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Immigration news alerts 

COVID-19 

 

COVID-19 (also previously referred to as 2019 Novel Coronavirus or 2019-nCoV) is a virus 
identified as the cause of an outbreak of respiratory illness first detected in Wuhan, China. 
While it is unclear how easily this virus is spreading between people, authorities across the 
globe are issuing travel health notices related to this outbreak. 
  
In this series of news alerts, we will provide you with immigration updates to keep you up 
to date on the rapidly evolving situation within our region.   

 

 

   

For the latest country-specific travel restrictions and immigration information 
in relation to COVID-19, visit gowork.ges.deloitte to view Deloitte’s digital 
travel map (beta release). 

 

 

Note: If you have trouble accessing any of the links below, please try to copy and paste them 
directly into your browser. 

   

 

https://gowork.ges.deloitte/


Japan 

 
Re-entry of foreign nationals with the status of residence 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs | 17 August 2020 

 
With effect from 5 August 2020, foreign nationals with the status of residence (i.e., 
Permanent Resident, Spouse or Child of Japanese National, Spouse or Child of Permanent 
Resident, and Long Term Resident [including the spouse of a Japanese national or Japanese 
child who does not have these statuses of residence]) will be allowed to re-enter Japan if 
they left Japan before the day on which the country/region where they are currently 
residing was designated as an area subject to denial of permission to entry into Japan. 
 
Upon re-entry, these foreigners will be requested to present a “Letter of Confirmation of 
Submitting Required Documentation for Re-entry into Japan” obtained from the Japanese 
overseas establishment in the country/region where they reside. They will also need to 
present a certificate showing a negative COVID-19 test result from a pre-entry test 
conducted within 72 hours before the departure time of their flight. More information on 
the latest process and required documents for re-entry can be found here. 

 

 

 

Philippines 

 
Foreign spouses of Filipinos can enter the Philippines if they possess a valid visa  
Philippine Information Agency | 14 August 2020 

 
The Bureau of Immigration has clarified that foreign spouses of Filipinos can enter the 
Philippines if they possess a valid visa previously issued to them by the Bureau, without 
the need to secure an entry visa from their port of origin. 
 
Furthermore, these visas need not only be those that were issued to aliens by reason of 
their marriage to Filipinos. For example, a holder of a valid 9(g) working visa or a Special 
Retiree's Resident Visa (SRRV) can enter the country if he or she is married to a Filipino, 
and need not apply for a new entry visa from Philippine Consulates abroad. 
 
Only foreign spouses of Filipinos who do not possess a valid visa will be required to 
secure an entry visa to enter the Philippines. In addition, foreign spouses whose Alien 
Certificate of Registration Identity Cards (ACR I-Cards) have expired will also need to 
ensure that they renew their ACR I-Cards before travelling to the Philippines. 

 

 

 

https://www.mofa.go.jp/ca/fna/page25e_000334.html
https://www.mofa.go.jp/ca/fna/page4e_001074.html
https://pia.gov.ph/news/articles/1050341


South Korea 

 
South Korea lifts restrictions on arrivals from China’s Hubei province 
The Korea Herald | 7 August 2020 

 
With effect from 10 August 2020, South Korea has lifted restrictions on arrivals from 
China's Hubei province, as virus cases have eased there and China has relaxed entry 
bans for South Koreans. 

 

 

 

Contact 
  
Should you have any comments or questions arising from this newsletter, please feel free to 
contact me. 

 

  

Christina Karl 
SEA Immigration Leader 
Deloitte Southeast Asia 
 
+65 6800 3997 
ckarl@deloitte.com 
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Dbriefs 

A series of live, on-
demand and interactive 
webcasts focusing on 
topical tax issues for 
business executives. 

 

Power of With 

Focus on the power 
humans have with 
machines. 

 

Tax@hand 

Latest global and 
regional tax news, 
information, and 
resources. 

 

  

 

  

 

Deloitte’s 175th milestone year is the first anniversary to be 
acknowledged and celebrated globally. 

  
This uniquely unifying moment offers the opportunity to 
demonstrate the value of Deloitte’s role in the world—past 
and future. Deloitte has been making an impact that matters 
for 175 years and will continue to do so for many years to 
come. 
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related entities (collectively, the “Deloitte organization”). DTTL (also referred to as “Deloitte Global”) and each of its member 

firms and related entities are legally separate and independent entities, which cannot obligate or bind each other in respect of 

third parties. DTTL and each DTTL member firm and related entity is liable only for its own acts and omissions, and not those of 
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Deloitte Asia Pacific Limited is a company limited by guarantee and a member firm of DTTL. Members of Deloitte Asia Pacific 

Limited and their related entities, each of which are separate and independent legal entities, provide services from more than 
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About Deloitte Singapore 

In Singapore, services are provided by Deloitte & Touche LLP and its subsidiaries and affiliates. 

  

Deloitte & Touche LLP (Unique entity number: T08LL0721A) is an accounting limited liability partnership registered in Singapore 

under the Limited Liability Partnerships Act (Chapter 163A). 

 

This communication contains general information only, and none of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited (“DTTL”), its global 

network of member firms or their related entities (collectively, the “Deloitte organization”) is, by means of this communication, 
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