
Effect of the 
amendment

In case the aforementioned criteria are not met, there is a requirement to obtain a licence from the DGFT for the transfer of used IT assets from SEZ to DTA from
1 January 2024 onwards.

DGFT vide Notification No. 56/2024 dated 1 January 2024 has amended para 2.31 of the FTP to insert Sr. No. 1(e) for the import of secondhand IT assets from SEZ to DTA as under: 

Import of secondhand goods are generally restricted under para 2.31 of the Foreign Trade Policy (FTP); hence, an import licence is required from 
the Directorate General of Foreign Trade before undertaking such imports into India. The licencing requirement applies to used desktop computers, personal computers, 
laptops, air conditioners, electronics, IT goods, etc. 

The FTP was silent on the applicability of the licence in the case of the transfer of used assets from Special Economic Zone (SEZ) to Domestic Tariff Area (DTA) in the 
event of business transfer, de-bonding, hive-off, de-merger, closure, etc. 

Background on the import policy for secondhand goods
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Import policy 

• Normally restricted, licence needs to be obtained from DGFT; however, there are certain exemptions.

• Import shall be free, subject to the fulfilment of the following conditions:

1. Transferring previously utilised IT assets from a SEZ to a DTA is permissible for importation and subsequent use in DTA operations. This is allowed without the requirement of a licence, 
provided that the assets have a minimum usage age of 2 years within the SEZ and are not more than 5 years old from the manufacturing date.

2. In the event of the closure of the SEZ unit and relocation to DTA, the transfer of imported used IT assets is permitted without a licence, as long as the assets are not more than 5 years old 
from their manufacturing date. However, IT assets that entered the SEZ area in second-hand, used, or old conditions and were utilised for less than 2 years in the SEZ are not eligible for 
this provision.

3. No exemption should have been originally availed (such as CRO, WPC, or RoHS) at the time of the import of the IT assets into the SEZ.

Amendment in para 2.31 of the Foreign Trade Policy for the import of used IT assets

Category of 
secondhand goods

Used IT assets (laptops, desktops, monitors, printers) - import from SEZ to DTA.


