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Immigration news alerts  
Novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV)  

 

 

2019 Novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV) is a virus identified as the cause of an 

outbreak of respiratory illness first detected in Wuhan, China. While it is 

unclear how easily this virus is spreading between people, authorities across 

the globe are issuing travel health notices related to this outbreak. 

 

In this series of news alerts, we will provide you with immigration updates to 

keep you updated on the rapidly evolving situation within our region. 

 

 
 

Malaysia 

Malaysia expands China traveller ban as coronavirus spreads 
The Straits Times | 9 February 2020 
Malaysia has expanded a ban on visitors from China to include Zhejiang and 
Jiangsu provinces. Deputy Prime Minister Wan Azizah Wan Ismail said the 
decision follows China's move to extend its lockdown to five cities in Zhejiang 
and two in Jiangsu. The restriction will be imposed on all tourists regardless of 
nationality who have visited Hubei, Zhejiang and Jiangsu. 
 

 
 

http://www2.deloitte.com/us/en.html
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysia-expands-china-traveller-ban-as-coronavirus-spreads


 
 

Philippines 

BI extends travel ban to include tourists from Taiwan 
Manila Bulletin | 11 February 2020 
Bureau of Immigration (BI) Commissioner Jaime Morente announced Monday 
night the expansion of the travel ban to include tourists from Taiwan to 
contain the spread of the 2019 novel coronavirus Acute Respiratory Disease 
(2019-nCoV ARD). 
 
Under the guidelines, if a foreign passenger not exempted from the ban is 
encountered at the ports, he or she shall automatically be denied entry and 
returned to his port of origin. 
 
Filipinos and aliens who are exempted from the ban shall be turned over to 
the Bureau of Quarantine for their assessment, together with a copy of their 
arrival cards. 
 
Filipinos are likewise temporarily not allowed to leave for China, Hong Kong, 
Macau, and Taiwan unless they are part of a government delegation 
conducting official duties, a member of the World Health Organisation, and 
other agencies involved in fighting or containing the 2019 nCoV-ARD. 
  

 
 
BI bars entry of 36 Chinese nationals amid coronavirus outbreak 
Manila Bulletin | 10 February 2020 
Bureau of Immigration (BI) officers at the Ninoy Aquino International Airport 
(NAIA) disallowed last Friday from entering the country 36 Chinese nationals 
who came from Macau, which is covered by the travel ban imposed due to the 
acute coronavirus outbreak. 
 
In a report to Immigration Commissioner Jaime Morente, BI port operations 
division chief Grifton Medina said the Chinese passengers were refused entry 
upon their arrival aboard a Philippine Airlines flight from Phnom Penh, 
Cambodia. 
 
Medina said all 36 passengers were initially turned over to the Bureau of 
Quarantine (BOQ) for inspection and booked on the first available flight to 
Phnom Penh. 
 

 
 
     

 
 

Singapore 

Actions taken by the Ministry of Manpower following confirmed 2019-nCoV 
case of work permit holder 
Ministry of Manpower | 10 February 2020 
As announced by the Ministry of Health (MOH) on 9 February 2020, one of the 
new cases confirmed to be infected with the 2019-nCoV is a 39 year-old 
Bangladeshi work permit holder. 
 

https://news.mb.com.ph/2020/02/11/bi-extends-travel-ban-to-include-tourists-from-taiwan/
https://news.mb.com.ph/2020/02/08/bi-bars-entry-of-36-chinese-nationals-amid-coronavirus-outbreak/


Preliminary checks by the Ministry of Manpower (MOM) indicated that the 
employer of the worker had acted responsibly in helping their workers take 
precautionary measures against infection. 
 
Over the past two days, MOH has issued Quarantine Orders to 19 people in 
total, including the worker’s 10 roommates, 8 people who took the same 
company transport as him, and a project manager at the worksite. While 
further contact tracing is on-going, MOH has assessed that the risk to the 
general population of residents in the dormitory is low.    
 

