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Immigration news alerts 

COVID-19 

 

COVID-19 (also previously referred to as 2019 Novel Coronavirus or 2019-nCoV) is a virus 
identified as the cause of an outbreak of respiratory illness first detected in Wuhan, China. 
While it is unclear how easily this virus is spreading between people, authorities across the 
globe are issuing travel health notices related to this outbreak. 
  
In this series of news alerts, we will provide you with immigration updates to keep you up 
to date on the rapidly evolving situation within our region.   

 

 

   

For the latest country-specific travel restrictions and immigration information 
in relation to COVID-19, visit gowork.ges.deloitte to view Deloitte’s digital 
travel map (beta release). 

 

 

Note: If you have trouble accessing any of the links below, please try to copy and paste 
them directly into your browser. 

   

 

https://gowork.ges.deloitte/


India 
 
India’s air transport bubbles extended to 14 geographies 
Ministry of Civil Aviation | 21 September 2020 

 
Air transport bubbles are temporary arrangements between two countries aimed at 
restarting commercial passenger services when regular international flights are suspended 
as a result of the COVID-19 situation. Currently, India has air transport bubbles with the 
following 14 geographies: Afghanistan; Bahrain; Bhutan; Canada; France; Germany; Iraq; 
Japan; Maldives; Nigeria; Qatar; United Arab Emirates; UK; and US. For more information on 
the specific arrangements for each transport bubble, please refer to the link below. 

 

 

 

Malaysia 
 
Screening and quarantine for travellers arriving from Sabah 
New Straits Times | 26 September 2020 

 
With effect from 27 September 2020, individuals arriving from Sabah must undergo 
mandatory home quarantine, as well as compulsory COVID-19 health inspection and 
screening activities, upon arrival at entry points in Peninsular Malaysia and Sarawak. 

 

 
 
Updates on quarantine arrangements for foreigners 
Malay Mail | 24 September 2020 

 
With effect from 24 September 2020, all foreigners entering Malaysia will have to pay the 
mandatory quarantine lodging fee of RM2,100 as well as an additional operation fee of 
RM2,600. Lodging fees for the second and third individual sharing a room with the first 
individual will be RM700, and free for children under the age of six. To view the latest list of 
quarantine stations as gazetted on 11 September 2020, please click here. The allocation of 
quarantine stations is strictly subject to availability upon arrival and no prior booking is 
allowed. 

 

 

 

Myanmar 
 

http://www.federalgazette.agc.gov.my/outputp/pub_20200911_PUB461.pdf
https://www.civilaviation.gov.in/en/about-air-transport-bubbles
https://www.nst.com.my/news/government-public-policy/2020/09/627491/dr-noor-hisham-those-arriving-sabah-must-undergo
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/09/24/putrajaya-foreigners-entering-country-to-bear-covid-19-quarantine-operation/1906239


Temporary suspension of new e-Visa applications 
Ministry of Labour, Immigration and Population | 30 September 2020 

 
In light of the evolving COVID-19 situation, the Ministry of Labour, Immigration, and 
Population has announced that new e-Visa applications will continue to remain suspended 
until 31 October 2020. 

 

 

 

New Zealand 
 
Pathway to residence maintained for eligible migrant workers 
Immigration New Zealand | 25 September 2020 

 
With effect from 28 September 2020, changes will be made for the following work to 
residence (WTR) temporary visas: 

 Talent (accredited employer). 
 Talent (arts, culture, sports). 

 Long term skills shortage list. 

 South Island Contribution. 

The changes will allow: 

 A subsequent WTR visa to be granted where the applicant is older than 55 years 
(the current limit). 

 A subsequent WTR (accredited employer) visa to be granted where the applicant’s 
employer is no longer accredited. 

 South Island Contribution work visa holders to vary the industry or region 

specified on their visa to another industry or region in the South Island if 

they have lost their employment. 

More details on specific changes for the Talent (accredited employer) and South Island 
Contribution visas can also be found in the link below. 

 

 

 

Singapore 
 
Singapore to lift border restrictions for some visitors from Australia, Vietnam 
Channel NewsAsia | 30 September 2020 

https://evisa.moip.gov.mm/
https://www.immigration.govt.nz/about-us/media-centre/news-notifications/pathway-to-residence-maintained-for-eligible-migrant-workers


 
From 1 October 2020, foreigners who are short-term visitors travelling from Australia 
(excluding Victoria state) and Vietnam may apply for an Air Travel Pass to seek entry into 
Singapore. Application for a single-entry Air Travel Pass is free. Applications have to be 
made between seven and 30 days prior to when they plan to arrive in Singapore. Travel will 
be allowed from 8 October 2020. 
 
All visitors from Australia and Vietnam must travel to Singapore on direct flights without 
transit. They must have also remained in either Australia or Vietnam for 14 consecutive days 
prior to arrival in Singapore. They will not be required to serve a stay-home notice, but will 
be required to take a COVID-19 test upon arrival instead.  
 
