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Introduction

Water security is a major concern of countries around the world. Southeast Asia is no different. Seasonal scarcity 
will be exacerbated by changing weather patterns due to climate change. There is also increasing pressure on 
freshwater resources due to increasing industrial activities, population growth and agricultural use. And yet, 
Singapore, a small island with limited land to collect and store rainwater, was able to overcome its constraints 
with innovative solutions that are now a model for the world. While different solutions may be needed for the 
other member states, Singapore shows that this is a challenge that can be surmounted with enough ingenuity 
and commitment.   

Southeast Asia’s energy demand will likely increase by 2.3 times by 2040, when compared to 2017 levels.1 In 
meeting the region’s energy needs sustainably, ASEAN targets 25 percent of its energy generation mix to come 
from renewable sources by 2025.2 While coal dependent nations such as Indonesia, Philippines and Malaysia 
have announced that they will no longer build new coal-powered plants, the region is still likely to be dependent 
on fossil fuels to meet the rapidly growing energy demand. Nevertheless, this presents many opportunities 
for solar energy, which has been predicted to be a significant growth sector. The region is also rich in other 
renewable energy resources such as offshore wind, geothermal and hydropower. There is abundant potential for 
the region to accelerate large-scale adoption of renewable energy and invest in grid infrastructure upgrades to 
support renewable energy generation.  

As countries and organizations begin to embark on their net-zero journeys, the demand for high-quality carbon 
credits will increase in order to offset hard-to-abate emissions. This presents a significant opportunity for 
Southeast Asia as a region rich in natural capital including forests, peatlands, and mangroves. The establishment 
and deepening of carbon markets could be a win for Southeast Asian countries, particularly if they collaborate 
to establish policies and mechanisms to ensure that the region supplies high-quality carbon credits with a high 
level of transparency. This will be an even greater win for biodiversity, as 42 percent of all species in the region 
are at risk of being extinct by the end of the century.3

From 2005 to 2015, the amount of solid waste generated in ASEAN has notably doubled, especially for countries 
such as Thailand, Singapore and the Philippines.4 Further, plastic is estimated to account for 90 percent of 
marine debris in the oceans, where six of the ten ASEAN member states generate over 31 million tons of plastic 
waste in a year alone.5 Rising income levels and urbanization rates of its member states will continue to place 
increasing pressure on waste generation volumes. While ASEAN has launched regional plans to address waste 
management issues and combat marine debris, the region will require significant research, investment and 
community mobilization to implement waste management and reduction strategies. 

Climate change affects the most vulnerable segments of society, particularly women, hardest. Unequal access 
to land, water, and other resources affects not only women’s health and advancement, but also that of their 
children. Of concern, poverty rates have notably increased in several member states such as Cambodia and 
Indonesia over the past year, where women are found more likely than men to live below the poverty line. On 
the flip side, increasing labor force participation and reducing unpaid domestic work through better social 
provisions, such as childcare and aged care, represents yet another demographic dividend that has yet to be 
fully tapped. Hence, gender equality and women empowerment could have an outsized impact on climate 
action and the economy because of the role women play in their communities, in their homes and their families. 

1 ASEAN Secretariat, “ASEAN Energy Cooperation: Overview,” accessed July 20, 2022.
2 ASEAN Secretariat, “ASEAN Energy Cooperation: Priority Areas,” accessed July 20, 2022.
3 Temesek, World Economic Forum, and AlphaBeta, New Nature Economy: Asia's Next Wave - Risks, 

Opportunities, and Financing for a Nature-Positive Economy, 2021, p. 5.
4 Team Revolution, “Solving the Waste Management Problem in ASEAN,” presented at Nanyang 

Technological University Singapore.
5 The World Bank, “ASEAN Member States Adopt Regional Action Plan to Tackle Plastic Pollution,” 

accessed July 22, 2022.

This report focuses on five key aspects of sustainability selected by US-ASEAN Business Council 
members.  These are areas that are fundamental in supporting the growth potential of the region. 
These are also where the private sector, particularly multi-nationals with a presence in Southeast Asia, 
can make a significant impact. We provide country-by-country reports for ASEAN, excluding Myanmar.  

