
 

 

 

COVID-19 Global Mobility update 
24 July – 04 August 2020 

 

Dear all, 
 
Please find below our most recent Mobility related global updates specifically related 
to the COVID-19 crisis and current guidance or measures that different countries are 
putting into place.  
 
If you have any questions on below, please don’t hesitate to reach out to us.  
 
Updates by country: 
 

Angola  Norway  

Australia  Qatar 

China  Russia  

Czech Republic  Saudi Arabia  

European Union  Singapore  

Finland  South Africa  

Hong Kong Spain  
Ireland  Taiwan  



Italy  United Kingdom  

Japan  Vietnam  

Malaysia  Zambia  

 

 
Combating COVID-19 with resilience  
 
Visit our Deloitte COVID-19 webpage to see a collection of Global Deloitte insights to 
help businesses manage and mitigate the risk associated with COVID-19. 

 

Ireland - Restriction of movement ‘green list’ released 

What is the change? 

The Irish Government has published a green list of 15 countries. Individuals coming 
from a country on the green list do not need to self-isolate or restrict movement in 
Ireland when they arrive from the green-listed country.  
 
Key Points:  
 

 The following countries are currently included on the green list: Cyprus, 
Estonia, Finland, Gibraltar, Greece, Greenland, Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Malta, Monaco, Norway, San Marino, Slovakia. 

 

 Individuals traveling to Ireland from any other country not listed above will be 
required to restrict their movement in Ireland for 14 days immediately upon 
entry.   

 

 Individuals traveling from Northern Ireland are also exempt from the 
requirement to restrict movements or self-isolate.  
 

 It should be noted that general advice still states that non-essential travel is to 
be avoided at this time. 

This change is set to take effect from July 22. It is anticipated that the green list will be 
reviewed every two weeks.  
 
Employers should note, that employees entering Ireland from a country that is not on 
the green list will need to restrict their movement for 14 days and will therefore be 
unable to work in any location other than their private residence. If you have 
employees or potential new hires who may be impacted by the above changes, please 
contact the Deloitte immigration team to assist. We continue to update our FAQ for 
employers found here.  
 

https://www2.deloitte.com/global/en/pages/about-deloitte/topics/combating-covid-19-with-resilience.html
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1VzCcO8cGz2jwgOSYgc9QzoWpNtqRmHUNq9FC0W2JIkN-ol0lneTWez5Ririrl4zUFz_IVEDDUzmsq-mWShfoqSklVnXd8FrP3F4qg6q5KZyBe6ZKpx-aQIif6SRwNz_zwK5ipFuIDuynMfNRkIlBKtYRh3FTqM20NurpA93dXH58bjk10zTLfy4LcxXj5TO5Xm8_VimHXi2c24poiZkU80h2-nBfVQ5uC4Fx3QDcLEqhgk6p5_OoXru95EfiLP7P0aEULyoFIKcYttRJucTHAnq3J8O-VfPyiQ3PuVfClLfoIujhlAGn3NUdUzzukBRb/https%3A%2F%2Fwww2.hse.ie%2Fconditions%2Fcoronavirus%2Ftravel.html
https://www2.deloitte.com/ie/en/pages/tax/articles/covid-19-ire-immigration-employer-faq.html
https://www2.deloitte.com/ie/en/pages/tax/articles/covid-19-ire-immigration-employer-faq.html
https://www2.deloitte.com/ie/en/pages/covid-19/articles/covid-19-ire-immigration-employer-faq.html


Back to top 

 

China - COVID-19 testing for all inbound travellers 

What is the change? 

All travellers, including Chinese citizens and foreigners, on inbound flights to China 
from overseas will be required to undergo a COVID-19 nucleic acid test. This test 
should be done within five days from the flight, and at a medical institution designated 
by the Chinese embassies. 
 
Chinese citizens will be required to take a photo of their test results and upload them 
onto the epidemic prevention program on the instant messaging platform, WeChat, 
while foreigners will need to make a health declaration to the relevant Chinese 
embassies with a written copy of their test results. 
 
More Information 

Back to top 
 

 

Hong Kong - Measures to strengthen epidemic control 
efforts 

What is the change? 

The Government has announced the implementation of several measures to 

strengthen epidemic control efforts in Hong Kong. The key measures include: 

 Requirement for all persons to wear a mask in indoor public places, including 

public transportation, with effect from 23 July 2020 (more details here). 

 Requirement for travellers from high-risk places (i.e., Bangladesh, India, 

Indonesia, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, and South Africa from 25 July 2020; 

and Kazakhstan and the United States from 29 July 2020), or who have been to 

these high-risk places 14 days prior to their flight to Hong Kong to produce a 

negative COVID-19 test result and a confirmation in English or Chinese of a 

http://secure-web.cisco.com/1amNDySENoJ-AOgjwDirK9sA8Qf7EqPBX5oq_Fdi2APUsOjVMxyb96n9QyaArM25XQGXz_ASOgXKh2z17uB99dl7ui4xw-CdUnB8G7pk4E_-lOkpTxORQy_YybOuWSqWGPerr1XiElQHURDASQPMrlUNfwb6mbwo_jT0ukJMb7f9vDXDNA5JraMNfWmGjwfc_tG6A3oosTUqloPTnRo1lFsGES6qz6EsX96tfK1r3LJOpwf4PUhn6HSH-nPbT-8H6g1DG8BsptF2qkIm0BiyXAv-63POpDc-mLbxx-4b0yc-xSR1R0JPxJ1fiy4fAY1GNQQEBcclTTsF5N8EPkBvSELHIaG-9_LGU0RSoDFJEjY21SnAhUbysi0VvWOCn__d5CCvpSHb0ExCbbaDyjXRx07YP5GYKE9ZKa3UJfv2PMw72VaetQuQpI_-srHEv4EVEsf8wAuHCDqY-zsUfFoTWWOa1ggdQftNI98BqMK6uRbtH8qePNJPC7CeQE76qOvrQ/http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chinadaily.com.cn%2Fa%2F202007%2F21%2FWS5f168e60a31083481725b0a3.html
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1rEGcd46oYI_RQYCVoDov4NdKw2qLsRFduRpezGPRBY7J46wrVL4jo7kAEr0gLS5CU-FQmDpB4SvYM4Qm-ymDKlDkVzp8mVskTYIYbXX3ZVhJV_YoXQOwmfQsmWKjE229xWpklRs7gzZRPVIM0K-8DCBham5z21l5oyhi5H9cLp9yjaaRhvoxRKdFX1ry1Y0-wIGsUw_sq2vad1VFDV-8W9WvNvZnXjeGmHrRb_l0asr-jNRA8rkHAd-1NmZNmUZ3Rh5c-QrHolpP_UDzbP3qk4_Nh5IHbEL3uXJS-Al1RlZwYFtlGM0xMV6P4Tca-zJFMm-S7EYhDHUQuwvCtIbRNEt5yHNlV_qM4JvaUFrXk2ORWujsYoj18Fujb2k0cDVT8_eevu4JR9rDWu3QYOz_lyqSIhUsDsi2mvciw7aLwrfjqz2pN1lTujm9gLOI5Tf9kpiwb--TARMej3bQYqv77CdhltIYd-0S921fEpWApiWFZjVCuBoRzGgmsA1hc6X6/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.info.gov.hk%2Fgia%2Fgeneral%2F202007%2F22%2FP2020072200750.htm%3FfontSize%3D1


room reservation at a hotel in Hong Kong for not less than 14 days (more 

details here). 

 Extension of 14-day quarantine arrangements for inbound travellers from the 

Mainland, Macao, or Taiwan (including Hong Kong and non-Hong Kong 

residents) from 7 August 2020 to 7 September 2020.   

 Extension of 14-day quarantine arrangements for inbound travellers from 

overseas (including Hong Kong and non-Hong Kong residents) from 18 

September 2020 to 31 December 2020. 

More Information 

Back to top 

 

Malaysia - Updates to guidelines for expatriates seeking 
permission to enter or exit and return to Malaysia 

What is the change? 

The following updates to the guidelines for expatriates seeking permission to enter or 

exit and return to Malaysia are in effect from 18 July 2020: 

 Employment Pass Category I (EP I) & Residence Pass-Talent (RP-T)/Dependants 

& Foreign Maids for EP I & RP-T: Expatriates who exited Malaysia before 11 July 

2020 are exempted from the need to obtain entry permission from the 

Director General of Immigration Malaysia (DGIM). However, those who exited 

Malaysia after 11 July 2020 must obtain exit and return permission from the 

DGIM. 

