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On 19 November 2015, the Belgian Council of Ministers announced an agreement on the
implementation of the Single Permit.
All EU member states need to transpose the Single Permits EU Directive (Directive 2011/98/EU) into
their national legislation. This Directive introduces a single application procedure for the issuing of
single permits to non-EU nationals to reside and work in an EU Member State, and a common set of
rights for non-EU workers legally residing in a Member State. The Directive was designed to simplify
and harmonise the current immigration rules across the EU.
EU Member States were initially required to transpose this Directive into their national legislation by
25 December 2013. To date however, Belgium was not able to complete its transposition and was
referred to the EU Court of Justice by the Commission earlier in November 2015. Infringement
proceedings regarding the Directive’s transposition are currently pending against Slovenia and
Belgium.
The announced Single Permit’s implementation will entail a significant reform of the current
immigration process, which is governed on both regional and federal levels and requires the
involvement of different Ministries.
It is expected that the single permit’s implementation will significantly impact immigration processing
times, as well as the immigration process as a whole, for highly qualified and executive non-EU
employees.
Deloitte Belgium’s immigration and social security services team will provide updates and is readily
available to deliver more detailed guidance on how to better prepare for the upcoming changes.
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 Matthias Lommers, mlommers@deloitte.com, + 32 2 600 65 44
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