With the governments of ASEAN signaling their ambitions, Southeast Asia presents a fertile ground 
to take advantage of its rich natural capital to develop a strong model of sustainable development. 
There are many exciting opportunities for international companies to come to the region, partner local 
governments and non-profits, and tap on not just the economic potential, but also the green potential, 
of the region.

Energy & Climate

Water

Waste

Gender EqualityBiodiversity
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Methodology
Effectively assessing ASEAN’s progress towards sustainability-centered goals is a formidable endeavor 
that calls for a systematic and holistic scoring approach. The following report aims to concurrently 
evaluate a country’s national level plans and the current progress towards these established goals. In 
line with the stated objectives for this report, we delineated clear criteria and standards to serve as 
the backbone for our analysis.

For each of the nine discussed countries, five main categories were rated – Energy & Climate, 
Biodiversity, Water, Waste and Gender Equality. Each of these categories was in turn divided into 
subcomponents to facilitate a comprehensive scoring approach. Our scoring consists of two 
numeric score values, Current Progress and Targets and Commitments, and one qualitative checklist, 
Implementation Factors. 

First, the rating for the Current Progress of a nation was scored on a scale of one to five using a 
relevant indicator or proxy indicator that reflected the county’s performance in a given category. Two 
different methods were used to generate the score values from the indicator values.

As many of the indicators were found in the UN Sustainable Development Goals Report 2022, we 
adopted the report’s rating system for our scoring system. The UN rates each indicator in four bounds 
according to optimum values: Major challenges, Significant challenges, Remaining challenges, and SDG 
achieved. Accordingly, we awarded two, three, four, and five points respectively for the corresponding 
bound. One point was awarded to countries where no data was available. 

Other indicators, which were not adopted from the SDG Report, were developed using public 
databases from organizations like the World Bank and the UN Statistics Division. For these indicators, 
the scoring value was developed according to the percentile value that a country is placed at on a 
global level. Countries falling within the bottom 25 percent in the world were awarded two points, the 
25th to 50th percentile awarded three points, 50th to 75th percentile awarded four points, and the 
75th to 100th percentile awarded five. Countries lacking data availability were awarded one point. 

Secondly, the Targets and Commitments of countries were measured against globally recognized targets 
and/or region-specific ASEAN targets, including the UN SDG targets and the 2021 United Nations 
Climate Change Conference (COP 26) pledges. With minimal exceptions, these targets consist of both 
a numerical target figure and a target year to reach this figure. While many such targets exist, we 
selected the targets that corresponded with or related strongly to the indicators used for the Current 
Progress score. 

Countries were awarded either zero, one, or two points based on whether their commitments met the 
appropriate global targets. This figure would be added on to the Current Progress score to determine 
the Targets and Commitments score, with a maximum of five points scored. 

     1 point 2 points 3 points 4 points 5 points

Subcomponents 
using UN SDG 
Indicators

No data found Major challenges Significant 
challenges

Challenges 
remain

SDG achieved

Subcomponents 
using other 
databases

No data found Country falls 
within 0-25 
percentile 
globally

Country falls 
within 26-50 
percentile 
globally

Country falls 
within 51-75 
percentile 
globally

Country falls 
within 76-100 
percentile 
globally

+0 points to 
current 
score +1 points to 

current 
score +2 points to 

current 
score

Target has a clearly stated 
numerical figure AND a 
target year to reach the 
target, but achieving either 
will not meet the globally 
recognized target.

Absence of target or 
commitment

Target has a clearly stated 
numerical figure AND a target 
year to reach the target, both 
of which meet the globally 
recognized target
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Category Indicator Source

Energy & Climate

Greenhouse gas intensity growth rate Environmental Performance 
Index1

Population with access to electricity, %. UN SDG Report 20222

Share of renewable energy in total primary energy supply (%) SDG Report

Energy intensity level of primary energy (megajoules per 
constant 2017 purchasing power parity GDP)

UN Statistics Division3

Biodiversity

Red List Index of species survival (worst 0-1 best) SDG Report

Permanent deforestation (% of forest area, 5-year average) SDG Report

Mean area that is protected in marine sites important to 
biodiversity (%)

SDG Report

Fish caught from overexploited or collapsed stocks (% of 
total catch)

SDG Report

Fish caught by trawling or dredging (%) SDG Report

Fish caught that are then discarded (%)