 Employment Pass Category II & III (EP II & EP III)/Professional Visit Pass 

(PVP)/Dependants & Foreign Maids for EP II & EPIII/Long Term Social Visit Pass 

(LT-SVP) for EP I, EP II, EP III & RP-T: Expatriates are required to obtain entry 

permission from the DGIM. 

To view the full list of guidelines, please refer to the link below. 

More Information 

Back to top 

 

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1EuM8XsCb3qlBo-tdJttfJDm7fhiXS_LcBSCpXH5IM5JsIhsS95b-4HZmcHXBUHQaXnQtMME-jtb9Mh-i1JSJ0S1Iksl5CDDC9Uae51vsZpNg9Y1Fsx2B9E7G8bz4Vj_vlyGuR8r2maumXORRwXS4_nX3nQdKRhyC4McNm_ewRI6h4L2yB4g6RxrdQa7erC3HxNbpBh3lIXQLGKA8okpVZW6tVB4y2BAEzGWGCfsWZ93pzwNRiGAyNXWrUn-llk0XfkbrL15Nu9WlF7riHh2ACQJIhT2aR7wYVLfzlBrqmGQM-_Pg92VA9T_SrcspmJz7xf7Gkb-3FiY6o0qTtHgSCIPnkHgTOtdE9YErtOWHVUNz7i-i_7jNsujRBPV0fJq_evoOxMkCCKP4ewujSWgvqBV5UGxeZ-y61Azwklx9kAEsy009_8t895J747kte6kgmkOIZKf6pIGUY8__Z4VPrH6lvuczolscRfTIJ-mdX3yzrEWLew3yflhnsmLGVB8e/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coronavirus.gov.hk%2Feng%2Fhigh-risk-places.html
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1rEGcd46oYI_RQYCVoDov4NdKw2qLsRFduRpezGPRBY7J46wrVL4jo7kAEr0gLS5CU-FQmDpB4SvYM4Qm-ymDKlDkVzp8mVskTYIYbXX3ZVhJV_YoXQOwmfQsmWKjE229xWpklRs7gzZRPVIM0K-8DCBham5z21l5oyhi5H9cLp9yjaaRhvoxRKdFX1ry1Y0-wIGsUw_sq2vad1VFDV-8W9WvNvZnXjeGmHrRb_l0asr-jNRA8rkHAd-1NmZNmUZ3Rh5c-QrHolpP_UDzbP3qk4_Nh5IHbEL3uXJS-Al1RlZwYFtlGM0xMV6P4Tca-zJFMm-S7EYhDHUQuwvCtIbRNEt5yHNlV_qM4JvaUFrXk2ORWujsYoj18Fujb2k0cDVT8_eevu4JR9rDWu3QYOz_lyqSIhUsDsi2mvciw7aLwrfjqz2pN1lTujm9gLOI5Tf9kpiwb--TARMej3bQYqv77CdhltIYd-0S921fEpWApiWFZjVCuBoRzGgmsA1hc6X6/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.info.gov.hk%2Fgia%2Fgeneral%2F202007%2F22%2FP2020072200750.htm%3FfontSize%3D1
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1nNWnuxFNK7D5CTjv_mDJzCl46dDOsH5FBHAiNcrKAsH_o1-wJqhdoaqrFGB5f5QrIjEo_LNuWupMkaaox6aebKbHsGhwjbwK3dP29I7bK_icoegeYjJ5Xqx3zQUegwaAiDCsg8CEY_tL9yYSzmHeFvEFayC4JGSfKJpBMjClWjJle920KKa2sDP3gEpqhFFn0JbGfyT2KefELJvaSgWnxcCC5E7fYR2WSCdEPJOM5cSJlRU3wWz_Cgcxwo3TBnqPHWOKEgHUPaO-WnRtBMg3XFFBsF1c4azVyh363vZpaioIaKDiu7SenLnfl3LaZVmOyFzZ-ogQFhUS_SMPr2_69XNkkJ0EgLPxsjYgJUFjTCRa4ZlB8q59yIgNPgbND1gPeNm8x2VmJpk0qfznY7cvFn15YU4Ywrjd351Q2a9xoPKkDfVZCK8dk9FoakbGfLxAA0WpiaWit8bGUhlMl8y1tcFxKDgHa21Sw8tSwF02eY6rwBtfdkR6E6uPT4NYorR1/https%3A%2F%2Fesd.imi.gov.my%2Fportal%2Flatest-news%2Fannouncement%2Fentry-permission


Singapore/Malaysia - Limited cross-border travel to begin 
next month 

What is the change? 

 

The foreign ministers of Malaysia and Singapore have announced that the two 
countries are targeting to resume cross-border travel Aug. 10 for some categories of 
employees. 
 
Key Points:  
 

 The commuting arrangement will apply to long-term pass holders and those 

traveling on essential or official business.  

 Those eligible to use the green lane must submit a “controlled itinerary” to the 

receiving country and will be subject to a COVID-19 swab test.  

 After working at least three consecutive months in the country where they are 

employed, long-term pass holders may return to their home country on short-

term leave, and then re-enter their country of employment to resume work for 

at least another three consecutive months.  

 
Singapore implemented a similar “fast-lane” travel arrangement with China in June. 
Officials of both countries are working out the details of the cross-border travel 
arrangement and will publish information on the requirements and application process 
for entry and exit into Malaysia and Singapore 10 days before the Aug. 10 start date.  
 
Back to top 

 

South Africa - Government adopts stricter border control 
measures 
 
What is the change? 

The Border Management Authority Bill of 2020 took effect this week, after South 
African President Cyril Ramaphosa signed it. The government says the bill will tighten 
border control to lessen illegal immigration and simplify control of ports of entry. 
 
Key Points: 
 



 The law establishes the Border Management Authority as the sole department 

to manage the country’s ports of entry instead of current management by 

several agencies. 

 The law also provides term limits for office, conditions of service, functions and 

powers.  

 Establishment of an Inter-Ministerial Consultative Committee, Border 

Technical Committee and advisory committees for the review/appeal of 

decisions by officers. 

The legislation, which the South African parliament approved in March, reflects South 
Africa’s attempt to deal with illegal immigration.  
 
This legislation will not affect high-skilled immigration filings since these are done at 
consulates prior to travel. The impact on tourism and travel by air will be negligible 
since the international airports already operate at an international standard.  The land 
ports of entry will benefit from the focus this change will bring and it is hoped that the 
bottlenecks that are regularly experienced will be a thing of the past.  
 

Back to top 

 

 

China - Shanghai announces changes in home quarantine 
arrangements for overseas arrivals 

What is the change? 

With effect from 27 July 2020, travellers arriving in Shanghai from overseas may spend 
half of their 14-day quarantine period at home if they are able to meet a certain set of 
conditions. 
 
Travellers whose final destination is Shanghai may apply to resume their quarantine 
period at home from the eighth day if they hold residency in the city, live apart from 
family members who are not under quarantine or live with others who agree to be 
quarantined with them, and are able to produce a negative COVID-19 nucleic test on 
the fifth day of their quarantine period. On the eighth day, qualified persons will be 
transported directly from the collective quarantine locations to their homes by the 
authorities of the districts in which their homes are located. 
 
Meanwhile, the Government will continue to allow conditional home quarantine for 
senior citizens, under-aged individuals, pregnant and breastfeeding women, individuals 
with mobility restrictions, family caregivers, and individuals with certain diseases. 
 



Travellers whose final destinations are Jiangsu, Zhejiang, and Anhui provinces will be 
transported by the authorities to their destinations to continue their quarantine after 
seven days of collective quarantine in Shanghai, under the condition that their COVID-
19 nucleic tests on the fifth day are negative. Those whose final destinations are other 
parts of China will still be placed under the compulsory 14-day quarantine 
arrangement in Shanghai. 
 
More Information  

 
Back to top 

 

Singapore - Singapore and EU to create common 
standards for safe air travel amid COVID-19 pandemic 

What is the change? 

The Civil Aviation Authority of Singapore (CAAS) and the European Union Aviation 

Safety Agency (EASA) will collaborate to create common standards to promote safe air 

travel amid the COVID-19 pandemic. This will be done through coordination on 

measures to protect the health and safety of passengers, air crew and airport staff. It 

will cover several measures, such as the implementation of physical distancing, 

enhanced hygiene measures, as well as more intensive cleaning of facilities. 

More Information 

Back to top 

 

Hong Kong - COVID-19: Entry regulations introduced for 
travelers coming from ‘high-risk’ countries 

What is the change? 