 
 
MOM issues updated advisory on enhanced precautionary measures for 
dormitories 
Ministry of Manpower | 10 February 2020 
With the raising of DORSCON Level to Orange, MOM has issued a new 
advisory to all dormitories to step up cleaning and precautionary measures. 
The key measures include: 

a. Suspend all mass activities to minimise risk of infections among residents; 
b. Stagger the usage of common dormitory facilities, where possible, to 

further minimise cross-interactions between residents; 
c. As an added precaution, make arrangements for residents on leave of 

absence (LOA) to reside together with others on LOA, in a section of the 
dormitory that is separate from other residents. In the event that this is 
not possible, there should be dedicated rooms for them. These should not 
be the rooms that are set up for quarantine purposes; and 

d. Make arrangements for food so that residents on LOA need not leave the 
premises. If there is an urgent need for residents to leave the dormitory, 
the resident should be advised to minimise social contact and return to 
the dormitory as soon as possible. 

 

 
     

 
 

Taiwan 

4-day home quarantine to be required for travellers transiting through 
China, Hong Kong and Macau and granted entry into Taiwan 
Bureau Of Consular Affairs | 8 February 2020 
Starting from 0:00 a.m. of 10 February 2020, travellers who transit through 
China, Hong Kong and Macau and are granted entry into Taiwan will be 
required to be under home quarantine for 14 days. 
 
Pursuant to the request proposed by the Ministry of Health and Welfare, 
Taiwan for disease prevention, the Ministry of Transportation and 
Communications will impose a temporary ban on cross-strait passenger flights 
between Taiwan and certain airports in China starting 0:00 a.m. of 10 
February 2020 to 11:59 p.m. of 29 April 2020.  
 
Except for the flights to and from Beijing Capital International Airport, 
Shanghai Pudong International Airport, Shanghai Hongqiao International 
Airport, Xiamen Gaoqi International Airport and Chengdu Shuangliu 
International Airport, cross-strait flights to and from the remaining airports in 
China will be suspended. 
 

 

https://www.mom.gov.sg/newsroom/press-releases/2020/0210-actions-taken-by-mom-following-confirmed-2019-ncov-case-of-work-permit-holder
https://www.mom.gov.sg/newsroom/press-releases/2020/0210-mom-issues-updated-advisory-on-enhanced-precautionary-measure-for-dormitory
https://www.boca.gov.tw/cp-220-5118-dc513-2.html


     

 
 

Contact 

 

Should you have any comments or questions arising from this newsletter, 

please feel free to contact me. 

 
 
Christina Karl 
SEA Immigration Leader 
Deloitte Southeast Asia 
 
+65 6800 3997 
ckarl@deloitte.com 
 

     
 

 

 

Access the latest global and regional tax 
news, information, and resources from 
Deloitte tax@hand: A digital platform 
designed for global tax professionals, 
available anytime, on any device. 

deloitte.com/taxathand 
 

  

 

 

Dbriefs is a series of live, on-demand 
and interactive webcasts focusing on 
topical tax issues for business 
executives. Obtain your Continuing 
Professional Education (CPE) credit for 
career development when you watch 
the webcast.  
  
 
Subscribe for the latest webcasts. 

 

 

mailto:ckarl@deloitte.com
https://www2.deloitte.com/global/en/pages/tax/articles/deloitte-tax-at-hand.html
https://www2.deloitte.com/global/en/pages/about-deloitte/topics/dbriefs-asia-pacific.html
https://www.tfaforms.com/433275
https://www2.deloitte.com/global/en/pages/tax/articles/deloitte-tax-at-hand.html
https://www2.deloitte.com/global/en/pages/about-deloitte/topics/dbriefs-asia-pacific.html


 

Deloitte’s 175th milestone year is the first 
anniversary to be acknowledged and 
celebrated globally. 
 
This uniquely unifying moment offers the 
opportunity to demonstrate the value of 
Deloitte’s role in the world—past and future. 
Deloitte has been making an impact that 
matters for 175 years and will continue to do 
so for many years to come. 
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