Water

Population using at least basic drinking water services (%) SDG Report

Population using at least basic sanitation services (%) SDG Report

Anthropogenic wastewater that receives treatment (%) SDG Report

Water-use efficiency (US$/m3) SDG Report7

Freshwater withdrawal (% of available freshwater resources) SDG Report

Waste

Total annual Municipal Solid Waste Generated per capita/kg World Bank What A Waste 
Global Database4

Household food waste estimate (kg/capita/year) UNEP Food Waste Index5

Hazardous waste generated per capita (kg) World Bank What A Waste 
Global Database

Gender Equality

Health and Survival index Global Gender Gap Index6

Educational Attainment index Global Gender Gap Index

Economic Participation and Opportunity index Global Gender Gap Index

Political Empowerment index Global Gender Gap Index

Indicator List

Southeast Asia Sustainability Ambitions 2022

1 Yale Center for Environmental Law & Policy, "Environmental Performance Index: Greenhouse gas intensity growth rate," July 2022.
2 UN, Sustainable Development Goals Report 2022, June 2022.
3 UNDESA Statistics Division, “SDG Indicators Database”.
4 World Bank, “WHAT A WASTE 2.0: A Global Snapshot of Solid Waste Management to 2050,” September 2018.
5 UNEP, Food Waste Index Report 2021, March 2021.
6 World Economic Forum, Global Gender Gap Report 2021, March 2021.
7 United Nations, "UN Water: Progress on Water-Use Efficiency (SDG target 6.4)," 2019.

Thirdly, the presence of Implementation Factors was described for each subcomponent of every 
category. These factors indicate whether there are gaps in implementation of the targets and 
commitments. The following five factors were used in our checklist, with the results displayed visually 
on a Yes/No basis within each category’s score charts.

Monitoring and 
Enforcing Mechanisms

The plans describe how implemented initiatives will be monitored/enforced. 
They detail the development of systems/incentives to ensure its effective 
implementation.

Vulnerable Groups 
(Women, Children, 
Minorities, Low-Income)

The plans recognize the need to cater for vulnerable groups in the nation, 
and in response, develop initiatives specifically targeting these individuals.

Evidence- Based Plan 
Development

The plans have been developed/modified based on a data-driven analysis 
of the nation's situation OR the government has intent to perform data 
collection to further inform its policy-making.

Investment
The plans showcase intent to invest in scientific and technological capacity, 
OR targeted financial investment or budget allocation towards a given target.

Awareness
The plans include strategies to increase awareness, to ensure individuals 
across the nation have the relevant information and awareness about a 
given sustainable goal.

Data cited in this report are the latest available as of June 2022. As sustainability is a constantly evolving field, we may not have captured all of the 
most recent developments in each country.

https://epi.yale.edu/epi-results/2022/component/gib
https://s3.amazonaws.com/sustainabledevelopment.report/2022/2022-sustainable-development-report.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/dataportal/database
https://datacatalog.worldbank.org/search/dataset/0039597
https://www.unep.org/resources/report/unep-food-waste-index-report-2021
https://www.weforum.org/reports/global-gender-gap-report-2021/
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Brunei
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Biodiversity

Energy &
climate

WaterWaste

Gender
equality

Current progress:

Targets and commitments:

Biodiversity

Energy &
climate

WaterWaste

Gender
equality

Current progress:

Targets and commitments:
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Highlights

Plans to increase its 
reliance on renewable 

energy – 100MWp of solar 
capacity by 2025

Sustainability goals such as 
biodiversity conservation 
and achieving sustainable 
growth built into Brunei’s 
comprehensive long-term 

development plan  

Brunei aims to reach net-
zero by 2050
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The small Southeast Asian nation of 
Brunei Darussalam (Brunei) has one of 
the highest GDP per capita in the world. 
Crude oil and natural gas production 
accounts for approximately 65 percent 
of its GDP and nearly 100 percent of its 
exports.1 The country has a largely 
English-speaking population, and its 
citizens enjoy access to free education, 
medical care, subsidized food, and 
housing. It has also achieved high 
gender parity in education and health 
outcomes. 
 

In 2004, Brunei’s leadership formed a 
Council of Long-term Development 
Planning responsible for formulating the 
country’s strategic goals. The Council 
proposed Wawasan Brunei 2035, which 
is a comprehensive long-term 
development plan that reinforces 
Brunei’s aspirations to achieve a highly 
educated workforce, ensure the 
world-standard quality of living, and 
sustain a vibrant economy.2 Among 
other sustainable goals, the country 
prioritizes biodiversity conservation and 
sustainable growth as part of this plan. 

