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Current statute of limitations
The current applicable statute of limitations in Finland is five years following the
end of the calendar year in which the tax was withheld. Therefore, a refund claim
for WHT on dividends paid in 2011 must be filed before 31 December 2016.
New changes
A bill has been approved before the Finnish parliament (ratification by the
president still needed) to shorten the current statute of limitations to three years.
The bill is expected to be enacted as from the 1 January 2017 applicable to
withholding taxes to be paid in 2017 and thereafter. For example, withholding
taxes paid in April of 2017 will need to be filed before 31 December 2020. The five
year deadline will continue to apply for all dividends paid before 2017.
For more details please refer to the Tax Alert from Deloitte Finland.
Client impact
Clients considering filing WHT reclaims in Finland need to consider the above
changes in order to file on time and make successful WHT refund claims for
dividends to be paid in 2017 and thereafter.
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