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VLAIO announces third call for funding for 
artificial intelligence and cybersecurity 
projects 
VLAIO (Flemish Agency for Innovation and Entrepreneurship) on 7 June 2022 
invited enterprises to preregister project proposals to receive funding under its 
ICON initiative designed to support projects in the fields of artificial intelligence 
(AI-ICON) and cybersecurity (CS-ICON), bridging the gap between research 
results on AI and CS and their applications in the Flemish business world. 
 
Preregistration of project proposals is mandatory and only proposals that 
successfully pass the preselection can be submitted. Preregistration 
applications may be made to VLAIO from the beginning of September 2022 
until the budget is exhausted.  
 
What is an ICON project? 

ICON (Interdisciplinary Cooperative Research) is a formula by which 
interdisciplinary teams of research organisations and business partners 
collaborate to find innovative solutions, which ultimately find their way into 
market offerings from participating partners and beyond. 
 
An ICON project contains an industry-specific component and a research-
specific component. At least three Flemish nonaffiliated companies are 
required to collaborate in the business segment and none of the enterprises 
must bear more than 70% of the associated costs.  
 
Thematic ICON projects 

http://www2.deloitte.com/us/en.html


Under the Flemish policy plans on AI and CS, Flanders wishes to invest EUR 32 
million and EUR 20 million per year, in AI and CS, respectively. With these new 
calls, VLAIO continues to strive for quality AI and CS projects by, among other 
ways, increasing the focus on flexibility and guidance. Specifically for AI, the 
application domains are broadened to include the health, industry 4.0, 
government and citizens, circular economy, energy, and mobility domains.  
 
Budget 
 
The industry-specific component, conducted by the industry partners, is 
funded at a rate between 25% and 60% of the eligible costs, depending on the 
nature of the activities, the size of the business, and the degree of cooperation. 
The research-specific component, carried out by the research organisations, is 
funded at 100%. The maximum amount of support that may be requested and 
granted for a project cannot exceed EUR 2 million. 
 
The research budgets for the new AI-ICON and CS-ICON calls have been 
significantly increased from previous calls to EUR 10 million and EUR 8 million, 
respectively.  
 
It should be noted that changes recently have been made to the ICON program 
conditions which also apply to the current AI-ICON and CS-ICON calls.  
 
How can we assist?  
 
Deloitte Belgium’s experienced Gi³ team can provide further information on 
the conditions for preregistration for the AI-ICON and CS-ICON calls, together 
with full support throughout the application process. Please contact us for 
further information. 
 
 

 

Contacts 

If you have any questions concerning the items in this alert, please contact 
your usual tax consultant at our Deloitte office in Belgium or: 
 
• Renaud Hendricé, rhendrice@deloitte.com, +32 496 578 441 
• Jan Pattyn, jpattyn@deloitte.com, + 32 2 600 68 55 
• Jabran Bhatti, jbhatti@deloitte.com, + 32 2 455 80 04 
• Roel De Mondt, rdemondt@deloitte.com, + 32 2 301 84 57 
 
For general inquiries, please contact: 
bedeloittetax@deloitte.com, + 32 2 600 60 00 
 
Be sure to visit us at our website: Global Business Tax | Deloitte Belgium 

 

Stay tuned with the latest developments: 

Tax News and Insights | Deloitte Academy 
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that matters at www.deloitte.com 
  
This communication contains general information only, and none of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited, its member firms, or 
their related entities (collectively, the “Deloitte Network”) is, by means of this communication, rendering professional advice 
or services. No entity in the Deloitte network shall be responsible for any loss whatsoever sustained by any person who relies 
on this communication. 
 
© 2022 Deloitte Belgium 
 
Subscribe | Unsubscribe 

 

 

http://www.deloitte.com/
http://www2.deloitte.com/be/en/pages/tax/articles/subscription.html
http://www2.deloitte.com/be/en/pages/tax/articles/unsubscribe.html

	Global Investment and Innovation Incentives
	Gi3 alert
	VLAIO announces third call for funding for artificial intelligence and cybersecurity projects
	What is an ICON project?
	Thematic ICON projects
	Contacts