Effective July 25, travelers coming from Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Nepal, Pakistan, 
the Philippines and South Africa and, effective July 29, travelers from the U.S. and 

http://secure-web.cisco.com/1G6gxgLg1gXOXAIIrcRQxcAzqlM_AHvDv8vf9fwwlxiIobmCtwYKt4H4eA0d3ZGwIrsoYjeW7RePGA4XkuiH58xELIsuaX9efRLUib1E8SfHUw_O10qOdC9hWbUCgU1xvC6lkKn2i6naKZwTHee2LfyQb8Ex8cyzHgUfxRc0sFLpAZIr30yHTeI2AOtchTGNYibUPssjXFYp87fznMgYqwqvWysLQK1zd7TFixu9zlQqHPrJ6PAJTl93pp95ixcqav01VSYPCyO52YsyHIy0RtL1eOckUTSSSOCzMxt-W_EepsYBQPu9Q3COuA6ivIsqQi7EhLdS_iJT4A3XlhV-ygOqTOFWdh_IswYMv8cLWtVAkTWBXqjkLsASg8wi0ojsNU_0tuRZ_Gts6IzL7bdorrovkK3Pf14FEg5v28fmBFyY9r17k2HAu7LYDPeXYS3idhxdyf35JAlTIwO8R6HR_3bu2zg_bgQS24ZEitNgPISlj2RoigbTA0363cFscUZVC/http%3A%2F%2Fclick.deloitteoneconnect.com%2F%3Fqs%3Df1edd10c7e18899c88696258b80dfe05ee39ebdfce623efaba682ec971de9cd3af4e6a6f8e26d89b6756c2c4a4328a0a6a5aaaba093109fa
http://secure-web.cisco.com/12ejjZV5XrS20RkKHD_iNd_yGYgNj9qf62SZdHXSVJTrP2MlFK1k3TWFuoiQUR_AwttdVUhR9wD3n5ZbyhuX8HeQFxea0hqLJ3jUEEABs4nL4E8C8vIxpb9wn3B2-jXmTm7nyQLkeBJ-ILTf2v7wWwUbCHQeupIVTzAQ4XwseyaF1pfrjoIezR-_vaIWhEP2zK--leic9VVyodSf5sSyw6HjGPz0WdIgDEbDm5sOezLxCb_hN-BkS9cPgPSVeDHfYZ79Uyps3BYoQ4qCxyc6wmX8Jsdiup1TrjkmD-IxsxrLo-84wLkoFGwrFtA47uAMaFRm__1rjWdhmIkxXm4bjJOwMccCJh_KlIO8oHET4hbBlMTNPDairp023d-dGf4CSACfj6mFoyphZim5a4kShahKPtD1o2X2WqtEyz5ORuLUe7YcsDOCuzegET5kG47vHu2fEDacT2OQwNCRh9sSdWTrAIN5BwkD7Eu2enH5vkYjjsleKKCAmX-eHd0ZW-x44/http%3A%2F%2Fclick.deloitteoneconnect.com%2F%3Fqs%3Df1edd10c7e18899cb2d0ffcba58ecc5feb8b667b212fb94809561c6ac393c4c303808a85a3434c89edb1b6d13c8c573690d01ceb66673487


Kazakhstan, will have to adhere to entry regulations for travelers coming from “high-
risk” countries. 
 
Key Points:  
 

 Travelers coming from these countries or who have spent any time in any of 

these countries during the 14 days prior to their boarding a flight for Hong 

Kong must have the following: 

o Letter or certificate in English or Chinese issued by a laboratory or 

healthcare institution bearing the name and identity card or passport 

number of the relevant traveler to show that: (a) the traveler 

underwent a nucleic acid test for COVID-19 within 72 hours before the 

scheduled time of departure of the flight; (b) the test conducted on 

the sample is a nucleic acid test for COVID-19; (c) the result of the test 

is negative for COVID-19.  

o The original of the report for the test issued by the laboratory or 

healthcare institution bearing the name and identity card or passport 

number of the relevant traveler. 

o Letter in English or Chinese issued by the relevant authority of the 

government of the place in which the laboratory or healthcare 

institution is located certifying that the government recognizes the 

laboratory or healthcare institution. 

o The traveler has confirmation in English or Chinese of a room 

reservation in a hotel in Hong Kong for not less than 14 days starting 

on the day of arrival in Hong Kong. 

 Before arriving in Hong Kong, the operator of the aircraft should submit to the 

Department of Health (DH) a specified form confirming that each relevant 

traveler has produced the above documents before checking in for the flight to 

Hong Kong. 

 If any of the conditions specified by Secretary for Food and Health (SFH) is not 

met in relation to any traveler, each of the operators of the flight is liable on 

conviction to the maximum penalty of a HK$50,000 fine and imprisonment for 

six months. If an operator fails to comply with a requirement to provide 

information, or knowingly or recklessly provides any information that is false or 

misleading, he or she is liable on conviction to the maximum penalty of a 

HK$50,000 fine and imprisonment for six months. 

 If a traveler coming to Hong Kong fails to comply with a requirement to 

provide information, or knowingly or recklessly provides any information that 

is false or misleading, he or she is liable on conviction to the maximum penalty 

of a HK$10,000 fine and imprisonment for six months. 

 

Back to top 

 



Saudi Arabia - Residency permit, exit, return visa 
extensions 

What is the change? 

Saudi officials have approved extensions of residence permits, visitor’s visas and exit 
and re-entry visas.  

Key Points:  

 Expired residence permits and exit and re-entry visas will be extended for 

three months for foreign nationals who are currently outside of the country.  

 Expired residence permits and visitors visas will be extended for three months 
for foreign nationals who are currently in Saudi Arabia, provided their permits 
expired during Saudi Arabia’s suspension of international travel because of 
COVID-19.  

 For foreign nationals in Saudi Arabia, exit and re-entry visas that were not used 
and expired during the COVID-19 lockdown will be extended three months.  

 Exit and re-entry visas will be extended three months for foreign nationals 
outside the country who were unable to travel to Saudi Arabia because of 
COVID-19 entry restrictions.  

The extensions will be provided automatically and free of charge. The exact expiration 
dates of permits covered by the extension have yet to be announced. Deloitte will 
provide more information as it becomes available.  

The extensions are good news because they provide relief to individuals who were 
prevented from entering or exiting Saudi Arabia because of pandemic-related 
restrictions.  

Back to top 

 

Angola - Work permit renewals 

What is the change? 

Angola recently updated its work permit renewal policy for foreign nationals. 
  
Key Points:  
  



 Work permits with expiration dates between March and 31st August will be 

considered valid for renewal. This is also true for foreign nationals with works 

permits who are currently outside Angola.  

 Foreign nationals are allowed to return to Angola with an expired work permit 

and renew it. Foreign nationals outside the country may also send their 

passports to Angola to renew their work permit. 

 

The updated work permit renewal policy is good news because it provides flexibility to 
foreign nationals working in Angola.  

 
Back to top 

 

Hong Kong - Government announces tightening of testing 
and quarantine arrangement for exempted persons 

What is the change? 

The Government has announced that the crew change arrangement for passenger 

vessels and goods vessels without cargo operation in Hong Kong will be suspended 

with effect from 29 July 2020. The testing and quarantine arrangement for sea crew 

members of goods vessels coming to Hong Kong for cargo operation, air crew 

members, and other persons exempted from quarantine requirement (exempted 

persons) arriving at Hong Kong will also be tightened. For the full list of details, please 

refer to the link below. 

More Information 

Back to top 
 

 

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1VQYrsV1-bxcZ8ozE5CsfXLxFfpRx6NaCeFBmqlQvQQu3mciKPtN-6firOcdsIPqY8YClYI8T3UFUiyVbH70vrnu2dHJS80wOHtOxW2CQF_BiXs_Z8IWPr4pNdJpMaUYJ5onNPY7P7l3X2jGQk8IkpoRbuxEoURXGZ8l37A7os1aEJiqqJkGAfmcCwkhApo7E_O759U4WP5puZOTS7nr6vvzsK4fCMDC378x9gz_Iry8GQV2kEc2RolfKLqwu4JkYsXWe7j7AaeZvKQWT4ULx4DPCqPFqGfX6iV8EBv4wLCXGrjyRIdScNtE1ZA44x9dtEc2TtbI1eOsNAhcTaqtx5s2faeldINVAQzffvK6aOIxvj18HtLth7Lju7_k622E9t_K-msZJBhtqzSFnsrqd05RGhvfIOsDdcC4A2m0fvbjXYy8QEe7CJSDVmZtCcs-VLliniLs3NIKyJUlSrJCOn2_SQy0tcSIL938zDqzlM4S2po97xlvE6iHQEKqOMQQ2/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.info.gov.hk%2Fgia%2Fgeneral%2F202007%2F26%2FP2020072600440.htm


Hong Kong - Immigration Department implements limited 
public services 

What is the change? 

