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Immigration news alerts  
COVID-19 

  

COVID-19 (also previously referred to as 2019 Novel Coronavirus or 2019-nCoV) is 

a virus identified as the cause of an outbreak of respiratory illness first detected in 

Wuhan, China. While it is unclear how easily this virus is spreading between 

people, authorities across the globe are issuing travel health notices related to 

this outbreak. 

 

In this series of news alerts, we will provide you with immigration updates to keep 

you updated on the rapidly evolving situation within our region. 

   

Malaysia 
 

Malaysia adds Denmark to restricted travel list 

The Star | 12 March 2020 
Denmark is the latest country to be added into Malaysia's COVID-19 travel 

restriction list, following a decision by the European country to go into lockdown. 
 

All Denmark nationals and citizens of other countries who have been to Denmark 

are not allowed to enter Malaysia or be on transit at any entry points. The travel 

ban is effective 14 March 2020. 
 



In addition, Malaysians are advised to postpone non-essential travel to Denmark 

due to the risk of being infected with COVID-19. Malaysians returning from 

Denmark must also undergo home quarantine for 14 days. 
 

Prior to this, Malaysia has imposed travel bans on people coming from affected 

areas in China, Korea, Japan, Iran, and Italy. 

 

     

Philippines  
 

DOLE, attached agencies to go on 4-day work week 

Philippine News Agency | 12 March 2020 
The Department of Labour and Employment (DOLE) and its attached agencies will 

implement a four-day work week as a precaution against the COVID-19 threat. 
 

“All offices/agencies shall observe a four-day workweek which shall be from 

Monday to Thursday instead of working for five days a week and work schedule 

from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.,” the order said. 
 

Effective 16 March 2020, the new work schedule covers all employees at the 

central office in Intramuros, Manila as well as its regional offices, bureaus and 

field offices. Also covered are the Philippine Overseas Welfare Administration 

(POEA), Overseas Workers Welfare Administration (OWWA), Professional 

Regulation Commission (PRC), and National Labour Relations Commission (NLRC). 

 

     

Singapore 
 

Additional precautionary measures to prevent further importation and spread 

of COVID-19 cases 
Ministry of Health | 13 March 2020 

From 15 March 2020, 23.59 hours, all new visitors with recent travel history to 

Italy, France, Spain and Germany within the last 14 days will not be allowed entry 

into Singapore, or transit through Singapore. This is in addition to the travel 

restrictions previously announced for mainland China, Iran, and the Republic of 

Korea. 
 

From 15 March 2020, 23.59 hours, the following groups will also be issued with a 

Stay-Home Notice (SHN). Persons under SHN will have to remain in their place of 

residence at all times for 14 days after returning to Singapore. 
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 Residents (Singapore Citizens and Permanent Residents) with recent 
travel history to Italy, France, Spain and Germany within the last 14 days; 
and 

 Long-term pass holders (including work passes, Student’s Pass, 
Dependant’s Pass, and Long-term Visit Pass) with recent travel history to 
Italy, France, Spain and Germany within the last 14 days.  

 As previously announced, residents and long-term pass holders returning 
from mainland China (outside Hubei province1), Iran, and the Republic of 
Korea will continue to be issued a 14-day SHN upon return to Singapore. 

Singaporeans are also advised to defer all non-essential travel to Italy, France, 

Spain and Germany. In addition, the existing advisory to defer all travel to Hubei 

province in mainland China, and non-essential travel to the rest of mainland 

China, Iran, Japan and the Republic of Korea, remains. 
 

Furthermore, Singaporeans are advised to exercise caution when travelling to all 

countries affected by COVID-19, especially those which have exported cases. 

These include neighbouring countries, like Indonesia and the Philippines, and 

those further afield, like the United Kingdom. 
 
1 Persons returning from Hubei province are subject to quarantine. 
 

 

     

Contact 

 

Should you have any comments or questions arising from this newsletter, please 

feel free to contact me. 

 

 
Christina Karl 
SEA Immigration Leader 
Deloitte Southeast Asia 
 
+65 6800 3997 
ckarl@deloitte.com 
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Deloitte’s 175th milestone year is the first anniversary 

to be acknowledged and celebrated globally. 

 

This uniquely unifying moment offers the opportunity 

to demonstrate the value of Deloitte’s role in the 

world—past and future. Deloitte has been making an 

impact that matters for 175 years and will continue to 

do so for many years to come. 

 

  

 

Dbriefs is a series of live, on-demand and interactive 

webcasts focusing on topical tax issues for business 

executives. Obtain your Continuing Professional 

Education (CPE) credit for career development when 

you watch the webcast.  
 

Subscribe for the latest webcasts. 

