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Immigration news alerts  
COVID-19 

 

 

COVID-19 (also previously referred to as 2019 Novel Coronavirus or 2019-

nCoV) is a virus identified as the cause of an outbreak of respiratory illness 

first detected in Wuhan, China. While it is unclear how easily this virus is 

spreading between people, authorities across the globe are issuing travel 

health notices related to this outbreak. 

 

In this series of news alerts, we will provide you with immigration updates to 

keep you updated on the rapidly evolving situation within our region. 

 

 
 

Singapore 

Employers who send healthy workers to hospitals for Covid-19 test may get 
work pass privileges suspended, warns Ministry of Manpower (MOM) 
The Straits Times | 19 February 2020 
Do not send employees to hospitals unless there is a medical emergency, the 
Ministry of Manpower (MOM) has warned employers, after hospitals reported 
that employers were dropping off workers to have them tested for the 
coronavirus. 
 
"Employers who act irresponsibly by misusing medical facilities may have their 
work pass privileges suspended," it added. A worker who is unwell should be 

http://www2.deloitte.com/us/en.html


sent to a general practitioner, who will then assess if the worker needs to be 
taken to hospital.  
 

 
 
Leave of Absence support programme extended to those serving Stay-Home 
Notice 
Ministry of Manpower | 17 February 2020 
From 18 February 2020, 23:59 hours, the Ministry of Manpower (MOM) will 
extend the Leave of Absence Support Programme (LOASP) to businesses and 
self-employed persons affected by Stay-Home Notice (SHN) requirements due 
to COVID-19. 
 
Under the LOASP, eligible employers will be able to apply for $100 daily per 
affected worker for the required duration of SHN. Affected workers include 
Singapore Citizens (SC), Permanent Residents (PR), and Work Pass holders 
who travelled to mainland China on or before 31 January 2020, and who were 
placed on SHN upon their return to Singapore. Eligible employers will also 
qualify for levy waiver for affected foreign workers for the SHN period. 
 
Self-employed SCs and PRs who had travelled to mainland China on or before 
31 January 2020, and were placed on SHN upon their return to Singapore can 
also apply for the daily support of $100. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Contact 

 

Should you have any comments or questions arising from this newsletter, 

please feel free to contact me. 

 
 
Christina Karl 
SEA Immigration Leader 
Deloitte Southeast Asia 
 
+65 6800 3997 
ckarl@deloitte.com 
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Access the latest global and regional tax 
news, information, and resources from 
Deloitte tax@hand: A digital platform 
designed for global tax professionals, 
available anytime, on any device. 

deloitte.com/taxathand 
 

  

 

 

Dbriefs is a series of live, on-demand 
and interactive webcasts focusing on 
topical tax issues for business 
executives. Obtain your Continuing 
Professional Education (CPE) credit for 
career development when you watch 
the webcast.  
  
 
Subscribe for the latest webcasts. 

 

 

 

Deloitte’s 175th milestone year is the first 
anniversary to be acknowledged and 
celebrated globally. 
 
This uniquely unifying moment offers the 
opportunity to demonstrate the value of 
Deloitte’s role in the world—past and future. 
Deloitte has been making an impact that 
matters for 175 years and will continue to do 
so for many years to come. 
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Deloitte refers to one or more of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited (“DTTL”), its global network of member firms, and their 
related entities. DTTL (also referred to as “Deloitte Global”) and each of its member firms and their affiliated entities are  legally 
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Deloitte is a leading global provider of audit and assurance, consulting, financial advisory, risk advisory, tax & legal and related 
services. Our global network of member firms and related entities in more than 150 countries and territories (collectively, the 
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qualified professional adviser. No entity in the Deloitte Network shall be responsible for any loss whatsoever sustained by any 
person who relies on this communication. 
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