The government has limited in-person transactions to essential and emergency 
services until at least 2nd August.  
 
Key Points: 

 The Immigration Department (ImmD) is directing individuals who do not need 
to submit applications in person to submit them via post, drop-in, online or 
mobile app. 

The full list of services available this week is located here 
 
The ImmD has limited services in recent weeks in response to an uptick in COVID-19 

infections in Hong Kong. 

 
Back to top 

 

Singapore - Singapore-Malaysia travel arrangements for 
permit holders, business travellers finalised 

What is the change? 

Singapore and Malaysia have finalised arrangements for long-term pass holders and 
travellers on essential or official business to cross the border. The operational details of 
the reciprocal green lane and periodic commuting arrangement will be published in the 
next few days, and applications will kick off on 10 August 2020. Meanwhile, the two 
countries have also agreed to develop a proposal for daily commuters crossing the 
border for work, and are also working out arrangements for cross-border travel for 
compassionate reasons. 
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https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202007/24/P2020072400717.htm


Vietnam - COVID-19 tests for foreign experts 

What is the change? 

The Government will require foreign experts coming to Vietnam for work to get COVID-
19 tests done three to seven days before they arrive. The testing must be done at a 
government-approved medical centre or one recognised by the World Health 
Organisation. Those who bought tickets and are scheduled to arrive in Vietnam before 
5 August 2020 are exempt from the requirements. 

Back to top 

Finland - Residence permit income requirement updated 

What is the change? 

 

The Finnish Immigration Service has announced that it will consider granting residence 
permit extensions to those who do not meet the minimum income level, depending on 
the circumstances. The exception to the income requirement is not automatic for all 
residence permit extensions submitted this year but each case is considered 
individually. 
 
Key Points:  
 

 The lower income must be due to the coronavirus pandemic  

 In general some proof of the exceptional circumstances from the employer is 

required  

 The decrease in income is considered temporary if it lasts for no more than six 

months.  

 The exception will be in force until 31st December. 

 

It should be noted that if an exception to the income requirement is made, the 
extended permit is granted only for one year. 
 
Most residence permits have an income requirement, which means that residents 
must have sufficient funds to live in Finland throughout the entire period of the 
residence permit’s validity. 
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Qatar - Exceptional entry permit service launching 

What is the change? 

Qatar is launching an exceptional entry permit service to allow certain individuals to 
enter the country. 
 
Key Points:  

 Beginning 1st August Qatari residents abroad will be allowed to apply for an 
exceptional entry permit in order to return to Qatar.  

 The temporary Exceptional Entry Permit service will make it possible for 
employers to apply for entry permits for residents and their family members 
with Qatar ID cards to return to the country. The application service will be 
available on the Qatar Portal.  

 The validity of the entry permit is one month from the date it was issued.  
 
The Eid holiday coincides with the launch of the Exceptional Entry Permit service so 
there may be delays in application processing at that time. The Qatar government will 
be closed from 30th July to 6th August for Eid Al-Adha and will resume work on 9th 
August. 

Qatar implemented new entry regulations the last week of June. The temporary 

exceptional entry permit service is good news for employers who wish to return 

employees abroad to Qatar. 
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Zambia - Travel and flight extensions update 

What is the change? 

Zambia recently updated its travel and flight restrictions. 

Key Points:  

 All airports are open for international flights. 

 Passengers arriving at Kenneth Kaunda International (LUN) and Simon Mwansa 

Kapwepwe International (NLA) airports must present a negative COVID-19 test 

certificate obtained within four days before boarding their flights. Certificates 

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1bMtDusAsXHvkzsM3m0pNHzXit2YuG_Ti3p3XBDznZUaNBlWVcsx5-RjMHb4LA0ucFHgWUP27zzbvH7s_MUBogoE1kWqbu-VBx4SkDlHSFufZH0rZ2HE6sjOGWPrjMd1MBcnmCr3DgmhMz-dxGY2Mj0t6jVaRq-JcWN-ZWVwQbdQhdx7wv6_udi71W3BdQ_n-4H7c_wXZl6moEcwBZbFmg8nF3mV0o3IritGr5ep4w3GjUE5ZUpIi00M-WFAcrTV1rzbcwdf-7jqAVPggwyS5TiAn_sT170ussmuPC9krGiP4po8q7DJTRBFp5Xon0YzEPj9UyqOzzuihDhpw6gkE4ITC17hnR9Pt0xzK3CKEKxJcWChyi-BEwKhEuU1Rj_zEMdjo0KDghbLxrbgxGMuMHB6-J3r_NPhYEvotW8aD7Tf8BNeBsw-EWAPRLvotgn44gPlewLz8Oe6DhGqsJpT4VTtDCQtMtDYTARi3GUH0OU5mBmyeo2TMQAOdzZjnDb_OBZTLsNeWfbq3f8Kxr9mKeQ/https%3A%2F%2Fportal.www.gov.qa%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fqsports%2Fhome


must be from designated laboratories authorised by the Health Authority of 

the country of departure 

 Individuals transiting through Zambia will not be allowed to exit their flights 
without authorization. Crewmembers will be allowed to exit and must undergo 
mandatory quarantine during their rotation and rest periods. During these 
times, they will be under the supervision of health authorities.  

 Foreign nationals and alien residents planning to transit through Zambia by 
land and cross the border into neighbouring countries such as Angola, 
Botswana, Congo, Malawi and South Africa will not be allowed to enter 
without a written clearance from the Zambian Department of Immigration and 
Ministry of Health. Such individuals must also have a negative COVID-19 test 
certificate obtained within four days of entry. 

 Individuals with tourist visas will not be allowed to enter without a written 
clearance from the Department of Immigration and a negative COVID-19 test 
certificate obtained within four days of entry.  

 Individuals with a business visa must have a written clearance from the 
Zambian Department of Immigration and Ministry of Health before they arrive. 
This document must state the significance of the business in Zambia. 

 Spouses, children or other relatives of permit or residence card holders are not 
allowed to enter without a written special clearance from the Zambian 
Department of Immigration. 

 Visas on arrival will not be issued for tourists or visitors at Kenneth Kaunda 
International Airport. Travelers who wish to apply for visa upon arrival must 
contact the Lusaka office to request authorization for a boarding clearance 
before they begin their flight.  
 

The opening of all airports for international flights is good news for employers who 
wish to send employees to Zambia. At the same time, there are still travel restrictions 
in place to mitigate the spread of COVID-19. 
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Finland - Residence permit income requirement updated 

What is the change? 

The Finnish Immigration Service has announced that it will consider granting residence 
permit extensions to those who do not meet the minimum income level, depending on 
the circumstances. The exception to the income requirement is not automatic for all 
residence permit extensions submitted this year but each case is considered 
individually. 
 



Key Points:  
 

 The lower income must be due to the coronavirus pandemic  

 In general some proof of the exceptional circumstances from the employer is 

required  

 The decrease in income is considered temporary if it lasts for no more than six 

months.  

 The exception will be in force until 31st December. 

 

It should be noted that if an exception to the income requirement is made, the 
extended permit is granted only for one year. 
 
Most residence permits have an income requirement, which means that residents 
must have sufficient funds to live in Finland throughout the entire period of the 
residence permit’s validity. 
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United Kingdom - COVID-19: Update on visa extensions & 
UK overseas Visa Application Centers 
 
What is the change? 

The United Kingdom provided guidance on the position of those whose UK visa’s 
expired between 24 Jan and 31 July. The government also provided further information 
on the opening of additional overseas visa centers this week, bringing the total number 
of open overseas visa application centers to 154.  
  
  
Key Points on Visa Extensions:  
  

 Visa holders in the U.K. who could not leave because of COVID-19 had their 

visas extended to July 31 if their visas expired between 24 Jan and 31 July. 

They will no longer be able to extend their visa automatically and must take 

reasonable steps to leave the UK or regularize their stay in the UK.  

 Visa holders who fall into this category will be given an extra month’s grace 

period within the UK to 31 August to make the necessary arrangements to 

leave the UK.  



 Conditions of their stay in the UK will remain the same, allowing them to work, 

study, rent accommodation until 31 August. 

