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The Office of the Data Protection Commissioner (ODPC) has
published guidance notes in relation to the General Data Protection
Regulations (GDPR); The GDPR and You – Preparing for 2018.
The ODPC has issued its first in a series of guidance notes to assist
organisations with the implementation of GDPR as they want to try
to alleviate some of the industry concerns as well as provide clarity
on interpretation of the requirements. They have also advised that
over the next few months, they plan to issue new guidance and
tools to assist organisations further.
The ODPC have highlighted within the guidance notes the
importance for organisations to start to prepare as soon as possible
for the implementation of GDPR. They have mentioned this verbally
over the last few months, however, the guidance notes are calling
out that the sooner organisations begin to prepare for GDPR, the
more cost effective it will be for organisations. They have outlined
that organisations should be conducting a “review and enhance”
analysis of all current or envisaged processing in line with GDPR.
The ODPC have provided guidance in the form of a 12 point
checklist to assist organisations in preparing for the implementation
of GDPR. The checklist provides details in relation to:
1. Becoming Aware
2. Becoming Accountable
3. Communicating with Staff and Service Users
4. Personal Privacy Rights
5. How will Access Requests change?
6. What we mean when we talk about a ‘Legal Basis’
7. Using Customer Consent as grounds to process data
8. Processing Children’s Data
9. Reporting Data Breaches
10. Data Protection Impact Assessments (DPIA) and Data
Protection by Design and Default
11. Data Protection Officers
12. International Organisations and the GDPR
Organisations need to put a plan in place to ensure they are ready
for the implementation deadline of 25th May 2018, as the GDPR will
affect a number of the decisions firms make going forward, from
new products, to new marketing, distribution via digital etc.
Utilisation of Big Data is a big strategy of many firms and the
potential impact of the GDPR cannot be underestimated.
Organisations need to ensure they have a coordinated strategy
which makes it possible to identify and align regulatory change with
business-led change.
Deloitte has a highly skilled multi-disciplinary team of risk,
regulatory, cyber and analytics specialists who have expertise and
experience in the area of Privacy and Data Protection. This provides
us with a unique perspective that allows us to provide end to end
privacy services while also fully understanding the strategic
innovation objectives of organisations.
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