 
on deloitte.com  
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