Brunei is moving towards net-zero by 
2050 through its energy transition and 
forest preservation. The Brunei 
Darussalam National Climate Change 
Policy (BNCCP), launched in 2020, 
displays a strong commitment to 
increasing the reliance on renewable 
energy sources, which currently 
accounts for less than one percent of 
the total power generation. Brunei plans 
to install up to 100MWp of solar capacity 
by 2025 as part of its target to increase 
reliance on renewable energy to 30 
percent by 2035.3 Brunei also targets to 
increase the use of electric vehicles to 
60 percent of total annual vehicle sales 
by 2035.4

Nevertheless, this progress is 
accompanied by some challenges 
relating to issues such as wastewater 
treatment, waste management and the 
political empowerment of women. For 
example, on waste management, Brunei 
is the second ASEAN country to produce 
the most solid waste per capita and has 
yet to see an increase in its recycling 
rates. These issues could pose serious 
risks to Brunei’s sustainable economic 
growth and may hamper progress in 
their citizens’ overall standard of living.

Brunei
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Opportunities

Highlights

Government is exploring 
implementing policies to 

incentivize more EV usage

Attractive opportunities in 
solar energy infrastructural 

development (e.g., large-scale 
solar farms and rooftop solar 

installations)

Future carbon pricing 
mechanism signals 

opportunities for green 
technologies and a green 

economic framework

Target power generation mix 
to be 30% from renewable 

energy sources by 2035

Electric vehicles to make up 
60% of annual vehicle sales 

by 2035  

Brunei commits to reduce 
GHG emissions by 20% 

below-BAU levels by 2030

48

Energy & Climate

Brunei’s energy & climate efforts are mainly directed 
towards the integration of renewable energy sources 
into its current energy mix, the improvement of the 
nation’s efficient energy use and the development of a 
robust resilience strategy. 

The Brunei Darussalam National Climate Change Policy 
(BNCCP) outlines a strong intent and plan to shift away 
from fossil fuels – currently, 99 percent of Brunei’s 
power is generated by natural gas.5 Less than one 
percent is generated by renewable sources, and Brunei 
aims to increase this percentage to 30 percent by 2035, 
with emphasis on solar energy.6 Brunei currently has 
two solar parks and plans to install up to 100MWp of 
solar capacity by 2025. The BNCCP also details actions 
to incentivize research on alternative energy sources by 
establishing collaborations with local higher institutions, 
government, and industry. Additionally, the government 
intends to establish attractive FDI packages for various 
renewable energy sources and technologies. 

On the demand side, Brunei intends to integrate 
energy requirements into building codes, impose 
mandatory directives to energy intensive users and 
provide benefits to those utilizing alternative energy 
sources.7 By 2035, Brunei also targets to increase the 
total share of electric vehicles to 60 percent of the total 
annual vehicle sales by revising policies to facilitate the 
deployment of electric vehicles and to incentivize their 

use.8 Beyond the renewables sphere, the BNCCP also 
outlines efforts to improve the national rate of energy 
efficiency by implementing structural (e.g. LED lights, new 
transmission line) and regulatory (e.g. decommissioning 
inefficient power plants) changes. 

Brunei’s first Nationally Determined Contribution 
submitted in 2020, committed to a reduction in GHG 
emissions by 20 percent below business-as-usual levels 
by 2030. To advance the country’s low carbon transition, 
it intends to implement a carbon pricing mechanism from 
2025 onwards. Revenue raised would be used to fund 
climate mitigation and adaptation efforts. Given Brunei’s 
reliance on fossil fuel exports, it is important that the 
country selects a carbon pricing policy that is best suited 
to them. With that, Brunei has recently collaborated with 
international organizations (like ASEAN Centre for Energy) 
to discuss the institutional and technical barriers with 
each potential carbon pricing mechanism.9 Nevertheless, 
there is the potential for Brunei to create a green 
economy.  

Brunei currently has two solar parks 
and plans to install up to 100MWp 
of solar capacity by 2025.

