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What follows is an update on the immigration process for 

among others, highly skilled third country nationals, 
introduced in Belgium on 1 January 2019. 

 

Processing times 

As some Belgian newspapers reported during the weekend of 
8-9 June 2019, there are significant delays in the processing of 

single permits due to personnel restraints within the Ministry 
of Internal Affairs. A shift of responsibilities for part of the 
process, from the Federal Ministry to local communal 

authorities, should decrease processing times during the next 
few months. For the time being however, an overall processing 

time of up to four months should still be considered.  
 
Approximately four to six weeks is currently needed for 

regional authorities to make a decision on employment 
authorisation, the first part of the process. This processing 

time is in line with that of the prior “work permit” process.  
 
For the second part of the process, which is currently handled 

by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, processing times can run up 
to eight or even ten weeks. 

 



Employers need to take these increased processing times into 
account when planning new assignments and dealing with 

renewal applications. It is currently impossible to fast-track 
applications.  

 
In cooperation with other organisations, Deloitte has 

approached the relevant authorities with suggestions to 
improve the process and decrease processing times.  
 

Longer single permit validity period in Brussels 
region 

In the Flanders region, single permits could already be issued 

for a period of three years under certain conditions. As of June 
2019, the Brussels region will also be able to grant a single 

permit for a period of three years if supporting documents are 
in line with such an application.  
 

In the Walloon region, the single permit can only be issued for 
a maximum period of one year, for the time being. 

 

ICT-permit 

The ICT-permit is beneficial to companies that operate globally 
and employ non-EEA or non-Swiss nationals in Europe, since it 

increases their employees’ mobility across Europe. The ICT 
permit will allow third country managers, specialists or 
trainees assigned to a subsidiary of the same multinational 

group to work across several EU Member States through one 
single procedure and based on only one permit.  

 
It is expected that the ICT-permit will be implemented in the 
Flemish and Brussels regions during the next few months.  

 

Contacts   
 
If you have any questions concerning the items in this alert, 

please contact your usual tax consultant at our Deloitte office 
in Belgium or: 

 
• Matthias Lommers, mlommers@deloitte.com, + 32 2 600 65 44 

• Joke Braam, jbraam@deloitte.com, +32 2 600 62 92 
 
For general inquiries, please contact: 

bedeloittetax@deloitte.com, + 32 2 600 60 00 
 

Be sure to visit us at our website: 
http://www.deloitte.com/be/tax 
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