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Timothy Bridge
Lead Partner for Deloitte’s Sports
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As outlined in this report, the lifting of
COVID-19 restrictions and the gradual
return of fans brought chanting and
cheering back to J-League stadia in the
2022 season. As the league returned to its
traditional 18-team format, average
attendance rose to 14,328, double that of
the 2021 season, but still significantly down
on pre-pandemic levels (c.19,000).

On the pitch, fans were kept on the edge of
their seats as, in dramatic style, Yokohama
F. Marinos emerged victorious on the final
day of the 2022 season, overcoming the
defending champions Kawasaki Frontale to
win the J-league for the fifth time since its
inception. Both teams were again awarded
automatic qualification for AFC Champions
League group stages alongside Urawa Red
Diamonds, who in 2022 won the
continental competition for the third time.

Away from the pitch DAZN further signified
its commitment to growing the popularity
of the league by extending its domestic
broadcast rights deal by five years, to 2033.
The deal continues to operate on a revenue
sharing model, jointly incentivizing both
parties to grow the league, and includes
rights to all top three divisions of Japanese
football to ensure that J1, J2, and J3
matches are broadcast in Japan for the
next decade.

JV=JIRIRAYHYT 2022 | Greeting

Internationally, the appeal of the J-League
also showed signs of growth in 2022, with
media rights deals secured in Thailand,
India, and Nigeria, alongside the launch of
the league’s own YouTube channel to
broadcast matches with English-language
commentary to markets around the world.

We continue to see a rising number of
J-League players finding success overseas
- Takehiro Tomiyasu at Arsenal; Kaoru
Mitoma at Brighton; Daichi Kamada at
Frankfurt/Lazio; Wataru Endo at Stuttgart/
Liverpool. Top Japanese players honing
their skills abroad has undoubtedly played
arolein the recent success of the Japanese
international team, which beat Germany,
Spain on its way to the Round of 16 at the
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.

In the coming years, star players moving to
Europe may also help to further the
promotion of Japanese football
internationally, but the league must
balance this with the risk of damaging the
quality of their own product, should there
be a significant exodus of talent abroad.

Now in its ninth edition, the J-League
Management Cup profiles the impact of
these development on the financial
performance of Japanese football in 2022
and beyond.

About Deloitte’s Sports Business Group
Deloitte's Sports Business Group is a leading advisor to governments, investors, sport

governing bodies and organisations.

To date, we have advised organisations across 30 sports and 40 countries around the

globe.

Based in the UK, we provide our clients with knowledge and insight to enable
transformational change, resolve significant challenges, enhance value and fuel

opportunities for growth.

For more information, visit Sports Business Group | Deloitte UK
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