 Visa holders who cannot leave the U.K. because of COVID-19 and intend to 

remain in the country beyond 31 August, may request additional time by 

contacting the coronavirus immigration team. Visa holders may be granted 

short-term special protection against any adverse action or consequences 

after their leave has expired by evidencing why they are unable to leave.  

Key Points on Visa Application Centers:  

  
 Centers are opened this week in the following cities: Georgetown, Islamabad, 

Karachi, Kingston, La Paz, Lahore, Port of Spain, Rio de Janeiro, Sabah, Sao 

Paulo, Tehran, Thimphu and Ulaanbaatar.  

 This is the latest round of re-openings. At the beginning of June, visa centers in 

Australia, China, Hong Kong, Malaysia, Taiwan and Thailand opened their 

doors.  

 Other centers are still closed, including some in the U.S., where no official date 

has been given for visa center services to resume.  

 As the situation remains fluid, the Government continue to keep the opening 

of VACs’ under daily review and advise that this is checked with the most up to 

date information on the relevant websites. For Europe, Africa and parts of the 

Middle East: uk.tlscontact.com and for all other countries: vfsglobal.co.uk.  

 Priority and Super Priority Visa services continue to be paused for now in all 

locations. 

 If an individual’s 30-day visa to work, study or join family has expired, overseas 

customers can now contact their visa application center to request a 

replacement. Details of how to do this can be found here.  
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Deloitte’s View 

Visa holders with visas that expired between 24 Jan and 31 July must make reasonable 
efforts to leave the country by 31 August. Those who cannot leave must update their 
records, as described above. The reopening of additional VACs is welcome news, 
though applicants should be aware that services are limited and some VACs, especially 
in areas where COVID-19 is not under control, remain closed. 

mailto:mailto:CIH@homeoffice.go.uk
https://uk.tlscontact.com/
https://www.vfsglobal.co.uk/en
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-uk-visa-applicants-and-temporary-uk-residents


  
The response to the COVID-19 pandemic continues to develop, and Deloitte will 
provide additional updates as information becomes available. Please check Deloitte’s 
COVID-19 Digital Map, available here, for information on travel restrictions and 
immigration changes in other countries. 

 

Czech Republic - Foreign travel restrictions eased 

What is the change? 

The Czech Republic recently relaxed travel restrictions for foreign travelers. 

Key Points:  
  

 Foreign travelers coming from countries on the low-risk list are allowed to 

enter the Czech Republic. The list includes most EU/Schengen Area countries 

and six from outside of Europe: Australia, Canada, Japan, New Zealand, South 

Korea and Thailand. (A link to the list can be found in the second section of the 

Ministry of the Interior Web page.) Third-country nationals from countries not 

on the low-risk list are prohibited from entering, except for the individuals 

listed below. Foreign nationals who are temporary or permanent residents of 

countries not on the low-risk list are also prohibited from entering, unless they 

hold a Czech Republic permit or visa. 

 The following individuals are allowed to enter the country: 

o Foreign nationals with a long-term residence permit or permanent 

residence permit for residence in countries with a low risk of COVID-

19. 

o Holders of a valid long-term visa or a long-term, temporary or 

permanent residence permit card for residence in the Czech Republic. 

o Foreign nationals with a short-term visa issued by the Czech Republic 

after 11 May.  

o Foreign nationals whose entry into the country is in the interest of the 

Czech Republic, with a reason for entry supported by adequate 

documentation. 

o International transport workers with a reason for entry supported by 

adequate documentation. 

o Diplomats and officials of international organizations registered with 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  

 Foreigner travelers entering the Czech Republic are required to have a 
negative COVID-19 RT-PCR medical test certificate issued by a doctor or public 
health authority no more than four days before entry, combined with a 

https://gowork.ges.deloitte/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__secure-2Dweb.cisco.com_1hIGQkE6D4XnjOgGG-5FfWycoytwqTruWQIjNg-2De0ajj-5FTp7I0P5DzI9dU-5FKGFDXVRnkwEZUiCG2EoxThAg-5F36ikkqJ6P4nc47jkGB2I3gF95EZJq7ofWd3gilTNxzpv3evs2acSGtQ03SZeNovtA-5F-5FtwcMu1f37TSJxfEMO0lqyXGr6Gk5ZvAUf2bLznlg3cV-5Foej3mDVuQs1ccPGCF4bpQA3Qst7aYEX61Z73xLwlqYR3PGIPqYck2RhghBa8R2N6SZozCwAfYQr-2DR1JjlWLKfJmGUH8LB-5F85ZxTDK2OkllGnWgoqEMvh8FS1k5qtvyN-2DOV0QxW94QkiQAlLZo9vidw_https-253A-252F-252Fwww.mvcr.cz-252Fmvcren-252Farticle-252Fcoronavirus-2Dinformation-2Dof-2Dmoi.aspx&d=DwMF-g&c=6HFirGB4LnuU4asVt8kNcA&r=3zgnDCi6Zh1qrOy2x89WAVrwWTm7nmDYJInxitbweuM&m=Pi6tg37pSqBMhsW-ZQugxZqoYUwyHs25LEaaYO3D0FE&s=qVzsCP0iusyWlbQW9153mLTRN9z3I1_insztG5WOPkU&e=


laboratory confirmation. Foreign travelers entering the country without these 
documents are subject to 14-day quarantine.  

 EU nationals and non-EU nationals with EU long-term resident status may 

enter the Czech Republic without a negative PCR test and do not have to prove 

the purpose of travel if they are arriving from a low-risk country. 

 The Czech Republic has begun to open up embassies and consulates around 

the world. As of 15 July, 16 of its diplomatic missions abroad had fully resumed 

operations, while 28 had partially resumed them. Check this website for up-to-

date information. 

The relaxing of travel restrictions for foreign travelers coming from low-risk countries is 
good news for employers wishing to send employees to the Czech Republic 
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Italy - Mandatory quarantine for travelers from Bulgaria, 
Romania 

What is the change? 

Italy has imposed a mandatory quarantine requirement for travelers from Bulgaria and 
Romania.  
 
Key Points:  
 

 Travelers from Bulgaria and Romania will be permitted to enter but must 

quarantine for 14 days. 

 The mandatory quarantine applies to anyone who has been in Romania and 

Bulgaria or traveled through those countries in the last 14 days.      

        

Italy has moved to open up to more foreign travelers in recent weeks, lifting some of 
its COVID-19 entry restrictions.  
 
So far, Italy has lifted travel restrictions for residents of EU/Schengen Area countries as 
well as Algeria, Australia, Canada, Georgia, Japan, Morocco, New Zealand, Rwanda, 
South Korea, Thailand, Tunisia and Uruguay. Those traveling from all other countries 
must be entering to study or for work, urgent or health reasons and returning home or 
to one’s place of residence.  
 
In addition, Italy has imposed a ban on entry for travelers who have visited or stayed in 
any of the following countries in the past 14 days: Armenia, Bahrain, Bangladesh, 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__secure-2Dweb.cisco.com_1Dmq8SY1ABIqkxrb1cBg9u60c-2DkzUNslOeCvZ8IeLnFU9BEstWBpbMI8skn-5Fe-5F3xRCzKZn4OmHF0712DvgEfaf0qZns6xfIPpmcssOmUk8V2xUc0ZAD3kwtYwekoufpmPWRk7D451IHAtYZAUTbkORnilhWwY-2DGG-5FX5lQz3pPqt7ri8OUi1fkJ9tyZbazRW1JpFcNvHuAl5vbsff8HY-2DUVwD8J5-2DvXO55jBG-5F3-5FZ8Bs9uIfbNT9mDLYEEewGgpuTvBfQYXs3ltSoJFtANoY-2D-5FYUNuKSIulV26dm0AUhMNwIpHOeT1KFJF81JP6OLsy3sNHaR6Zisw2FW6yc2MU0cxwQ_https-253A-252F-252Fwww.mzv.cz-252Fjnp-252Fen-252Finformation-5Ffor-5Faliens-252Fnews-252Fsubmitting-5Fvisa-5Fand-5Fresidence-5Fpermit.html&d=DwMF-g&c=6HFirGB4LnuU4asVt8kNcA&r=3zgnDCi6Zh1qrOy2x89WAVrwWTm7nmDYJInxitbweuM&m=Pi6tg37pSqBMhsW-ZQugxZqoYUwyHs25LEaaYO3D0FE&s=G2XCecvNE9MtXdZMZ5sdB_bmxgmrm45lxTbx0em7oFE&e=


Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Chile, the Dominican Republic, Kosovo, Kuwait, 
Moldova, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Oman, Panama, Peru and Serbia.  

