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GES NewsFlash
Proactive Perspective—It’s what’s
needed most.

Greetings from your Tax & Legal team at Deloitte Singapore. We are pleased
to update you on the following:
Tax clearance returns and individual income tax return filing deadline
What is the change?
In line with the Singapore government’s efforts to manage the spread of
coronavirus (COVID-19), the Inland Revenue Authority of Singapore (IRAS) has
announced that effective 7 April 2020, all face-to-face tax filing assistance and
taxpayer counter services at the IRAS office will strictly by appointment only.
Taxpayers should make an appointment at least two working days before
visiting the IRAS office and are advised to raise inquiries digitally through the
IRAS’ live chat function, email, or phone.
The IRAS has extended the year of assessment 2020 (income year 2019)
Singapore individual income tax-return filing deadline from 15 April (paper
filing) and 18 April (e-filing) to 31 May 2020 without any penalty. This also
applies to the income tax returns of sole-proprietors, partnerships, trusts,
clubs, and associations.
For individuals who have authorised tax agents to assist with the tax filings, an
extension of time until 30 June 2020 should generally be granted if the
request for extension had been filed by 31 March 2020.
Separately, when a non-Singapore citizen employee is ceasing employment in
Singapore, the employer is required to inform the IRAS in writing of the

employee’s cessation of employment or departure from Singapore, by
submitting the tax clearance return (Form IR21) no later than one month
before the cessation of employment or departure from Singapore. If the tax is
wholly borne by the employer, the IRAS is willing to grant a two-month
extension of time from the cessation date to file the Form IR21.
For the tax clearance returns that are originally due to be filed with the IRAS
in April 2020, the IRAS has announced that the deadline is now extended for
one additional month.

Deloitte Singapore’s view
Regardless of the extensions, individual taxpayers and employers are
encouraged to submit the individual tax returns and tax clearance returns
respectively ahead of the filing deadline through the electronic system, by
logging in to the IRAS portal.
Taxpayers who have not registered for a SingPass/IRAS unique account are
encouraged to do so, so that they can file the electronic tax returns earlier.
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This GES NewsFlash information is also included in our biweekly GES
newsletter, Global InSight, which you will receive directly if you are on the
central distribution list.
If you are not on the central distribution list and received this communication
by some other means, you can subscribe to Global InSight by clicking here.
Be sure to visit our website www.deloitte.com/sg/tax.
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Deloitte’s 175th milestone year is the first
anniversary to be acknowledged and
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