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All foreigners legally residing in Belgium must be in possession of a Belgian residence card (so
called EID card). These ID cards are usually valid for a period of 1 or 5 years. According to Article 33
of the 8 October 1981 Royal Decree on entry, stay, settlement and removal of foreign nationals,
every foreigner must apply for their Belgian residence card’s renewal with the local communal
authorities of his/her place of residence in Belgium between the 45th and 30th day before his/her
Belgian residence permit’s expiry date. In principle, the local commune and the Ministry of Internal
Affairs must examine the application to renew the foreign national’s Belgian residence card within
thirty days before the foreigner’s Belgian residence card’s expiry date.
It has been observed for some time that the Ministry of Internal Affairs has been unable to examine
the extension applications before a permit’s expiry date, resulting in situations whereby the foreigner
is no longer in possession of a valid Belgian residence permit. Needless to say that such a situation
is not ideal, certainly if the foreigner needs to travel frequently.
It should be noted that the communal authorities must, according to the aforementioned article 33,
issue a document called annex 15 which covers the foreigner’s legal stay in Belgium for a period of
45 days (twice extendable by 45 days) after the (expired) residence card’s validity date. The annex
15 document however is not a valid travel document and thus does not solve foreign employees’
travel requirements.
In the meantime, while the delays at the Ministry of Internal Affairs may continue for some time and
in order to avoid any travel restrictions on companies’ foreign employees, Deloitte’s Immigration
team is readily available to assist in dealing with the residence card issues by liaising with the
competent authorities on all levels.
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