 

The ban does not apply for citizens of Italy, EU, Schengen countries, UK, Andorra, 
Monaco, San Marino and Vatican City and their family members on condition that they 
are registered as residents in Italy before 9 July 2020. However, the mandatory 
quarantine for 14 days is still required for travelers who have stayed or transited in the 
listed countries.   

 
Those planning travel to Italy should take note of the entry restrictions and quarantine 
requirements and plan accordingly. 
 
Back to top 

 

Spain - Spain updates entry rules regarding COVID-19 

What is the change? 

The Spanish government has amended the criteria for non-essential travel restrictions 
as a result of COVID-19. The updated list of countries exempted from entry ban 
includes countries added and removed as health conditions worsen/improve in each 
country. 
 
Key Points: 
 

 Citizens from the following countries can travel to Spain: Algeria (subject to 

reciprocity), Australia, Canada, China (subject to reciprocity), Georgia, Japan, 

Morocco (subject to reciprocity), New Zealand, Rwanda, South Korea, Thailand, 

Tunisia, Uruguay. 

 The list may be subject to modification at the discretion of the Ministry of the 

Interior. 

 The following groups are also exempt from the entry ban: 

o Residents of the EU, Schengen-associated states, Andorra, Monaco, the 

Vatican  or San Marino who provide documentary evidence. 

o Holders of a long-term visa issued by a Member State or Schengen-

associated state. 

o Working healthcare/elderly care professionals and health researchers. 

o Sea and flight crews and other personnel required to carry out air 

transport activities and transport of goods. 



o Members of diplomatic missions, consular posts, international and military 

organisms, civil protection, and humanitarian organizations for the 

performance of their official duties. 

o Students undertaking studies in Member States or Schengen-associated 

states provided they are traveling to the country where they study and 

entry is undertaken during the academic year or 15 days prior its start.  

o Highly qualified employees whose activity is mandatory, cannot be 

postponed or undertaken remotely, including participants in upscale 

sports competitions taking place in Spain. 

o Persons traveling for imperative family reasons. 

o Persons who provide evidence of force majeure, necessity, or whose entry 

is permitted on humanitarian grounds. 

 
This order will remain in effect until 31 July and will be amended according to health 
conditions in Spain and in each individual country. 
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Japan - Addition of countries/regions to restricted list 

What is the change? 

With effect from 24 July 2020, the following countries/regions have been added to 
restricted list for refusal of landing: Botswana; Comoros; Congo; Kenya; Liberia; Libya; 
Madagascar; Namibia; Nepal; Palestine; Paraguay; Sierra Leone; Somalia; Sudan; 
Suriname; Uzbekistan; and Venezuela. To view the latest list of restricted 
countries/regions, please refer to the link below. 

More Information 

Back to top 

 

http://secure-web.cisco.com/1vSuSZ4rb6TEihr3FFoRxUvl1rr3xdnku04pM7Vyi_TP18AdEZEG5Fd2IRe1-SuUpdBU0jYomPy9WyNZAyYjwqFOg71W1T1Elj9n9btKnTLaQXjlejZhYwy0VZz7DTNwGYUSvOGkeQ69qLR7-QIh5eUUZDPvhVNMxpTqBJVsHoD0zb3_TA5i9wRqqqc_LIh7F8zXqyUBAVHZ--5liq6msdZdub4ZIz6SrfhzodGYDFoieDDKziJMEfN0v47RR2ZzIg-5bTxfqb-7N_5bDeBeX2g0UwdYGU9ImyI-GhmnP3x_CBaAH1ayQtPxG13D_lrncRoRAnmnkUOEA1pFBduLgZToLG2YmAdSLgdAV2w69j9wr11d4BnLnfE01j5gWBgXqwfFsCbewogOcjmcefIc-usuGv8f-LIFfrTBUWRVwtfwBBAc5LE-JFebLyADppjLQWJTj3fn0MfecPlMJi6W2HG8pwM0rOizmqNcho8Ola6fYvBtVv2VFOWULjEAozo8m/http%3A%2F%2Fclick.deloitteoneconnect.com%2F%3Fqs%3D27a6a04776f2d6b54c31497e447a3a6ba765c330373ad3c8a103a06336185ed7a0881560725595daec5f0fd135e3a5dca757df09378c4905


Malaysia - Entry and quarantine procedures 

What is the change? 

With effect from 24 July 2020, all travellers planning to enter Malaysia must comply 

with the following entry and quarantine procedures: 

 Sign a Letter of Undertaking and Indemnity (LoU): The form can be downloaded 

here. 

 Obtain a Letter of Approval (Entry Permit) from an accredited Malaysian 

Mission: Applicants must submit the relevant documents and the completed 

LoU via email to the relevant Malaysian Mission at least three days before the 

date of departure. The email addresses of the relevant Malaysian Missions can 

be found here. 

 Present the Letter of Approval to airlines, public transport companies, and 

Immigration Department of Malaysia: A letter of approval from the Malaysian 

Mission must be presented during the flight/public transport check-in process. 

Failure to present this letter may result in the person being denied permission 

to board the aircraft, or other public transportation.  

 COVID-19 test: Travellers to Malaysia are not required to take the COVID-19 

test before departure. However, travellers are advised to check with their 

airlines if they have specific requirements for COVID-19 tests. Upon arrival, a 

COVID-19 test will be conducted at the arrival hall. The Person Under 

Surveillance (PUS) will bear the fee for the COVID-19 test. More details on the 

charges can be found in the link below. 

 Quarantine for all incoming travellers: The quarantine period is 14 days, or any 

period stipulated by the Ministry of Health, Malaysia. The PUS is not allowed to 

choose his/her Quarantine Station. More details on the charges can also be 

found in the link below. 

More Information 
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Taiwan - COVID-19 testing and quarantine measures for 
travellers arriving from Philippines 

http://secure-web.cisco.com/1176JhcFDXDxr2U6eKOlUIUjtsw1enecvP9m7T7bJKpF93ZZF6ptv-kWG0qCkVU5ItOvTR2kiREtoFz7CB195kIXGdSia8UVxrFZAZ5jyLpFZG0-YFXUIPLLEGxi8FviHDQPi1aqr0e5FCnnQkCHwjcC33oQYX13b_dQpb3Od7d5lY0lqOTRb_XtUp-48iPcaGlMJcOlCOIh9trcjCpTaAcB7NJC3EAb97sxdqNw0guD37bOibKwoz_VEEywtW6pVwiT6GPOc4a108F6k4298eytG9CavTjZccwayF2JobpvVh3QIpoTa09jyQmmySq9zAmurhNFuY-vbQKJHRHew54u268Sjuh2dPkfDLeFbpagAdUVFXVwN8bHlh2EmnEAt1V-5KT4fz8zm-VXUwz89WiHjnMOBlnQ1zPtbd2kvcTvbuY8bQ0gSN-78p-sedzVLhkOgjLj0em2_6z6zMrsKTimiTHKZ0a5ZV0AfOuK3WQvUnUOLsFgzLWBlri4VVOEC/http%3A%2F%2Fclick.deloitteoneconnect.com%2F%3Fqs%3D27a6a04776f2d6b5bfd3c57db43c1a8a645eae57cbd525f35988d956a857d644455d75f0b5e857ebde03ab8cb8bc715c357e33debb5c0c35
http://secure-web.cisco.com/1J1Hez4LvHIDymcvg7Qe0DfHg1mwWJUmo7KuF_cWKs47CKWBXMvSWjU-NHdL97ZIn8PizLopQSeynwZTEpwE8-j1iLlUgsV0BvTL5VDhB9VZ6yz1wWqgbSXwWdUTGaQ53Xf-YNJh9zP7URIwn8-aSgIPHeAcYA-DddTPRD5ZW3U_1xWNeSOdtiWOZmQlt3uvg3al66HLqLujQJGWE-FXBguh7a2Jkqgjy38Pl4VCZZSPdsJmOAVn1nSWyxJVQvls9XjhGGtg1aCV-Jpy5I3aYSEy9rtoSkXTUa_hJ59Q_Rtgi9ceGl7KcX65tpXMZ7tCrCKzb7WEKdB7xRaE8cKAQy3XbHu6WOtwTAPloT6C44JAgafTxbWpwyuIVl1WwREhMuCTfOlA0-_IAe6p1aQRfXjjWC2Tq8dbjm2u-AnJDzhNIfSOsQiW22SA5pGbrIaBd0mAs4qGFVNRv_zj0OuFvAhfi4H-GNb8BMra4CWiu7Fej33J5y3yjpRJ9yFBLB2Dw/http%3A%2F%2Fclick.deloitteoneconnect.com%2F%3Fqs%3D27a6a04776f2d6b57c8bd7c0be0e8b18f59a410ed3c8bd5b93e7fe9e30d4ea9ac9584f9e9024d1e5aecdee2e8dc0600d4c04e68269524590
http://secure-web.cisco.com/19qKg7MJi2KPvqEAnjtMfgG54suMzoqlqXzL8eABd8lUKGrn3TyBPSaIEepQOkHHAGd2JAWnoS-7nTK1NW110cNcSbvmhY3MlETloXXxbYKNoMwtrK1fzgJl9ygNf78FcsPtXWJ0Xi4_Qd_Ln4iovNljKIFZUoH5L1H53DtzmatQYmRxomXaqBZ_ZJ33PXpg-mLa8a7NqwZpRKtaJNXlfOuV3kZZEZPYvyLpvG_XzHKaILaskcQxluVqQ5uFriO1iv5Vwh79Ka8OHjRAwGP0k3Cg_aA7AVA2Y_DTvaVnaa98wxImTUOwd6A2yTKz-a1zqfApNL6DvrAMvP1oqnm-QQJ3Jk8THohBojWAwdCwy5dbXEovFL6vdAXsg2WzBaXeA-eYvOQ8GMKVKa2-_4H0_Bqqlbgldt-uoeXtkb5gEjPo9OQEiKpmPs5POHSxbNaD42PmHQ1Sq_IZMRpgZcIL3S2i7j7rS4C6r17S-MK-q3eck8V6ZaDud7aWQFGzisO88/http%3A%2F%2Fclick.deloitteoneconnect.com%2F%3Fqs%3D27a6a04776f2d6b53e848c33cf0372b446b117fc2f7849c60990f03fe2f0398e30b66ed0cadbd41a4827eb0791aa98a3fd2a031c5ba33f5a


