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EU Single Permit Directive
In December 2011, the so-called Single Permit Directive was adopted after a complicated four years long
negotiating process in the European Parliament. The Directive’s objective is twofold:


establishing a simple and common procedure which third country nationals need to go through in order to
obtain a work and residence permit in an EU Member State;



defining a common set of rights for third country workers in order to address the gap between them and EUnationals relating to the following areas: working conditions, freedom of association and trade Union
membership, education and vocal training, recognition of diplomas, social security, tax benefits, access to
goods and services including procedures for housing and advisory services by employment offices.

EU members States (excluding the UK, Denmark and Ireland, who have not adopted the Directive) were given 2
years to adapt their national laws in line with this Directive. Belgium should therefore make the necessary
changes before 25 December 2013.
Some categories of third country nationals, posted workers and intra-corporate transferees among others, are
excluded from the Directive’s scope. Seasonal workers are excluded as well.
Furthermore, the member states remain free to decide whether the employer or the employee should apply for
the single permit, whether it should be applied for in the current country of residence or in the EU member state
and how long the procedure can take (with a maximum of 4 months which can be extended due to the file’s
complexity or the visa procedure which may be required for initial entry).
Overall, Deloitte Belgium’s immigration and social security team (IMSS team) expects the implementation of this
Directive to only be a small step towards a fully harmonised EU legal and labour migration.
We will keep you informed on the further implementation of this Directive in Belgium and remain readily available
to provide more detailed information.

Contact
Any questions concerning the items in this publication? Please contact your usual tax consultant at our Deloitte
office in Belgium or:
•

Erwin Vandervelde, evandervelde@deloitte.com, + 32 3 600 65 75

•

Matthias Lommers, mlommers@deloitte.com, + 32 3 600 71 44

•

Joke Braam, jbraam@deloitte.com, +32 2 600 62 86

For general inquiries contact:
•

bedeloittetax@deloitte.com, + 32 2 600 60 00

Be sure to visit us at our website: http://www.deloitte.com/be/tax
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