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Legal Update on the Proposed 
Ammendments to Mining Laws in Mexico

After last year’s elections in Mexico, a new 
political party (MORENA) took the majority 
of seats in the Federal Congress; since 
then, eleven motions to amend laws related 
to mining have been filed. It is extremely 
important to note that all the initiatives 
listed below are pending and none has been 
discarded.

Due to their potential impact for the 
industry, we are following up its progress. 
Our aim is to keep our clients informed 
throughout the legislative procedure. 

Initiative of senator María Guadalupe 
Saldaña Cisneros from the National 

Action Party (PAN)

Filed on 09/13/2018 in the Senate

Objective: To prohibit mining activities in 
protected natural areas. The exploration, 
exploitation and benefit of metallic minerals 
in which any compound containing cyanide 
or mercury is used will be prohibited.

Status: Awaiting study in the designated 
committee, together with all the involved 
parties of the industry.

Initiative of senator Jesús Lucía 
Trasviña Waldenrath from the National 

Regeneration Movement Party 
(Morena)

Filed on 09/20/2018 in the Senate.

Objective: To prohibit activities of the 
mining industry (exploration, exploitation or 
extraction) in protected natural areas and 
submarine surroundings.

Status: Awaiting study in the designated 
committee together with all the involved 
parties of the industry.

Initiative of deputy Clementina Marta 
Dekker Gómez from the Labor Party 
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(PT)
Filed on 09/27/2018 in the Chamber of 
Deputies.

Objective: Exploration, exploitation and 
mineral benefits will not have a preferential 
treatment when dealing with ancestral 
property that belongs to indigenous peoples 
and communities.

Status: Awaiting study in the designated 
committee together with all the involved 
parties of the industry.

Initiative of deputy Teófilo Manuel 
García Corpus from the Democratic 
Revolution Party (PRD)

Submitted on 09/10/2018 in the Chamber of 
Deputies.

Objective: To strengthen and protect 
the rights of indigenous peoples and 
communities related to mining exploitation.

Status: Awaiting study in the designated 
committee together with all the involved 
parties of the industry.

Initiative of deputy Víctor Adolfo Mojica 
Wences from the National Regeneration 
Movement Party (Morena)

Submitted on 10/23/2018 in the Chamber of 
Deputies.

Objective: The holders of mining 
concessions must have insurance to 
cover any damages caused to neighboring 
communities, residents and their heritage 
or environment. The mining company 
must have an independent supplementary 
account from the official Fund for the 
Sustainable Regional Development of 
Mining States and Municipalities that must 
be endowed with at least 2% of the profit 
generated by the extracted minerals or 
materials.

Status: Awaiting study in the designated 
committee together with all the involved 
parties of the industry.

Initiative of the Congress of Baja 
California Sur

Filed on 11/13/2018 in the Chamber of 
Deputies.

Objective: The local governments and 
congresses should be consulted before 
a concession is granted to explore and 
exploit substances or minerals. Mining 
activities cannot be above the interests of 
the States (protection of the environment, 
subterranean or superficial aquifers, and 
other natural resources).

Status: Awaiting study in the designated 
committee together with all the involved 
parties of the industry.

Initiative of deputy Martha Elisa 
González Estrada from the National 
Action Party (PAN)

Filed on 11/20/2018 in the Chamber of 
Deputies.

Objective: To prohibit carrying out works 
and activities of open-pit metallurgical 
mining exploitation in protected natural 
areas. It also prohibits the use of toxic 
materials that exceed the limits established 
in the corresponding Mexican Official 
Standards (NOMs).

Status: Awaiting study in the designated 
committee together with all the involved 
parties of the industry.

Initiative of senator Angélica García 
Arrieta of the National Regeneration 
Movement Party (Morena)

Filed on 11/20/2018 in the Senate.

Objective: To ask for annual studies of 
social impact related to local communities 
in a given mining area before granting a 
concession. Said study must be submitted 
before the Ministry of Economy and the 
Mexican Geological Service.

Status: Awaiting study in the designated 
committee together with all the involved 
parties of the industry.

Initiative of the Congress of Baja 
California Sur

Filed on 11/27/2018 in the Senate.

Objective: To specify various provisions on 
the feasibility of exploration, exploitation 
and benefit of extracted minerals and 
related substances. Said activities shall 
not have preference over the interests of 
the States related to the protection of the 
environment, subterranean or superficial 
aquifers, or other natural resources.

Status: Awaiting study in the designated 
committee together with all the involved 
parties of the industry.

Initiative of the Senator Geovanna Del 
Carmen Bañuelos De La Torre from the 
Labor Party (PT)

Filed on 04/12/2018 in the Chamber of 
Senators.

Objective: To strengthen the operation 
of the current Mining Fund with a social, 
environmental, and communities’ 
development impact approach, and 
rename it to “Fund for Sustainable Regional 
Development of States and Municipalities”. 

Status: Awaiting study in the designated 
committee together with all the involved 
parties of the industry.

Initiative of senator Manuel Añorve 
Baños from the Institutional 
Revolutionary Party (PRI)

Filed on 02/19/2019 in the Chamber of 
Senators.

Objective: To protect communities where 
mining activities take place. It proposes 
to cancel a mining concession when there 
is no capacity to implement the actions 
determined by the authorities that aim to 
remediate damages to the environment, or 
to the economic and social activities of the 
communities.

Status:  Awaiting study in the designated 
committee together with all the involved 
parties of the industry.

Deloitte Legal has a team of experienced 
professionals that can provide advice to 
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the members of the mining industry on 
legal and regulatory compliance in order to 
reduce the possibilities of fines, closures, or 
loss of concessions. 

Our professionals can also provide legal 
counsel concerning the above initiatives and 
the possibility to file an extraordinary appeal 
based in constitutional rights.
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