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Immigration news alerts  
COVID-19 

 

 

COVID-19 (also previously referred to as 2019 Novel Coronavirus or 2019-

nCoV) is a virus identified as the cause of an outbreak of respiratory illness 

first detected in Wuhan, China. While it is unclear how easily this virus is 

spreading between people, authorities across the globe are issuing travel 

health notices related to this outbreak. 

 

In this series of news alerts, we will provide you with immigration updates to 

keep you updated on the rapidly evolving situation within our region. 

 

 
 

http://www2.deloitte.com/us/en.html


Japan 
 
Travel restrictions (Translated from Japanese)  
Ministry of Justice | 7 March 2020 
An entry ban applies to foreigners with recent travel history to the following 
areas within the last 14 days: 
 

 People’s Republic of China 
o Hubei Province 
o Zhejiang Province 

 Republic of Korea 
o Daegu Metropolitan City  
o North Gyeongsang Province (including Cheongdo County, 

Gyeongsan City, Andong City, Yeongcheon City, Chilgok 
County, Uiseong County, Seongju County, and Gunwi 
County) 

 Iran 
o Qom Province 
o Tehran Province 
o Gilan Province 

 
The ban also applies to foreign nationals who hold a Chinese passport issued 
in Hubei Province or Zhejiang Province. Foreign nationals on passenger ships 
who are at risk of being infected with COVID-19 will also not be allowed to 
enter Japanese ports. 
 
Visa applications 
Visa applications will not be accepted if the applicant has been physically 
present in any of the areas listed above in the 14 days prior to their visa 
application. Visa exemptions for Hong Kong SAR (both SAR and BNO passport 
holders), Macau SAR, and the Republic of Korea, will be temporarily 
suspended.  
 
Single entry visas and multiple entry visas, including diplomatic and official 
visas, which have been issued on or before 8 March 2020 by Embassies, 
Consulates-Generals and Consulates of Japan in the People’s Republic of 
China, including Hong Kong SAR, and the Republic of Korea will also be 
temporarily suspended. These measures are effective from 0:00 a.m. (JST) on 
9 March 2020, and will remain in force until 31 March 2020. 
  

 
 

 
 

Malaysia  

Malaysia bans cruise ships 
The Star | 8 March 2020 
Malaysia has issued a blanket ban on all cruise ships coming into the country 
due to the increasing COVID-19 cases. The immediate ban took effect 
following instructions from the Health Ministry and Transport Ministry. 
 
Penang Port Commission issued a circular to ship owners, agents, vessel 
owners, port authorities and terminal operators, citing the ministries which 
said all cruise vessels are temporarily restricted from entering any Malaysian 
port until further notice. 
 
Port Klang Authority, which also issued a similar statement, said while it 
acknowledged that the cruise industry is an important component, this 
temporary measure was necessary.  

http://www.moj.go.jp/content/001316538.pdf


 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Contact 

 

Should you have any comments or questions arising from this newsletter, 

please feel free to contact me. 

 
 
Christina Karl 
SEA Immigration Leader 
Deloitte Southeast Asia 
 
+65 6800 3997 
ckarl@deloitte.com 
 

     
 

 

 

Deloitte’s 175th milestone year is the first 
anniversary to be acknowledged and 
celebrated globally. 
 
This uniquely unifying moment offers the 
opportunity to demonstrate the value of 
Deloitte’s role in the world—past and future. 
Deloitte has been making an impact that 
matters for 175 years and will continue to do 
so for many years to come. 

 

  

 

 

Dbriefs is a series of live, on-demand 
and interactive webcasts focusing on 
topical tax issues for business 
executives. Obtain your Continuing 
Professional Education (CPE) credit for 
career development when you watch 
the webcast.  
 
Subscribe for the latest webcasts. 
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Access the latest global and regional tax 
news, information, and resources from 
Deloitte tax@hand: A digital platform 
designed for global tax professionals, 
available anytime, on any device. 

deloitte.com/taxathand 
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