 

  

 

Access the latest global and regional tax news, 

information, and resources from Deloitte tax@hand: A 

digital platform designed for global tax professionals, 

available anytime, on any device. 

deloitte.com/taxathand 
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firms and related entities are legally separate and independent entities, which cannot obligate or bind each other in respect of 
third parties. DTTL and each DTTL member firm and related entity is liable only for its own acts and omissions, and not those of 
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services. Our global network of member firms and related entities in more than 150 countries and territories (collectively, the 
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Deloitte Asia Pacific Limited is a company limited by guarantee and a member firm of DTTL. Members of Deloitte Asia Pacific 
Limited and their related entities, each of which are separate and independent legal entities, provide services from more than 
100 cities across the region, including Auckland, Bangkok, Beijing, Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City, Hong Kong, Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur , 
Manila, Melbourne, Osaka, Shanghai, Singapore, Sydney, Taipei, Tokyo and Yangon. 

https://www2.deloitte.com/global/en/pages/about-deloitte/topics/dbriefs-asia-pacific.html
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1g94lAVs05oTWppLodW2aF9dBQRueufSAJyt_ZIZYIw7Rez34g8PIEYh2XGCDnd5yWLb3ljIdv90gIp4Jn6EGGGCkhtlU1waKFQnKLB3a-rhXIxI-XU5pFssg2uHY0WijJZCXVT0lHPbAoXpegZfUgbeswcbcaHnLvmMqlozi_d-c-D3BBlgzR2-9XKPRo_6YB3q6jRHeflAWiSUKgcq1SlJFg_UiOKwfyJ52QeN3x3nNiTOXF6XcvMPx0hcsZWuxeEby6X24GcCATgfMr1_l9NCxjnnb_lU68vr0X5fHJBkX4W-hFiZVVFSSQePhhShLLjaD0JjfCvPQ3TNYQ8NpvObGWMBuNaJpV4ai9u_PqBm9vZSu0xKDokziI18rIDjFB1OhJipASZc4ObTuVztFvyBNBEixHTM07-KETud8FDAlAXB4QVYtJ7Y4N1T_3rSVi95Ixz5nTCPPYujCh8_Kb9G5DJqsFCyv1gaCf3_9EZM01vtdB6Tq3QHwVRmeK-c98v9Qi3WpwVPEq1867M9xxw/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tfaforms.com%2F433275
https://www2.deloitte.com/global/en/pages/tax/articles/deloitte-tax-at-hand.html
http://www2.deloitte.com/global/en.html
http://www2.deloitte.com/global/en/pages/about-deloitte/articles/deloitte-as-safe-sender.html
http://www.deloitte.com/about
http://www.deloitte.com/
https://www2.deloitte.com/global/en/pages/about-deloitte/topics/dbriefs-asia-pacific.html
https://www2.deloitte.com/global/en/pages/tax/articles/deloitte-tax-at-hand.html
https://www.facebook.com/deloitte
https://twitter.com/Deloitte
http://www.linkedin.com/company/deloittesea/
http://secure-web.cisco.com/1_n7-UOOD_5YX4fJKtXqCw7NiUUQjk4fWXzU0i9dx2q0SAkkV4chsXdpKAF62oSJoF5oZdylVmzZ4w1xkSJpQPvaH2Tr28aGcmVC0tXzq0fZjBuQAwtY8u8cCDCiOTzTVNP9eNEibmoyyUg1yY2sDPSBKbvXMO0r-QNsywO-yrhDnacHRWBpy5VBNn6LPhAczuY1bmvpTJIK5LntZrR3vDvh8MxKqKOIDFzK8gAte11q6rBzKV-ZzYzoCkcKyfV3LM-D01_gWeJKAgMAKZT7tAyuHLreVp-Q14OGyysVmIBcXmCD76xuEzjhdvFxspVo2hTTZYDPCAXsZwLsS4EtgOaAV39eer8LpxSWnY8sHh1CFiDe8MOV6p-k-GLgUUAx-klHRrvko3V26WIHeCWG_fO_LNCl9dC6X0UJ5RfuGXePgdp9SKU000N9q--aqN9rN94LjU0lNr3Z9bDZJkFFH5sc-znuU5j6dA1WEL_aArXhYERAe00iOj-F0d4HINGMwT2Pz3yhDyEPAsgm6CKslcw/http%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fdeloittedigitalsea
http://secure-web.cisco.com/1qjmGuRIgZgvJKlpHJHuoAeQQ5XO_08ZshrVskZpcgMeh908pIcc8tUpBJz40RI4hRRUfypWQU2k6H1pzjHpskWXRxTzW50M9D3PnE9Ef9XT84XEPi4eLjdih-Nh6SvWVsfGKj4D5lQhyop7Dwl792dGhHsd4QPrPEz7WiKcmtiP2B-oA8UXyqunE0LMJvuaK0CZ3w6yEaxDheo1av14YO6ono8QS_TKqR9h4KkjNYIE-t_gr-5YfZBHrI5LDfsTHwrYy6RFGU_HPza5UsN0QbwV-cztzQswkk3LaPSMeDb_pqoknGfZT5Sq8ilZuSsK4HVGI79X6cd2otr41LA-FFDc6tHpWxHETjSvzNVkr_qjfIGCn9aUV-2uiF2ZLtZMKU6-gnKqcLXEFlt2OArBs_0JuPKAGDwosKSMGutdAwRCGUbCf-ySdQQcGd6Pro_-2dg1xxHJY2mSHhU4IOlPzPlLG7kl1AOUJx2JPPFNxdtdDBY7ECpGx4jerq-yVXK5uVzpVMQnDOQyFbmgzoKb8Sg/http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fdeloitte%2F
mailto:ckarl@deloitte.com?subject=