What is the change? 

With effect from 26 July 2020, travellers arriving in Taiwan from Philippines will be 

subjected to the following COVID-19 testing and quarantine measures: 

 Taiwan nationals and certain foreign nationals (foreign nationals with an Alien 

Resident Certificate or a resident visa, migrant workers, foreign students, and 

foreign diplomats) must, whether they have symptoms or not, have their 

specimens collected at the airport. Those who have symptoms shall be 

transported to a group quarantine facility to await test results; asymptomatic 

individuals shall undergo a 14-day period of home quarantine at home or at a 

quarantine hotel. 

 Foreign nationals without an Alien Resident Certificate must provide a 

certificate of a negative COVID-19 test result issued within three days of 

boarding before they are allowed to board their flight or transit flight. Those 

who wish to enter Taiwan must also undergo home quarantine for 14 days 

upon entry. 

More Information 
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Taiwan - Adjusted regulations for COVID-19 testing 

What is the change? 

 

Foreign nationals who wish to travel to Taiwan for reasons other than tourism and 
regular social visits may apply for a special entry permit with an R.O.C. overseas 
mission by submitting relevant documents and forms. Applications by students and 
people wishing to study Mandarin in Taiwan will be handled by the Ministry of 
Education in line with its related measures. 
 
Upon entering Taiwan, all foreign nationals must present an English language 
certificate of a negative COVID-19 test taken within three working days of the flight to 
Taiwan and undergo a 14-day home quarantine period. 
 
The following visitors may be exempted from the COVID-19 test requirement: 
personnel on diplomatic or official business, migrant workers, and students (whose 
entry is managed by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Labour, and Ministry of 

http://secure-web.cisco.com/10Wkzg4iNLZL324QyB8DrHRjxBeXxz7rwFE402wYicSd4zv_KxFZnaU8iNl5oD91kdKwdzZjfpqMK4dmRjdAmKOD1RInAH-bPd2Z54n1P5y6QpjpXJjb5PJ5kOnQqp-w2gs0_8NF2jUqMfYjCl2JYA7s76pcd_V8WekRAN2OYt959x50iJeN9WJMNF74u7BLYzrwls3KZL9dN7nKukOl-q7GrPg-e71qscyREiqRd37bia_T28ReECbyXuBhUEj4cY6UqE4TaryfqZjuWThfejS1Rp2SD4zBl7RrhMbErURTpA0lX7dg4u8QpTnwJEvTs3hbM06O5mIfLaSu9oO9rNXnsWagjFLOgXXHf5PGwCh5gs8Q3N5DfK0beddXH9S8f-4NPa0g7d-dBQW1c3Lqafj9aQTCew9eTVepRuSgxjIKAXVfGrZ3F2-kV5f6YrcpLvlHF_e6vZAQ8roZCJYi95yk4EvClo2yZ7tKoMbsR5ubv_dQg5eNJFEvbv9Dleb7d/http%3A%2F%2Fclick.deloitteoneconnect.com%2F%3Fqs%3D27a6a04776f2d6b5a3594e0b19db2a64133363d4d98713305235cf09429f939bb99a3910825c00cd80530b001c37839969ca524e5675071f


Education and who represent manageable risk levels), as well as people coming to 
Taiwan for emergency situations and crewmembers on vessels arriving in Taiwan (for 
whom it may be difficult to obtain a certificate of a negative COVID-19 test). Foreign 
nationals holding a valid resident visa or an ARC are also exempt. All other foreign 
nationals must provide the COVID-19 test report upon arrival in Taiwan. 
 
For more details, please refer to the FAQ section in the link below. 
 
More Information 
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South Africa - Permits and visas extended until end of 
October 

What is the change? 

Visas and permits in South Africa will be extended because of the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic. The South African government cited the unavailability of most services at 
visa centers when announcing the extension.  
 
Key Points: 
 

 Visas and permits that were set to expire 31 July will be extended until 31 
October. Final regulations to be published. 

 

 Other temporary measures put in place during the initial extension continue to 
apply through 31 October.  

 

 Visa exemptions that have been withdrawn will remain withdrawn. 
Immigration services in South Africa have been minimal since the start of the pandemic 
and ensuing lockdown. The government has announced several temporary measures 
for foreign nationals who were legally present in South Africa during the start of the 
pandemic.  
 
Department of Home Affairs Visa Application Centers are operating for collections only 
and by appointment only. Visa Application Centers remain closed for other activities. 
The government is weighing the possible opening of the visa centers for online 
applications in limited categories and following possible online submissions, there will 
be in-person appointments for actual application submission.  
 

http://secure-web.cisco.com/159klrcNNA5sHicnaeSKzXLayPX7ZMlMej1IZdh_r4r6WseBNXQZqeXycL9VtB2emnjrepOFR_xlRSrIvdA6pWRJiR5c9fkkYaW1moddKpAHaYwPpFCeCY49bG_wV1gc6KkC5PbvUALi5UcoQaQD8pSwqlnxLJfOSiZG3VFxq-gZBBfXuqI78QPc81MXZO2tZdpvh7jRplz_w4iqUp0Z0HaSIFWDgk5TsfHw1a6Xe9rZVYtidNKI2eP_aQ_tUvJw4xykK5bg2oPpicHXbBvHB6A0VJcvQ8mL3riDk8OaT9fd2SDNcmS10I8JCyaqitB8Y5MAojlFaGt34n7ToHCmOi6PcnT4-_PmgodiVoVRJeQJPZ7WOOpOGNNOpbdwk785SpafBsXZvfqkoar247RgRSiiueyszK23NspIerOOunsfP_bp1WN6tzCUN1VA9nxaIX_vWkFkTC8Xt2ZgecxwlvV4FnKR-Nxm8dmOzw2nF8DmlARvxZvh-GQFrfTdEiqiR/http%3A%2F%2Fclick.deloitteoneconnect.com%2F%3Fqs%3D27a6a04776f2d6b5725899fbdae267954715a8c3d574766d73795fd96d2dcc49a8c446dd67fbf52018956ba1badad39d04ca64803720aae5


Employers should continue to monitor how the visa extensions affect individual 
employees. 
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France - Testing for travelers from certain countries, 
including US, implemented 

What is the change? 

France is now requiring COVID-19 testing for individuals traveling from 16 countries 
prior to entering France. Most foreign travelers from these countries are still not 
allowed to enter France, with limited exceptions.  
 
Key points:  
 

 The high-risk 16 countries are: Bahrain, Brazil, Israel, India, Kuwait, 

Madagascar, Oman, Panama, Peru, Qatar, Serbia, South Africa, Turkey, the 

United Arab Emirates and the United States.  

