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HMRC’s Transitional Simplified Procedure 
(TSP) for a potential no-deal Brexit 

 

 
The Transitional Simplified Procedures (TSP), initially 

announced by HMRC in February 2019, are a simplified 
customs process to help with the import of goods into the UK 
in case a no-deal Brexit occurs. 

 
Furthermore, a guidance has also been published, outlining 

the conditions under which this procedure can be used.   
 

Benefits of TSP 

The TSP is a transitional procedure foreseen for an initial 

period of one year after a potential no-deal Brexit, allowing 
businesses to prepare for their import activity. This procedure 

allows companies importing goods into the UK from the EU to 
transport goods without having to submit a complete customs 
declaration at the border (for non-controlled, or ‘Standard’ TSP 

goods), and to postpone the payment of import duties due. 
 

With TSP therefore, the submission of the full declaration is 
deferred until after goods have crossed the border, and duties 
are only payable until the month after import. 
 

Conditions 

In HMRC’s February guidance, which have not changed ever 

since,, the conditions to obtain TSP registration are the 
following: 

 



 Obtain a UK EORI number 
 Be established in the UK, i.e.: 

o A sole trader residing in the UK 
o A company or partnership with a registered office in 

the UK (business name and address) 
o A company or partnership with a permanent place of 

business in the UK, where business activities are 
operational. 

 Import goods from the EU into the UK (including goods 

transported through the EU from non-EU territory, having 
cleared EU customs formalities) 

 
Traders must have a duty deferment account to import goods 
using these procedures if they are not VAT registered or if they 

have excise or customs duty to pay. 
 

HMRC has also clarified situations where TSP registrations will 
not be granted: 
 

 The only goods imported are entering the UK directly from 
outside EU territory 

 Goods have been placed under a special customs 
procedure  

 Import is undertaken on behalf of a trader (e.g. freight 

forwarding) 
 HMRC records indicate overdue tax returns, unpaid tax or 

duties, or business insolvency  
 
Finally, it is also important to note that a customs 

intermediary cannot register on behalf of a trader, but can 
directly submit declarations for a trader registered for TSP. 

 

What does it mean for you? 

Given the above, it is essential to understand that not all 
companies can benefit from TSP. The condition requiring UK 

establishment cannot be interpreted in too broad a scope. 
Business activities must operate from a UK address.  
 

Moreover, it is not possible for customs intermediaries such as 
freight forwarders to register on behalf of traders. However, 

they can act on behalf of traders only if the latter are 
registered for TSP. 
 

Hence, a brass plate address and the use of a third party 
warehouse or an agent’s address are not sufficient to register 

for TSP. 
 
 

Deloitte’s Global Trade Advisory specialists are part of a global 

network of professionals who can provide specialised 
assistance to companies in global trade matters. Our 

professionals help companies seeking to manage the impacts 
of the developments described above. 
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Access the latest global and regional tax and trade 

news, information, and resources from Deloitte 
tax@hand, a digital platform designed for global tax 

and trade professionals, available anytime, on any 
device, at www.deloitte.com/taxathand 
 

 
 

Consult the Global Trade Advisory Alert archive 
providing an overview of the latest alerts from the 

previous 12 months on deloitte.com 
 

 

 

Read the monthly Global Indirect Tax Newsletter 

summarising the latest developments for VAT, GST, 
sales tax, and global trade around the globe 

on deloitte.com  
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