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The European Commission 
is working on the unique 
opportunity to lead the 
Union towards a fair and 
inclusive transition for 
climate and digital topics. 

Commission Work Programme 2020

It sets out the most important 
initiatives and commitments that the 

Commission intends to take in its first year 

–including for the first 100 days.

It is focused around the six headline 

ambitions set out in the Commission’s 

President Von der Leyen’s political 

guidelines. It also reflects the main 

priorities for the European Parliament and 

those in the European Council’s strategic 

agenda for 2019-2024.

COMMISSION OBJECTIVES

• Binding climate neutrality target
for 2050

• Preserve and protect the
natural environment

• Redirect private capital flows to
green investments

• Promote and protect Europe’s
interests through open and
fair trade

• Strengthen the links between
our internal and external policies

• Legal clarity and a level playing field
for digital services

• Become a digital leader across the
board while ensuring the European
approach is human, ethical and
value-based

• Building the Union around stronger
values of solidarity, equality and
fairness

• Strengthen the Europol mandate
in order to reinforce operational
police cooperation

• Review the Stability and Growth Pact
for fiscal harmonization

• Better integrate national capital
markets and ensure equal access
to investments and funding
opportunities across the EU

• Improve the resilience of
our democracies

• Uphold the rights and the
rule of law

SIX EUROPEAN PRIORITIES

01. A European Green Deal

02. A Europe fit for the digital age

03. An economy that works for people

04. A stronger Europe in the world

05. Promoting our European way of life

06. A new push for European democracy
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Focus on the dual climate and digital transition objective
A way ahead to face the current challenges

 • White Paper on Artificial Intelligence to support the 
development and uptake of Artificial Intelligence  
and ensure full respect of European values and  
fundamental rights:
 – Support the development and uptake of  

Artificial Intelligence
 – Facilitate Access to Data
 – Create a stronger Regulatory framework  

for Artificial Intelligence

 • Put forward initiatives to make digital finance  
more robust against cyber-attacks, including  
a proposal on Crypto Assets

 • New Digital Services Act will reinforce the  
single market for digital services

 • Review the Directive on Security of Network  
and Information Systems

 • Comprehensive new Industrial Strategy for Europe  
that supports the green and digital transition

 • Secure financial data available within the EU  
(e.g., via artificial intelligence, big data and SupTech)

 • Strategy for green financing by March 2020

 • European Climate Law and Pact that sets a climate-
neutrality target for 2050;

 • Review of the Non-Financial Reporting Directive

 • Circular Economy Action Plan that promotes sustainable  
use of resources, especially in resource-intensive sectors  
with high environmental impact

 • Strengthen the EU Taxonomy with a classification of 
environmentally sustainable activities and focus on 
reducing short-termism in the corporate governance 
framework

 • Clear labels for retail investment products

 • Developing an EU green bond standard

 • Better integrate climate and environmental risks into the  
EU prudential framework and assess the suitability of the 
existing capital requirements for green assets

 • Assess how to treat green investments within EU fiscal 
rules, while preserving safeguards against risks to debt 
sustainability

DIGITALIZATION SUSTAINABLE FINANCE
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A way ahead to face the current challenges
Focus on the dual climate and digital transition objective

SUSTAINABLE
FINANCE

• Strategy for green financing by March 
2020

• European Climate Law and Pact that 
sets a climate-neutrality target for 2050;

• Review of the Non-Financial Reporting 
Directive

• Circular Economy Action Plan that 
promotes sustainable use of resources, 
especially in resource-intensive sectors 
with high environmental impact

• Strengthen the EU Taxonomy with a 
classification of environmentally 
sustainable activities and focus on 
reducing short-termism in the corporate 
governance framework

• Clear labels for retail investment 
products 

• Developing an EU green bond standard
• Better integrate climate and 

environmental risks into the EU 
prudential framework and assess the 
suitability of the existing capital 
requirements for green assets

• Assess how to treat green investments 
within EU fiscal rules, while preserving 
safeguards against risks to debt 
sustainability

DIGITALIZATION

• White Paper on Artificial Intelligence 
to support the development and uptake of 
Artificial Intelligence and ensure full 
respect of European values and 
fundamental rights:

− Support the development and uptake of 
Artificial Intelligence 

− Facilitate Access to Data
− Create a stronger Regulatory framework 

for Artificial Intelligence 
• Put forward initiatives to make digital 

finance more robust against cyber-
attacks, including a proposal on Crypto 
Assets

• New Digital Services Act will reinforce 
the single market for digital services

• Review the Directive on Security of 
Network and Information Systems

• Comprehensive new Industrial Strategy 
for Europe that supports the green 
and digital transition

• Secure financial data available within the 
EU (e.g., via artificial intelligence, big data 
and SupTech)
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