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Introduction
Today, the FASB issued ASU 2016-18,1 which amends ASC 2302 to add or clarify guidance
on the classification and presentation of restricted cash in the statement of cash flows. The
classification of restricted cash in the statement of cash flows, along with eight other cashflow-related issues, was initially addressed by the Emerging Issues Task Force (EITF) in Issue
15-F.3 However, after deliberation of those issues, the EITF decided to address the diversity in
practice related to the cash flow classification of restricted cash separately, in Issue 16-A.4 ASU
2016-18 is based on the EITF’s consensuses reached on that Issue.
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FASB Accounting Standards Update No. 2016-18, Restricted Cash — a consensus of the FASB Emerging Issues Task Force.
FASB Accounting Standards Codification (ASC) Topic 230, Statement of Cash Flows.
See Deloitte’s August 30, 2016, Heads Up for a discussion of the FASB’s guidance that is based on the EITF’s consensus in Issue
No. 15-F, “Statement of Cash Flows: Classification of Certain Cash Receipts and Cash Payments.”
EITF Issue No. 16-A, “Statement of Cash Flows: Restricted Cash.”

Key Provisions of the ASU
Key requirements of the ASU are as follows:

•

An entity should include in its cash and cash-equivalent balances in the statement
of cash flows those amounts that are deemed to be restricted cash and restricted
cash equivalents. The ASU does not define the terms “restricted cash” and “restricted
cash equivalents” but states that an entity should continue to provide appropriate
disclosures about its accounting policies pertaining to restricted cash in accordance
with other GAAP. The ASU also states that any change in accounting policy will need to
be assessed under ASC 250.5

•

A reconciliation between the statement of financial position and the statement of
cash flows must be disclosed when the statement of financial position includes more
than one line item for cash, cash equivalents, restricted cash, and restricted cash
equivalents.

•

Changes in restricted cash and restricted cash equivalents that result from transfers
between cash, cash equivalents, and restricted cash and restricted cash equivalents
should not be presented as cash flow activities in the statement of cash flows.

•

An entity with a material balance of amounts generally described as restricted cash
and restricted cash equivalents must disclose information about the nature of the
restrictions.

For summaries of the decisions reached by the EITF related to these requirements, see
Deloitte’s June 2015, September 2015, November 2015, March 2016, and September 2016
EITF Snapshot newsletters.

Effective Date and Transition
For public business entities, the guidance is effective for fiscal years beginning after December
15, 2017, including interim periods therein. For all other entities, it is effective for fiscal years
beginning after December 15, 2018, and interim periods thereafter. Early adoption will
be permitted for all entities, which must apply the guidance retrospectively to all periods
presented.
Editor’s Note
There is diversity in practice under current guidance related to transfers between
cash and restricted cash. Entities present such transfers as operating, investing, or
financing activities, or as a combination of those. There is also diversity related to
how entities present, in their statement of cash flows, those cash receipts and cash
payments that directly affect their restricted cash accounts. Some entities present
them as cash inflows and outflows, while others disclose them as noncash investing
or financing activities.
Although the ASU’s amendments do not affect how an entity determines what
restricted cash or restricted cash equivalents are, the changes could significantly
alter the way some entities classify and present restricted cash.
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FASB Accounting Standards Codification Topic 250, Accounting Changes and Error Corrections.
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Subscriptions
If you wish to receive Heads Up and other accounting publications issued by Deloitte’s Accounting Services Department,
please register at www.deloitte.com/us/accounting/subscriptions.

Dbriefs for Financial Executives
We invite you to participate in Dbriefs, Deloitte’s webcast series that delivers practical strategies you need to stay on top
of important issues. Gain access to valuable ideas and critical information from webcasts in the “Financial Executives”
series on the following topics:

•
•
•

Business strategy and tax.
Driving enterprise value.
Financial reporting.

•
•
•

Financial reporting for taxes.
Governance, risk, and compliance.

•

Transactions and business events.

Technology.

Dbriefs also provides a convenient and flexible way to earn CPE credit — right at your desk. Subscribe to Dbriefs to
receive notifications about future webcasts at www.deloitte.com/us/dbriefs.

DART and US GAAP Plus
Put a wealth of information at your fingertips. The Deloitte Accounting Research Tool (DART) is a comprehensive online
library of accounting and financial disclosure literature. It contains material from the FASB, EITF, AICPA, PCAOB, IASB, and
SEC, in addition to Deloitte’s own accounting manuals and other interpretive guidance and publications.
Updated every business day, DART has an intuitive design and navigation system that, together with its powerful search
and personalization features, enable users to quickly locate information anytime, from any device and any browser.
While much of the content on DART is available for free, subscribers have access to premium content, such as Deloitte’s
FASB Accounting Standards Codification Manual, and can also elect to receive Technically Speaking, a weekly publication
that highlights recent additions to DART. For more information, or to sign up for a free 30-day trial of premium DART
content, visit dart.deloitte.com.
In addition, be sure to visit US GAAP Plus, our free Web site that features accounting news, information, and publications
with a U.S. GAAP focus. It contains articles on FASB activities and those of other U.S. and international standard setters
and regulators, such as the PCAOB, AICPA, SEC, IASB, and IFRS Interpretations Committee. Check it out today!
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