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Background 

 The Government of India has signed Social Security Agreements (SSA) with many 

countries with a view to minimize / mitigate dual social security contributions. 

 To obtain exemption from contribution in the host country, an outbound employee 

requires a Certificate of Coverage (CoC) from the Employees’ Provident Fund 

Organization (EPFO). Similarly, individuals coming to work in India can obtain a 

CoC from their home country in order to avail exemption from Indian social security 

contributions.  

 Such a certificate can be issued by the authorities for the period mentioned in the 

SSA. Where this is not the case, consent of the Competent Authority is required 

prior to issue of CoC.   

 This process was not being diligently followed and certificates were being issued 

beyond the stipulated period without the approval of the Competent Authority. 

 EPFO has now released a circular laying down the standard procedure (SP) for 

issuance of CoC for a period beyond that mentioned in the SSA. 

 

Standard procedure (SP) for an outbound employee 

 A joint application (from the employee and employer) for extension of CoC beyond 

the period mentioned in SSA has to be submitted to the concerned regional office of 

EPFO. 

 The application will duly be forwarded through the head office to the social security 

authorities of the overseas country to obtain suitable approvals.  

 The concerned regional office would issue the CoC for the extended period upon 

receipt of consent from the Competent Authority of the other country.. 

 For all issues relating to cancellation/amendment/extension of CoC, the original 

authority of the concerned regional office that issued the CoC shall be the 

competent authority.   

 

Standard procedure (SP) for an inbound employee 

The reverse process would apply in the case of a foreign national coming to work in 

India wherein the regional RPFC would have to provide the consent for issue of CoC for 

the extended period beyond that mentioned in the SSA. 

 

Comments 

Many SSAs provide for extension of CoC beyond the specified period, provided the 

same is within the extended time mentioned in the SSA. In the past, most RPFCs were 

providing the CoC for such period. Though with this circular, the process is not  



expected to be long-drawn, one needs to wait and watch to see the kind of timelines 

that will be followed in such cases. 
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