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VAT Alert 
Belgium 

 

 

COVID-19: No VAT due on donated 
medical equipment and protective 
gear 
 

On 24 March 2020, the Belgian VAT authorities published new 
guidance clarifying that no VAT is due, as a self-supply, on 

medical equipment and protective gear donated to hospitals by 
VAT registered businesses. 
 

In principle, when supplying goods for free, VAT taxpayers 
who deduct VAT on purchases or production costs of said 

goods should make a correction and pay output VAT in the 
form of a so-called self-supply. This obligation is now 
temporarily waived for supplies made between 1 March and 30 

June 2020, under specific conditions explained in a new 
circular letter (Dutch | French).  

 

Conditions  

Goods in scope 

The exception applies to the following products, regardless of 

the applicable VAT rate: 

 All medical equipment defined under the RD of 18 March 
1999; 

 Protective gear (mouth/face masks, protective clothing, 
anti-bacterial products, etc.). 

Medicines are explicitly excluded from the scope of the circular 
letter. 

https://www2.deloitte.com/content/dam/Deloitte/be/Documents/tax/TaxAlerts/Circ-2020-C-46_NL.pdf
https://www2.deloitte.com/content/dam/Deloitte/be/Documents/tax/TaxAlerts/Circ-2020-C-46_FR.pdf


 
Donation beneficiaries 

The exception applies to supplies made directly to healthcare 
institutions in scope of the coordinated law of 10 July 2008. In 

principle, these are institutions within scope of the VAT 
exemption of article 44, §2, 1°, a) in the VAT Code (i.e. 

hospitals, associations or groups of hospitals, etc.). Donations 
to institutions providing care for the elderly are not covered. 
 

Donors 

Any taxpayer can qualify, including taxpayers who specifically 

bought the goods to donate them as a reaction to the COVID-
19 outbreak. 
 

Formalities required 

A specific document should be drafted, where the healthcare 

institution confirms that the goods were obtained free of 
charge and where it mandates itself to either use the goods or 
make them available to other healthcare institutions, free of 

charge. 
 

In principle, such document should be drafted for each 
donation, although a single document that covers a group of 
donations or all donations made during a month is acceptable. 

 

Direct tax implications 

Corporate income tax and non-resident income tax 

Donations covered by the new guidance will not give rise to an 

abnormal or benevolent advantage defined under article 26 
BITC. 

 
Personal income tax 

For private persons planning to make a donation in kind 

covered by the new guidance, a tax deduction amounting to 
45% of the donation’s value will be available in the personal 

income tax return, subject to certain conditions. 

 

Contacts   
 

If you have any questions concerning the items in this alert, 
please contact your usual tax or legal consultant at our 
Deloitte office in Belgium or: 

 
• Johan Van der Paal, jvanderpaal@deloitte.com, +32 2 600 

66 39 
• Pieter Van Hoecke, pivanhoecke@deloitte.com, + 32 3 800 

86 74 

• Danny Stas (Deloitte Legal), dstas@deloitte.com, +32 2 800 
70 11 

 
For general inquiries, please contact: 

bedeloittetax@deloitte.com, + 32 2 600 60 00 
 

mailto:jvanderpaal@deloitte.com
mailto:pivanhoecke@deloitte.com
mailto:dstas@deloitte.com
mailto:bedeloittetax@deloitte.com


Be sure to visit us at our website: 
http://www.deloitte.com/be/tax | http://www.deloittelegal.be 
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