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An overview of the BIS certification

BIS is responsible for:
• Standardization
• Marking
• Quality/ safety certification of goods

• The BIS certification is typically voluntary, 

• It is, however, mandatory for certain 
products in the interest of public safety, 
health, the environment, fair trade 
practices, and national security.

• In such cases, the Central Government 
directs the mandatory use of Standard 
Mark under BIS licencing through the 
issuance of Quality Control Orders (QCOs).

• After the date of commencement of a 
QCO, manufacture, import, distribute, sell, 
hire, lease, store, or exhibit for sale any 
product(s) covered under the QCO, is 
prohibited without a valid BIS registration 
and affixation of the corresponding Indian 
standard mark (IS mark).

What happens under a QCO? Is BIS mandatory? What is a QCO?1 2 3
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Electronics and IT
• TV, LCD, laptop
• Microwave, printer
• ADP machine
• Invertor, adaptor
• Mobile, CCTV
• Smart watch
• Camera, room heater
• Electric meters

Chemicals and fertilisers
• Orthophosphoric acid
• Polyphosphoric acid
• Acetic acid
• Methanol
• Trimethyl phosphite

Textile and footwear
• Cotton bales
• Sandal/slipper
• Rubber boots
• Sports wear
• Geotextile

Food products
• Milk powder
• Feeding bottle
• Mineral water
• Milk cereal

Medical
• Clinical thermometers
• X-ray equipment
• Sanitary napkins
• Baby diapers

Metal and ply
• Steel wire, sheets
• Steel bars and rods
• Copper, nickel
• Aluminium ingots
• Plywood
• Ferronickel
• Welding rods and electrodes
• Cast iron products

Agro textile
• Insect nets
• Sapling bags
• Jute agro textile
• Nylon gloves
• Harvest nets
• Fencing nets

Industrial goods
• Cement
• Batteries
• Automobile – Pneumatic tyres
• Valves, regulators, capacitors
• Low-voltage switchgear and 

control gear
• Bolts, nuts, and fasteners 
• Solar DC cable

An Illustrative coverage of products and upcoming QCO’s

• Roadmap for over 200 
QCOs to be effectuated 
until 2027

• Over 90% QCOs to be 
implemented in 2024

Industrial items

Chemicals & petrochemicals 

Heavy industrial goods

Textile 

New and renewable energy 

Electronics and IT 

Steel goods

Upcoming QCOsExisting QCOs
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Illustrative examples

Recent QCOs of 2024

Products/Applicable QCO Indian Standard
Enforcement 

date
Industries

Hexagon Head Bolts, Screws and Nuts of product Grade C 
Hexagon Head Bolts (Size Range M 5 to M 64)

IS 1363 (Part 1):2019 21-Jan-24

Industrial goodsHexagon Head Screw (Size ranges from M 5 to M 64) IS 1363 (Part 2): 2018 21-Jan-24

Hexagon Head Bolts, Screws and Nuts of product Grade C –
Hexagon Nuts (Size Range M5 to M64)

IS 1363 (Part 3): 2018 21-Jan-24

Aluminium alloy tubes for irrigation purposes -welded tubes IS 7092 (Part 1):1992 25-Mar-24

Metal and ply
Aluminium alloy tube for irrigation purposes – extruded 
tube

IS 7092 (Part 2):1987 25-Mar-24

EC Grade Aluminium Rod produced by Continuous Casting 
and Rolling

IS 5484:1997 25-Mar-24

Ethylene Dichloride IS 869:2020 12-Mar-24

ChemicalPolycarbonate IS 14434:1998 12-Mar-24

Vinyl Chloride Monomer IS 17442:2020 12-Mar-24
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Licensing Procedure, Timelines, and Readiness
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Procedure for BIS licence

The process of obtaining a BIS licence involves several steps to ensure that a product meets the required standards set by BIS. Here's an overview of the typical BIS licence 
application process:

Determine the specific Indian standard (IS code) that applies to your product category 
Identify the applicable 
standard1

Prepare the necessary documents for the BIS licence application. This typically includes details about your product, manufacturing process, quality control procedures, and 
other relevant information

Preparation of 
documentation

2

Provide the required samples of your product to a BIS-recognized testing laboratory for testing. The samples will undergo testing to verify compliance with the relevant 
Indian standard.

Testing of samples3

Submit the completed application for BIS certification along with the required documents to the BIS office. The application should include details such as product 
specifications, manufacturing process, testing procedures, and the Indian standard you are seeking compliance with

Application submission4

Pay the requisite application fee for the BIS licence. The fee varies depending on the product category and the scope of the licence
Payment of statutory 
fees

5

BIS authorities may conduct a physical inspection of the manufacturing facility to ensure that the manufacturing process, quality control measures, and other necessary 
requirements are in place

Premise inspection6

BIS reviews the test reports, factory inspection findings, and all submitted documentation to determine if the product complies with the specified Indian standard and 
accordingly issue the requisite licence

Granting of BIS licence7

Once the BIS authorities grant the licence, the product can be marked with the BIS standard mark (ISI mark), indicating compliance with Indian standardApplying ISI mark8

The above step/procedure is only from a reference standpoint, as it provides general guidance steps for applying for a BIS licence. Such processes may have specific variations based on the type of product and any updates or changes in BIS 
regulations or procedures. 
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BIS licence – Indicative timelines

Step chart

BIS – 4-6  months from the submission of the complete application

Timelines*

*The above timeline is only indicative in nature, and the actual time will depend upon various factors like the validity of test reports, physical inspection, additional documents that the officer may require, retesting, etc. 