After taking the test at the airport, they must then take private transportation to their 
declared place of accommodation and remain isolated until the test result is confirmed to 
be negative. If the test result is negative, they will be allowed to go about their activities in 
Singapore. Test results will be out within 48 hours. 
 
Visitors must also download the TraceTogether app on their phone during their stay in 
Singapore. While in Singapore, they will be responsible for any medical bills related to 
COVID-19. This includes costs related to tests and isolation should they be suspected of 
having COVID-19.  
 
Singapore citizens, permanent residents, and long-term pass holders returning from 
Australia (excluding Victoria state) and Vietnam will similarly undergo a COVID-19 test upon 
arrival, in lieu of a seven-day stay-home notice with a COVID-19 test administered before 
the end of the notice period. 
 
Singapore will also update its travel advisory to allow travel to Australia (excluding Victoria 
state) and Vietnam. Travellers visiting these two countries are advised to check the entry 
requirements imposed by those countries and take the necessary precautionary measures.  

 

 

 

Contact 
  
Should you have any comments or questions arising from this newsletter, please feel free to 
contact me. 

 

https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/singapore-border-restrictions-australia-vietnam-travel-covid-19-13164246


  

Christina Karl 
SEA Immigration Leader 
Deloitte Southeast Asia 
 
+65 6800 3997 
ckarl@deloitte.com 

 

 

  

 

            

Dbriefs 

A series of live, on-
demand and interactive 
webcasts focusing on 
topical tax issues for 
business executives. 

 

Power of With 

Focus on the power 
humans have with 
machines. 

 

Tax@hand 

Latest global and 
regional tax news, 
information, and 
resources. 

 

  

 

  

 

Deloitte’s 175th milestone year is the first anniversary to be 
acknowledged and celebrated globally. 

  
This uniquely unifying moment offers the opportunity to 
demonstrate the value of Deloitte’s role in the world—past 
and future. Deloitte has been making an impact that matters 
for 175 years and will continue to do so for many years to 
come. 

 

  

 

mailto:ckarl@deloitte.com?subject=
https://www2.deloitte.com/global/en/pages/about-deloitte/topics/dbriefs-asia-pacific.html
https://www2.deloitte.com/sg/en/pages/tax/articles/the-future-of-tax-and-legal.html
https://www2.deloitte.com/global/en/pages/tax/articles/deloitte-tax-at-hand.html


 

  

 

     

 

Deloitte Singapore | Add Deloitte as safe sender 

  
Deloitte refers to one or more of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited (“DTTL”), its global network of member firms, and their 

related entities (collectively, the “Deloitte organization”). DTTL (also referred to as “Deloitte Global”) and each of its member 

firms and related entities are legally separate and independent entities, which cannot obligate or bind each other in respect of 

third parties. DTTL and each DTTL member firm and related entity is liable only for its own acts and omissions, and not those of 

each other. DTTL does not provide services to clients. Please see www.deloitte.com/about to learn more. 
 
Deloitte Asia Pacific Limited is a company limited by guarantee and a member firm of DTTL. Members of Deloitte Asia Pacific 

Limited and their related entities, each of which are separate and independent legal entities, provide services from more than 

100 cities across the region, including Auckland, Bangkok, Beijing, Hanoi, Hong Kong, Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur, Manila, Melbourne, 

Osaka, Seoul, Shanghai, Singapore, Sydney, Taipei and Tokyo. 

 

About Deloitte Singapore 

In Singapore, services are provided by Deloitte & Touche LLP and its subsidiaries and affiliates. 

  

Deloitte & Touche LLP (Unique entity number: T08LL0721A) is an accounting limited liability partnership registered in Singapore 

under the Limited Liability Partnerships Act (Chapter 163A). 

 

This communication contains general information only, and none of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited (“DTTL”), its global 

network of member firms or their related entities (collectively, the “Deloitte organization”) is, by means of this communication, 

rendering professional advice or services. Before making any decision or taking any action that may affect your finances or your 

business, you should consult a qualified professional adviser. 

 

No representations, warranties or undertakings (express or implied) are given as to the accuracy or completeness of the 

information in this communication, and none of DTTL, its member firms, related entities, employees or agents shall be liable or 

responsible for any loss or damage whatsoever arising directly or indirectly in connection with any person relying on this 

communication. DTTL and each of its member firms, and their related entities, are legally separate and independent entities. 

 

© 2020 Deloitte & Touche LLP 

       

 

 

https://www2.deloitte.com/sg/en.html
http://www2.deloitte.com/global/en/pages/about-deloitte/articles/deloitte-as-safe-sender.html
mailto:ckarl@deloitte.com?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/DeloitteSingapore/
https://twitter.com/Deloittesg
https://www.linkedin.com/company/deloittesea/
https://www.instagram.com/deloittesingapore/