"

"
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Current progress

Targets and commitments

Monitoring and Enforcement Mechanisms

Vulnerable Groups

Evidence-Based Development Plan

Investment

Awareness

Decarbonization

Availability

Renewable energy

Energy efficiency

Plans contain measures to achieve commitments

Plans require improvement to achieve commitments
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Opportunities

Highlights

Government’s long-term plan 
encourages partnerships with 

international and academic 
institutions to conserve 

biodiversity

Opportunities for sustained 
collaborations with 

international academic 
institutions on developing 

biodiversity expertise 

Public awareness programs 
and research in the forest 

sector alongside government 
efforts are encouraged

Biodiversity strategy largely 
focused on the development 

of forest resources and 
conservation of natural 

forests

Brunei’s Tropical Biodiversity 
Centre hosts both 

biodiversity research and 
educational ecotourism-

related activities

Protection of marine areas 
could be better enforced

Biodiversity

Tropical evergreen forests cover 81 percent of Brunei 
land area, and its coastlines are home to 400 reef-
building coral species.10 Brunei ranks second in ASEAN 
in the Biodiversity Habitat Index,11 which estimates the 
effect of habitat loss, degradation, and fragmentation 
on the expected retention of terrestrial biodiversity. 
Brunei’s biodiversity management strategy has been 
centered around the conservation of its dense forests 
and the development of its forest resources. With that, 
the government has partnered with international and 
academic institutions to ensure the survival of its rich 
ecosystems, addressing the environmental challenges 
inherent in the rich biodiversity of marine and land 
species.

The Brunei Darussalam Long Term Development Plan 
– Wawasan 2035 highlighted the nation’s continuing 
efforts to conserve its unique biodiversity.12 Built into 
its long-term plans, Brunei’s environmental strategy 
seeks to develop forest resources, conserve the natural 
forest, and expand the ecological tourism industry to be 
at the forefront of the forestry sector. In 2008, Brunei 
joined the Convention of Biological Diversity, further 
strengthening the ongoing conservation initiatives in 
alignment with national and international standards. 

Joint collaborations with international academic 
institutions are part of the government’s overarching 
goal to enhance local knowledge to better manage 

the country’s environment and natural resources. For 
instance, the Brunei Tropical Biodiversity Centre was 
set up in 2013 to research on biodiversity management. 
Technical collaborations, such as a collaboration with 
Japan’s National Institution and Technical Evaluation, 
have been executed in this Centre.13 Recently, Brunei’s 
Tourism board has introduced tourism promotions 
in the Belait district, of which the Centre is located in. 
Apart from biodiversity research, the Centre can also 
host ecotourism-related activities that educate local and 
international visitors on Brunei’s vast forest reserves.

Compared to terrestrial biodiversity, conservation of 
the marine environment seemed to have received 
lesser attention. While Brunei does appear to have 
a plan to maintain ocean health and protect marine 
ecosystems, the effects of these initiatives remain 
unclear. In 2009, the Fisheries Order came into force, 
along with complementary subsidiary legislations under 
the Fisheries Act to protect marine biodiversity through 
mesh size regulations, fishing zonings and moratoriums.14 
However, the World Database on Protected Areas 
reveals that only 0.2 percent of Brunei's marine areas are 
protected.15
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Brunei ranks second in ASEAN in the 
Biodiversity Habitat Index.

"
"

Current progress

Targets and commitments

Monitoring and Enforcement Mechanisms

Vulnerable Groups

Evidence-Based Development Plan

Investment

Awareness

Inland Ecosystems

Forest Conservation

Ocean Protection

Sustainable Fishing

Plans contain measures to achieve commitments

Plans require improvement to achieve commitments
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Targets and commitments

Monitoring and Enforcement Mechanisms

Vulnerable Groups

Evidence-Based Development Plan

Investment

Awareness

Drinking water

Sanitation and hygiene

Water-use efficiency and scarcity

Plans contain measures to achieve commitments

Plans require improvement to achieve commitments
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Opportunities

Highlights

Government welcomes 
investments into smart water 

monitoring technologies 

Opportunities for public-
private collaborations as 
government embarks on 

comprehensive study of Non-
Revenue Water

Capacities needed for data 
collection and data analysis as 
its network coverage expands

 

