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Gi3 alert 
LIFE 2021 calls for project proposals published  

 

 

The Multi-Annual Work Programme for LIFE 2021-2024 and the calls for project 
proposals for 2021 were published on 13 July 2021. LIFE is an EU funding 
programme that supports innovative close-to-market projects in line with 
nature, environmental, and climate related policies in Europe, and supports their 
implementation. The programme is open to both large companies and small and 
medium-sized enterprises, as well as governments and non-governmental 
organisations. 
 

Funding intensity 
 
The total budget allocated to grants in the Multi-Annual Work Programme 2021-
2024 is EUR 2,357.27 billion, of which EUR 1,801 billion will go to environmental 
activities and EUR 1,032.5 billion to climate action. This programme includes a 
cofinancing rate between 60% and 95% and supports projects typically ranging 
in size from EUR 1 to EUR 10 million.  
 

Funding scheme-topics 
 
LIFE 2021-2024 has expanded into four new sub-programmes (with their 
approximate budgets indicated for this period): 
 

1. Nature and Biodiversity (EUR 1,103.5 billion): Supports projects that 
contribute to developing, implementing, and monitoring innovative 
techniques and methods to promote best practices in relation to nature 
and biodiversity. In particular, those that help to achieve the objectives 
of the EU Biodiversity Strategy 2030. In addition, support is given to 
“Strategic Nature Projects,” designed to assist and boost the 
implementation of EU nature and biodiversity policies in areas such as 
agriculture and rural development. 

2. Circular Economy and Quality of Life (EUR 697.5 million): This sub-
programme aims to support the transition to a sustainable, circular, 
energy efficient, climate resilient, and toxic free economy, and to 
protect, restore, and improve the quality of the environment. Specific 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/life/wp-call/2021-2024/wp_life-2021-2024_en.pdf
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/life/life-calls-proposals_en
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/life/life-calls-proposals_en
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/life_en
http://www2.deloitte.com/us/en.html


objectives cover the circular economy and waste, air, water, soil, noise, 
chemicals, and a new European Bauhaus. 

3. Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation (EUR 505.5 million): Focuses 
on actions that support the possibility of achieving a climate neutral and 
resilient society, implementing the 2030 energy and climate policy 
framework, and meeting the EU's commitments under the Paris 
Agreement on climate change. Specific objectives include: reducing 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in sectors not covered by the EU 
Emissions Trading System (ETS), including fluorinated GHG and ozone 
depleting substances; enhancing the functioning of the ETS by having an 
impact on energy and GHG intensive industrial production; increasing 
the generation and use of renewable energy and improving energy 
efficiency, developing land and sea management practices to enhance 
the removal of emissions; and conserving and enhancing natural carbon 
sinks. 

4. Clean Energy Transition (EUR 527 million): This new sub-programme 
aims to facilitate the transition toward an energy efficient, renewable 
energy based, climate neutral, and resilient economy. Projects funded 
under this subprogramme will support the delivery of EU policies such 
as the European Green Deal. 
 

Deadline and submission process 
 
The calls for project proposals for the sub-programmes “Nature and 
Biodiversity,” “Circular Economy and Quality of Life,” and “Climate Change 
Mitigation and Adaptation”  
are the following: 

• Standard Action Projects (SAP): Projects that pursue the specific 
objectives of the LIFE programme. Single stage application with a 
deadline of 30 November 2021, 17:00 hr CET; 

• Strategic Nature Projects (SNP) and Strategic Integrated Projects (SIP): 
Projects that support the EU’s nature and biodiversity objectives and 
projects contributing to the implementation at regional or transnational 
level of environmental or climate actions. Two stage application with 
deadlines of 19 October 2021, 17:00 hr CET (concept note) and 7 April 
2022, 17:00 hr CET (full proposal); and 

• Technical Assistance Projects: Projects that support the development of 
capacity-building for participation in SAP, and the elaboration of SNP 
and SIP. Single stage application with a deadline of 22 September 2021, 
17:00 hr CET. 
 

For the sub-programme “Clean Energy Transition” the areas of intervention for 
the calls for project proposals are: 
 

• Building a policy framework; 
• Accelerating new markets, services, and business models; 
• Attracting financing for sustainable energy; 
• Supporting local and regional projects; and 
• Empowering citizens in the clean energy transition. 

 
This is a single stage application with a deadline of 12 January 2022, 17:00 hr 
CET. 
 

Our support 
 
Deloitte Belgium’s Gi3 team is experienced in preparing and supporting such 
applications, from the initial scoping, through proposal drafting, to document 
submission and follow up with the authorities. We can provide support in: 

• Grants strategy; 
• Drafting and submission of applications; 



• Advising on communication with the authorities and; 
• Project management and reporting. 

 

 

Contacts 
  
If you have any questions concerning the items in this alert, please contact your 
usual tax consultant at our Deloitte office in Belgium or: 
 

• Renaud Hendricé, rhendrice@deloitte.com, +32 496 578 441 
• Jan Pattyn, jpattyn@deloitte.com, + 32 2 600 68 55  
• Jérémy Ngamilu, jngamilu@deloitte.com, + 32 2 639 48 67   

 
For general inquiries, please contact: 
bedeloittetax@deloitte.com, + 32 2 600 60 00 
 
Be sure to visit us at our website: http://www.deloitte.com/be/tax 

 

Deloitte Academy 
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