 

 
This communication contains general information only, and none of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited (“DTTL”), its global 
network of member firms or their related entities (collectively, the “Deloitte organisation”) is, by means of this communication, 
rendering professional advice or services. Before making any decision or taking any action that may affect your finances or y our 
business, you should consult a qualified professional adviser. 
 
No representations, warranties or undertakings (express or implied) are given as to the accuracy or completeness of the 
information in this communication, and none of DTTL, its member firms, related entities, employees or agents shall be liable or 
responsible for any loss or damage whatsoever arising directly or indirectly in connection with any person relying on this 
communication. DTTL and each of its member firms, and their related entities, are legally separate and independent entities.  
 
© 2020 Deloitte Southeast Asia Ltd 

  

       

 
Update Profile      Unsubscribe  

 

 

http://secure-web.cisco.com/1J5eQ2RqLQI1ddYOyCob-G8Ud5HNl6PF0rMC1KsplvsS7XXgbyW6OJISXAqY3twfArxR4JJ7djJIsMnPZ5K0ta4F-EpeIrustG3OAHAzEfeUqPPrfu-GzhrtVVPE5xTVoeFB4l86dibCoLqDe6Wj5H9JxDnCBz629h-QodTA1XpZfu9wHsA5JAXXzrTLHzbYeINlI3H6djJE8gkR1dUrv_ANn4wQ_U7wHAiwDDbCOm3n99aqy2m1F7GxMNBLjZmGuHx7ttH2VEAsmXBw3Q_Yha9dcdPz7EqPGVU1L9zoRoBT1eXMFxzYlCsCllP5_jwFJTuEodFuVdt0nxYBpqgX_w17P7xfwRDZ4UgCkuJiC9-BZrRldUalXVrNrXOkts78ZJk2g6RRckEDJZ1B0EaXef6qBnUZobWM-4BcJ4877VzA0NGWI9fkgeZKAc79_JDzkjgD0uCc01dwSOEzy8qvYwY2Kbd96XrIP7VaIwL3-hNMwnAjNUyhHb7jqjUX6iRL0/http%3A%2F%2Fclick.deloitteoneconnect.com%2Fprofile_center.aspx%3Fqs%3D29b2fc7ad8a4a568dbf8e9545472bd4fd3cfc166bf798c98876c1e097a917020b4633ae04637427c787fa04bf8faeca7374cf20f72601b46
http://secure-web.cisco.com/1PNNLWZyQTZ_8z5WZ0C8T_MzG6kl5pAdtvOYBfTFBxmoeF13oYlCqopqgVqpsnUu_-b0J1DCpWNOZFM4C9xdFXgBW0qwk2561pRBK3UWouXw99QUhHbRp_rooBpF6Hwn2CNh2I4xx2A9X6nk-c8nKKLFl87bsZYgsXj7PqluEJOQFfPnKVjeUKVowe0a_5wIjWh_VnkYZq0Q-F9HxRXbj8UvW6lI9z3BnHrJLq1I0NKk7ita8VldHDY0HuGoNNr4v94zEHiDK8cf2gWYykk8j_7F8BYRFQNmStJuOIMe67ExzVVwwzynaNFCxtw-xYaZXIYRL7d94jBmgb-dm7G4o-yUHELyJk713lA3o7_nZYPpUMVSIvxfL9A_sHsfi5Fgu0jWvo8DmlYAllzoFA50QwDXDdHBV9fsw4CDC2oDACJhrhjMfAMX3aLWwdMeysZYwMudBSSSgO8gQr05MTOJwK0KQBjcU68gCc6vQVUZbg0wQSptjSYhLM8bCHOo1Rp_3/http%3A%2F%2Fclick.deloitteoneconnect.com%2Funsub_center.aspx%3Fqs%3D29b2fc7ad8a4a568c5da1ca7b26e01ae37360a0e80fc5fb0a448ec7399ca4d7c35186c2b9b2685d774fcd2eddfeff632dc2b3f6d273130b4