Brunei has achieved 
universal access to clean and 

safe drinking water

Government is working to 
increase citizens’ access to 

sanitation from 93% to 97% 
by 2035 

Unified Smart Metering 
system has been introduced 
for residential, commercial 

and raw water 

Water

Brunei has been able to readily address issues of 
accessibility to potable water and equitable sanitation. 
According to the Voluntary National Review, 100 percent 
of the population has access to clean and safe drinking 
water.16 This is provided by the Public Works Department, 
with the Department of Water Services responsible 
in overseeing the planning, design and demand for 
the country’s water resources. The country has also 
ensured that 93 percent of its population has access to 
sanitation and showed a clear willingness to continue to 
intensify these efforts to increase this percentage to 97 
percent by 2035.17 Brunei ranks 27th out of 180 globally 
in the Sanitation & Drinking Water category of the 
Environmental Performance Index (EPI).18 

To increase water-use efficiency, the government has 
recently engaged in a 24-month project with private 
contractors to reduce Non-Revenue Water (NRW). 
Scheduled to be completed in November 2022, this 
project highlights the government’s renewed emphasis 
on NRW, which currently accounts for 40 percent of the 
total water supply.19 NRW includes water that is lost due 
to pipe leaks, tanks overflowing, metering inaccuracies 
and illegal water tapping. The state has also implemented 
a new water tariff system and Unified Smart Metering 
System that introduced new rates based on a tiered 
structure for residential, commercial, and raw water.20 

The government is also embracing Internet-of-
Things (IOT) solutions to create an integrated water 
management system. One example of a system is a set of 
ultrasonic sensors, deployed at Brunei Maura, to create 
preventive alerts for flood events.21 A separate system 
also makes use of smart sensors to monitor wastewater 
pumping stations to ensure wastewater levels remain at a 
predetermined level. In the future, the government hopes 
to increase the network coverage to also collect data 
about its water networks (pressure, flow, leaks, water 
quality, reservoir levels, pumps).22
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The government is also embracing 
Internet-of-Things (IOT) solutions 
to create an integrated water 
management system. 

"
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Current progress

Targets and commitments

Monitoring and Enforcement Mechanisms

Vulnerable Groups

Evidence-Based Development Plan

Investment

Awareness

Solid Waste Management

Food waste

Hazardous waste

Plans contain measures to achieve commitments

Plans require improvement to achieve commitments
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Opportunities

Highlights

Implement Extended 
Producer Responsibility 
frameworks to include 

producers in nation’s waste 
management efforts

Strengthen regulatory 
frameworks surrounding 

hazardous waste 
management

Incentivize investments 
into waste sector through 

increased transparency and 
access to information

By 2035, Brunei aims to 
increase its recycling rate 

from 11.3% to 30%

The country has limited laws 
and facilities to address 

hazardous waste

Waste-to-energy 
technologies potentially 

being explored

Waste
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 Brunei faces a critical challenge in managing and 
disposing its waste.23  In ASEAN, Brunei produces the 
second-highest amount of solid waste per capita (1.4 kg 
per day reported by Solid Waste Management Report). 
Obstacles, such as weak solid waste management 
practices and rapid urbanization, could derail the 
nation’s efforts towards sustainable waste management. 

70 percent of the country’s waste ends up in its six 
landfills.24 As the country moves towards urbanization, 
waste produced is expected to increase. Hence, in 
line with its Wawasan Brunei 2035 long term plan, the 
government aims to increase recycling rates from 11.3 
percent in 2019 to 30 percent by 2035.25 The government 
has been aiming at domestic waste minimization through 
its 3Rs initiative. This includes a ‘No Plastic Bag weekend’ 
launched in 2012, and a program to empower youths 
to participate in environmental initiatives, launched in 
2009.26 However, these initiatives have yet to translate to 
a meaningful increase in current recycling rates. Hence, 
the Asian Development Bank Institute recommended 
that Extended Producer Responsibility policies could be 
introduced in Brunei to hold producers accountable for 
waste management for their products.27 

Brunei also has limited laws and facilities to address 
hazardous waste. To date, Brunei has not conducted 
any inventories of mercury waste, which is primarily 
generated from oil and gas exploration and production.28 
Given the future diversification of their export-
oriented petrochemical industry, there has been some 
international concern over the handling of hazardous 
waste.29

The government is also exploring waste-to-energy 
technology alternatives to minimize the use of landfills 
and increase renewable energy capacities.30 However, 
there is little information about the direction of the 
government's future policies. Additionally, there is a lack 
of research about Brunei's marine plastics pollution. 
Increased transparency and access to the government’s 
waste management plans could help stimulate 
investments into this sector.