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Step 4

Application to the BIS office along with payment of fees

Preparation of documentation and testing of samples

Premise inspection by the BIS Scientist

Grant of a BIS licence



Bureau of Indian Standards© 2024 Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu India LLP. 8

Documents needed

* The above is not an exhaustive list, and BIS authorities may come up with any specific asks depending upon the application/product under consideration as required

Application form

Details of products (along with samples, technical drawings, and diagrams)

Manufacturer profile (along with its legal identification documents like PAN, 
COI, etc.) and blueprint of the manufacturing facility

Quality management system (QMS) certificate, if applicable

Trademark/brand name registration

1

2

3

4

5

Test reports from BIS-approved labs, along with a detailed list of testing 
facilities, testing equipment, and valid calibration certificates

Bill of Materials (BOM) used in imported products

Declaration of conformity and risk assessment report

Demand draft for the requisite fee payment

Power of attorney (POA); authorization letter, along with ID proof of the 
authorized signatory

6

7

8

9

10

General document list
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Why business must be prepared

Why 
now?

Identifying the BIS-approved labs for testing of the 
products that are applied for licences

BIS approval is a time-consuming process – lack of 
advance planning may lead to business disruptions

Preparing the company’s personnel at the 
company’s premises/manufacturing facility for the 
onsite visit by the BIS officer

The products cannot be imported/manufactured 
without the BIS licence

Preparation of the BIS application involves the 
collation of documents from multiple stakeholders, 
like the manufacturer, BOM, site, etc.

Following up with the BIS authorities in relation to 
any specific requests or additional information 
requirements
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Case Study 1

India

Company A

Import of office 
furniture

Company B

Outside India

• Company B imports office chairs and sofas which have upholstered fabrics
embedded.

• Upholstered composites used for non-domestic furniture are covered
under QCOs

• QCOs-IS-15768:2008 apply to fabrics, and not to furniture.

• Goods are assessed based on their presented form; furniture and fabrics are
classified separately.

• QCO on upholstered composites has been issued by the Ministry of Textiles.

• In order to avoid queries from Customs authorities regarding applicability of BIS as
the furniture contains upholstered composites, clarity may be sought in advance.

• Representation before which authority?

• Monitor DPIIT's draft QCO for potential future changes.

Facts

Is BIS registration required for imports of furniture?

Points of Consideration
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India

Company A

Import of Lithium-
ion batteries

Company B

Outside India

• Company B imports lithium-ion battery for use in Electric vehicles

• Lithium ion batteries are covered under QCO as per IS 16046: Part 2 : 2018

• BIS registration is required for portable lithium-ion batteries.

• There is distinction between portable and Non-portable batteries covered
under QCOs.

• Batteries used in EVs are non-portable batteries.

• Lithium-ion batteries for use in Electric Vehicles are identified as exempt from BIS
certification as they are designated to use in vehicles, not portable applications.

• Documentation and evidence: Maintain clear documentation proving the intended
use of the batteries for vehicles, supporting exemption from BIS certification.

Case Study 2

Facts

Is BIS registration required for lithium-ion battery used in EVs?

Points of Consideration
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Consequences of Non-Compliance with the BIS requirements
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Implications of non-compliance with BIS

Greater scrutiny of 
ongoing / historical 

imports / 
manufacturing of 

goods

Risk of fines, risk of 
criminal 

prosecution, and 
penalties ranging up 

to INR 5 lakhs**

Marketability / 
consumerism will be 
affected as products 
may be perceived as 

of substandard 
quality / lacking 

safety

Possibility of 
blacklisting by the 
Indian authorities

Loss of brand 
reputation for BIS 
non-compliance

Confiscation and 
detention of goods 

by customs 
authorities, leading 
to financial loss and 

disruption of the 
supply chain

**For import and sale: Range of 1 lakh and may go up to 5 times the value of goods

For manufacture and sale: Range of 2 lakh for the first contravention and go up top 5 lakh rupees for the second contravention. For repeated
contraventions, these penalty could go up to ten times the value of goods
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Key takeaways
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Takeaways

Identify necessary data points, documents, and 
information for preparing the BIS application

Identify BIS-approved labs for product 
testing

Apply for BIS license where it’s applicablePrepare for onsite inspection by the 
BIS scientist/ officer

Where BIS compliance is difficult, 
seek clarification in advance from the 

nodal ministries

Determine coverage of product under relevant 
QCO/need for BIS registration

Key action 

points

1 2

3

45

6
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Thank you!

Kindly spare a minute to help us with your feedback for 
today’s session…

For any queries, please feel free to write to us at intax@deloitte.com 

mailto:intax@deloitte.com
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