 Beginning 1st August a mandatory PCR test will be required 72 hours before 

boarding a plane for France for those traveling from these countries.  

 Individuals traveling from Bahrain, Panama, the UAE and the U.S. will have to 

present a negative PCR test 72 hours before boarding a plane for France, 

otherwise they will be denied boarding.  

 For travelers from the other 12 countries, a mandatory test will be given at 

French airports if a traveler arrives in France without test results. 

 The test will not be required for children under the age of 11. 

 

France has begun to lift some COVID-19 entry restrictions. Last month, France lifted 
entry restrictions for non-essential travel to France for citizens of European Union and 
Schengen Area countries. Earlier this month, France lifted restrictions on travel from 13 
non-EU/EEA countries. While France has not issued an updated list yet, restrictions on 
travel from Serbia are likely to be re-imposed based on their inclusion in the list of 16 
countries for which a COVID-19 test is required. International students who need to 
travel to France for study purposes have been able to do so since 1st July.  
 
Employers are encouraged to check with Deloitte for additional details, as travel 
requirements are fluid. 
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Russia - Air travel from UK, Tanzania, Turkey 

What is the change? 

Russia recently announced it will allow entry for air travelers from the U.K., Tanzania 
and Turkey. 

Key Points:  
 

 Citizens and permanent residents of the UK, Tanzania and Turkey will be 
allowed to enter Russia beginning 1 August via air travel only. 

 These travelers may only obtain a visa at Russian consulates in the U.K., 
Tanzania and Turkey.  

 

Russian borders remain closed for all foreign nationals with only a few exceptions. 

Foreign travelers entering Russia for work are subject to 14-day quarantine upon 

arrival. The same is true for passengers arriving on evacuation flights. In order to enter 

Russia, foreign travelers must obtain a COVID-19 test 72 hours before arrival and 

present a certificate showing a negative result or obtain a COVID-19 test in Russia, 

within three days of arrival. 

The lifting of air travel restrictions for nationals and permanent residents of the U.K., 
Tanzania and Turkey is good news for employers who wish to send employees to 
Russia from these countries 
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European Union - European Council updates travel 
restrictions 

What is the change? 

The European Union has updated its COVID-19 travel recommendations, removing 
Algeria from its “green list” of countries for which it recommends lifting entry 
restrictions. The removal of Algeria comes two weeks after the EU removed 
Montenegro and Serbia from the list.  
 
Key Points:  
 



 The EU now recommends that member states lift entry on residents of the 

following countries: Australia, Canada, China (subject to confirmation of 

reciprocity), Georgia, Japan, Morocco, New Zealand, Rwanda, South Korea, 

Thailand, Tunisia and Uruguay.  

 Residents of Andorra, Monaco, San Marino and the Vatican are considered EU 

residents for the purpose of the recommendations.  

 Travel restrictions remain in place for residents of all other non-EU/Schengen 

Area countries.  

 In countries where travel restrictions apply, the EU recommends that the 

following people be exempt:  

o EU citizens and their family. 

o Long-term EU residents and their family. 

o Travelers with essential functions or needs.  

 The travel recommendations will be reviewed every two weeks.  

 

On 16 March, the EU adopted temporary restriction of all non-essential travel. 
Restrictions were extended several times. EU member states began lifting travel 
restrictions earlier this month after the EU recommended lifting some restrictions on 1 
July.   
 
The EU continues to update its COVID-19 travel recommendations, and while member 
states have, in many cases, moved to implement the recommendations, exact policies 
will vary from country to country. 
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Norway - Entry requirements relaxed to include EU 
residents 

What is the change? 

Norway has expanded entry requirements to allow European Union residents and 
family members of citizens of Norway. Some quarantine requirements are still in place, 
however.  
  
Key points: 
  

 Anyone who is a resident of the European Union, the European Economic Area 

or a Schengen country can now enter Norway.  



 Anyone who is a citizen of a visa-required country and lives in a EU/EEA 

country that is not a member of Schengen can travel to Norway but must apply 

for a visa. 

 EU and EEA citizens who are not living in an EU, EEA or Schengen country 

cannot travel to Norway, with some exemptions. The exemptions include 

those traveling for work, to be a student in the fall of 2020, or if they have a 

family member living in Norway (spouse, cohabitant, parents, stepparents, 

grandparents, children, grandchildren/great-grandchildren, siblings, fiancé or 

girlfriend/boyfriend.) 

 Anyone who has travelled internationally must be quarantined for 10 days 

when arriving Norway. The following groups are exempt from the quarantine 

requirement:  

o Business travelers from Denmark, Finland, Faroe Islands, Greenland 

and Iceland. 

o Business travelers coming from Sweden are only exempted while 

travelling to and from work and while at work.  

o Any person necessary to maintain the proper operation of critical 

social functions and attend to basic needs of the population, including 

persons carrying goods and passenger transport. 

o Travelers from European “safe countries”, seen here. 

 

Norway has previously allowed entry to anyone granted a work permit after 1 July, 

those with study permits, family members of Norwegian nationals or foreigners living 

in Norway who have been granted a residence permit based on this relationship, and 

anyone granted a residence permit before 20 April or those from a visa-free country or 

that has been issued an entry visa and the deadline for entering Norway has not 

expired. 
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Australia - Travel ban exemption request process 
streamlined 

What is the change? 

The Department of Home Affairs has streamlined the application process for travel ban 
exemption requests and provided further clarity regarding what are considered critical 
skills.   

Key Points:  
 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__secure-2Dweb.cisco.com_1i8yXhYUi8UfzQflo3AeeGxPhvXzrwkE2hwwQ5Z4yqekaqFbeLGgA8uqkUcaNCoWeAhm-5F0RmHR3VdrF4-2DjT5W9ZMuX5VFkpVrzP-5F47V9twBx8ZtG4fL-5Fn1fg-2DVCQSQY2VtlZI4zJXWvKfeib3RI-2D-5FE6ZiR231-2DfozbVzlzjo7Y3NXcbe5P9Eb0ecH3t-5FgG4dilEzmFI4Z2BcXpSsQZPZK3To9Iet0DtkbGF-5FO6QTxjyEZ6j03L1wV3Lf0GHsUrfJq1aZJ9cZgJXJYOU-2D5r8hZiGDcDN-2DGF5cAHzw8mUXF0GrBwKq7NBvSskKA-5FZILwXLk_https-253A-252F-252Fwww.fhi.no-252Fen-252Fop-252Fnovel-2Dcoronavirus-2Dfacts-2Dadvice-252Ffacts-2Dand-2Dgeneral-2Dadvice-252Ftravel-2Dadvice-2DCOVID19-252F&d=DwMF-g&c=6HFirGB4LnuU4asVt8kNcA&r=BbiS1d5ykayR0L4cpuaChkvULg6C3qh5lgIxRb1WR8o&m=AcdJ_-Vj2DNVVa2LMugVj4IZOqQq-aQRR7nV48-pF-s&s=ik8pSb58bt819CgVqkGh5kwMEwZeWwDGSpfQx3sJFAw&e=


 The new COVID-19 travel exemption portal supports streamlined business 

processes and allows applicants to check on the status of their application 

and prioritization by travel date.   

 Individuals and companies may now apply for a travel exemption prior to 

applying for or obtaining a visa. All travel exemptions requests should be 

lodged at least four weeks, but not more than three months, before planned 

travel. 

 Further clarity has been provided regarding what are considered critical skills, 

and travel exemptions requests may be granted if an applicant is a non-

citizen:  

o Traveling at the invitation of the Australian Government or a state or 

territory government authority to assist in the COVID-19 response. 

o Providing critical or specialist medical services, including air 

ambulance, medical evacuations and delivering critical medical 

supplies. 

o With critical skills required to maintain the supply of essential goods 

and services (such as in medical technology, critical infrastructure, 

telecommunications, engineering and mining, supply chain logistics, 

agricultural technology, food production, and the maritime industry). 

This list is not exhaustive. 

o Delivering services in sectors critical to Australia’s economic recovery 

(such as financial technology, large-scale manufacturing, film and 

television production and emerging technology), where no Australian 

worker is available. 

o Whose entry would otherwise be in Australia's national interest, 

supported by the Australian Government or a state or territory 

government authority. 

 
Businesses are advised to consult with Deloitte regarding whether an individual has 
skills that would be considered critical for the purpose of obtaining a travel exemption 
approval or a visa and travel exemption approval to enter Australia. 
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For the latest country-specific travel restrictions and immigration information in relation 
to COVID-19, visit gowork.ges.deloitte to view Deloitte’s Digital travel Map. 
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