
 

 

 

Art works and indirect taxes 
A path fraught with pitfalls 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
And the first rude sketch that the world had seen was joy to his mighty heart, till the Devil whispered 

behind the leaves 'It's pretty, but is it Art?'  

Rudyard Kipling 

 

Is it art? 

This question makes a lot of sense for indirect 

tax purposes as the customs and VAT rules 

relating to art works are very peculiar.  

Customs and/or VAT warehouses, freeports, 

temporary admission/importation regimes, 

specific rules for artists, galleries, collectors and 

intermediaries, different rules - including 

different VAT rates and possibly reduced rates - 

different in each member state of the European 

Union. 

Finding out the most efficient indirect tax path, 

taking into account business and logistic 

constraints, may be thorny. 

Any ‘art business’ stakeholder must have these 

considerations in mind in order to avoid 

unpleasant surprises and possible deal 

breakers.  

 

 

 

 

Our offer - art at work: a tailor-made 

approach 

Customs and VAT rules relating to art works 

are far too complex for a ‘one size fits all’ 

structure.  

Depending, among others, on the nature of the 

seller, the purchaser, the intermediaries, the art 

work itself, the physical flow of the art work and 

the place where the art work is sent, the best 

approach from an indirect tax viewpoint may be 

totally different. 

 

Your advantage 

We offer the expertise of a network of 

European indirect tax specialists dedicated to 

this issue. 

You will benefit from excellent advice to set-up 

your art works operations in a VAT-effective 

way. 

You will avoid unpleasant surprises, last minute 

deal breakers and other indirect tax pitfalls.

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/r/rudyardkip152252.html
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Deloitte Luxembourg 

560, rue de Neudorf,  

L-2220 Luxembourg 
www.deloitte.lu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Raphaël Glohr   
Partner | Indirect Tax 

Tel: + 352 451452 665 

rglohr@deloitte.lu 

Vincent Gouverneur 

Partner | Art & Finance Leader 

Tel: +352 451 452 451  

vgouverneur@deloitte.lu 

Christian Deglas 

Partner | Indirect Tax 

Tel.: +352 451 453 611 

cdeglas@deloitte.lu 

 

Adriano Picinati di Torcello 
Director | Art & Finance Coordinator 
Tel: +352 451 452 531  
apicinatiditorcello@deloitte.lu 

 

Eric Réolon 
Senior Manager | Indirect Tax 
Tel.: +352 451 453 677 
ereolon@deloitte.lu 

 

Edwige Clément 
Senior Manager | Indirect Tax  
Tel: +352 451 452 560  
eclement@deloitte.lu 

Deloitte is a multidisciplinary service organisation which is subject to certain regulatory and professional restrictions on the types of services we can provide to our 

clients, particularly where an audit relationship exists, as independence issues and other conflicts of interest may arise. Any services we commit to deliver to you will 

comply fully with applicable restrictions. 

Due to the constant changes and amendments to Luxembourg legislation, Deloitte cannot assume any liability for the content of this leaflet. It shall only serve as 

general information and shall not replace the need to consult your Deloitte advisor. 

About Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited: 

Deloitte refers to one or more of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited, a UK private company limited by guarantee, and its network of member firms, each of which is a 

legally separate and independent entity. Please see www.deloitte.com/lu/about for a detailed description of the legal structure of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited 

and its member firms. 

Deloitte provides audit, tax, consulting and financial advisory services to public and private clients spanning multiple industries. With a globally connected network of 

member firms in more than 150 countries, Deloitte brings world-class capabilities and deep local expertise to help clients succeed wherever they operate. Deloitte has 

in the region of 200,000 professionals, all committed to becoming the standard of excellence. 
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