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Anticipating CETA 

 

 

Introduction 

The European Union (EU) and Canada have set the date for 
the provisional application of the Comprehensive Economic 

and Trade Agreement (CETA) between the EU and Canada. As 
of 21 September 2017 companies can benefit from the 

provisional application of CETA and its direct advantages in the 
field of competition and trade relations. One of the main 
benefits of CETA is that numerous goods with EU or Canadian 

origin can be imported into Canada or the EU at a reduced 
import duty rate. Certain benefits, however, will only enter 

into force after all EU member states ratify CETA. 

What does this mean for you? 

With CETA, approximately 98% of all import duties in the 

trade between the EU and Canada will be eliminated. Another 
1% of import duties will be staged out over a period of up to 

seven years.  

When importing into Canada, goods originating in the EU can 
benefit from the preferential tariff treatment of CETA on the 

basis of a so-called origin declaration. The same applies for 
goods originating in Canada when importing into the EU. 
Origin declarations must be stated in specific wording on 

invoices or any other commercial documents, describing the 
originating product in sufficient detail to enable identification. 

 
To benefit from the preferential tariff treatment of CETA, EU 
parties exporting consignments of goods of which the value: 

- does not exceed a threshold of EUR 6,000, may issue a 

so-called invoice declaration. 

- does exceed a threshold of EUR 6,000, must register in 
the Registered Exporter (REX) system to be able to 

make a valid origin declaration. 

 

http://www2.deloitte.com/us/en.html


Once a REX number has been assigned, the exporter must 

refer to it when providing an origin declaration in order to 
make use of the preferential tariff treatment under CETA.  
 

In general, for transitional purposes, until an exporter is 
registered in the REX system, but no later than 31 December 

2017, the exporter may continue to use the approved exporter 
number on documents to prove origin, without the need for a 
signature, for free trade agreements with third countries. 

 

Next steps 

We suggest the following steps to anticipate the preferential 
tariff treatment created by CETA:  

 Assess whether the goods your company is trading in could 

benefit from a preferential tariff treatment under CETA; 

 Assess whether the goods your company is trading in have 
EU preferential origin (in case of import into Canada) or 

Canadian preferential origin (in case of import into the EU) 
and all origin requirements are met; 

 Assess whether a valid proof of origin is available;  

 When exporting from the EU to Canada and when the 

prescribed threshold is exceeded, ensure that your company 
is registered in the REX system so a valid origin declaration 

can be made; 

 When appropriate, make sure that the REX number is 
included in the origin declaration. 

As these steps allow companies to proactively anticipate the 
provisional application of CETA, we recommend that your 

organization take these actions immediately. Proper 
preparation will allow potential CETA opportunities to be 

utilized from the start. 

Please contact us if you have any questions on this matter. We 
are happy to assist you.  

 

 

Contact 
 

Global 

Fernand Rutten 
frutten@deloitte.com 
 

EMEA 

Klaas Winters  
klwinters@deloitte.nl 
 

 

 

       
 

 

 

 

mailto:frutten@deloitte.com
mailto:klwinters@deloitte.com
https://www.facebook.com/deloitte
https://twitter.com/Deloitte
http://www.linkedin.com/company/deloitte
https://plus.google.com/+Deloitte/posts
http://www.instagram.com/deloitte/
https://www.yammer.com/deloitte.com/
https://www2.deloitte.com/global/en/get-connected/contact-us.html?icid=bottom_contact-us


Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited 

30 Rockefeller Plaza 

New York, NY 10112-0015 

United States 

 

Deloitte refers to one or more of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited, a UK private company limited 
by guarantee (“DTTL”), its network of member firms, and their related entities. DTTL and each of 

its member firms are legally separate and independent entities. DTTL (also referred to as “Deloitte 

Global”) does not provide services to clients. Please see www.deloitte.com/about for a more 

detailed description of DTTL and its member firms.  

 

Deloitte provides audit, consulting, financial advisory, risk advisory, tax and related services to 

public and private clients spanning multiple industries. Deloitte serves four out of five Fortune 

Global 500® companies through a globally connected network of member firms in more than 150 

countries and territories bringing world-class capabilities, insights, and high-quality service to 
address clients’ most complex business challenges. To learn more about how Deloitte’s 

approximately 245,000 professionals make an impact that matters, please connect with us on 

Facebook, LinkedIn, or Twitter. 

 

This communication contains general information only, and none of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu 

Limited, its member firms, or their related entities (collectively, the “Deloitte network”) is, by 

means of this communication, rendering professional advice or services. No entity in the Deloitte 

network shall be responsible for any loss whatsoever sustained by any person who relies on this 

communication. 

 
© 2017. For information, contact Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited. 

 

To no longer receive emails about this topic please send a return email to the sender with the 

word “Unsubscribe” in the subject line. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/deloitte?_rdr=p
https://www.linkedin.com/company/deloitte
https://twitter.com/deloitte