The government is exploring waste-
to-energy technology alternatives 
to minimize the use of landfills 
and increase renewable energy 
capacities.  

"

"
 



Ending all forms of discrimination, 
violence and harmful practices

Equal Opportunities and  
Empowerment

Current progress

Monitoring and Enforcement Mechanisms

Vulnerable Groups

Evidence-Based Development Plan

Investment

Awareness

Plans contain measures to achieve commitments

Plans require improvement to achieve commitments
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Opportunities

Highlights

Private sector encouraged 
to offer more flexible work 
arrangements, paid leaves, 
and support for caregivers

Room for the political 
empowerment of women 

Collaborations with NGOs to 
implement initiatives

High gender parity in the 
educational and health 

spheres

Lacking in representation 
of women in the political 

sphere

Lower labor force 
participation rate of women 
compared to men (55-58% 

versus 68-74%)

Gender Equality

Brunei has been successful in 
achieving very high gender parity in 
the educational and health spheres.

"

"

Brunei has implemented substantial plans and efforts to 
minimize discrimination against all women and promote 
equal participation in the workforce. Nevertheless, there 
is room for the political empowerment of women.

The Global Gender Gap report revealed that Brunei has 
been successful in achieving very high gender parity 
in the educational and health spheres, with a score of 
0.992 and 0.965 respectively (1.00 = parity).32 Economic 
participation and opportunity scored 0.722, which was 
attributed to the low percentage of female legislators, 
senior officials, and managers (33 percent). Importantly, 
the political empowerment score is critically close to 
zero (0.031), with no women currently holding ministerial 
positions and only nine percent in parliament positions. 
Thus, Brunei’s efforts in achieving gender parity have 
been successful but require policies targeting the 
political empowerment of women. 

To end discrimination against women, Brunei has 
developed a plan of action in accordance with 
the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW). A nation-wide 
implementation was possible due to the involvement of 
non-governmental organizations (NGOs). For instance, 
members of the CEDAW taskforce included the Council 
of Women of Brunei Darussalam, a major active women 
NGO.33 These entities ensured unified action from all the 
stakeholders involved in women's affairs. Furthermore, 
equal protection of women is provided through the 
criminalization of some forms of violence against 
women.34 

The government has also introduced policies to 
promote gender equality in the workplace, such as the 
Employment Order 2009 and the Workplace Safety 
and Health Order 2009. In 2019, the Human Resources 
Ministry also proposed to increase the number of 
maternity leave days for the private sector (from 60 
days to 98 days).35 The amended Employment Act will 
also include three days of paternity leave for the private 
sector. 
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As one of the few countries in Asia that still 
retains much of its biodiversity, Brunei’s Vision 
2035 emphasizes its ongoing efforts for the 
conservation of the country’s remarkable 
biodiversity, rainforests, and natural habitats. 
Trans-boundary cooperation is crucial in creating 
a network of productive forests. 

The country’s sustainable management of 
forestry is evident from its participation in a joint 
initiative known as the Heart of Borneo (HoB).36 
Spanning 220,000 sq km on the Southern Asian 
Island of Borneo, HoB is a uniquely government-
led and NGO-supported program initiative by the 
governments of Brunei, Indonesia, and Malaysia 
to implement a conservation plan for the region’s 
tropical rainforest and unique wildlife. The HoB 
is one of the largest transboundary rainforests 
in the world and provides ecological services 

to over 11 million Borneans. To date, the region 
remains the source of 14 out of 20 major rivers 
and is thereby considered one of the most 
notable centers of biological diversity worldwide.

Central to the success of HoB is the 
transboundary collaboration of governments, 
engagement of local stakeholders in short and 
long-term planning, along with the cooperation 
of the private sector to ensure long-term 
finance. The HoB initiative is also working 
closely with forest dependent communities to 
develop green economic opportunities, which 
is again testament to the calibrated approach 
that the government adopts.37 The careful 
deliberation and integration of both local and 
regional strategies is one that demonstrates 
Brunei’s commitment to sustainable resource 
management.

Case study: Trans-boundary cooperation in forest conservation
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