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Immigration news alerts 

COVID-19 

 

The COVID-19 situation is a rapidly evolving situation, and authorities across the globe 
frequently update their travel advisories and immigration policies in response to the 
outbreak situation on the ground. In this series of news alerts, we will provide you 
with the latest news to keep you up to date on the developments in our region.  

 

 

   

For the latest country-specific travel restrictions and immigration 
information in relation to COVID-19, visit gowork.ges.deloitte to view 
Deloitte’s digital travel map (beta release) 

 

 

Note: If you have trouble accessing any of the links below, please try to copy and paste 
them directly into your browser. 

   

 

Hong Kong 
 

https://gowork.ges.deloitte/


Government strengthens restrictions for persons arriving in Hong Kong from the 
United Kingdom (UK) 
Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (SAR) | 22 December 2020 

  
With effect from 22 December 2020, all persons who have stayed in the UK for more 
than two hours in the past 14 days (including Hong Kong residents) will not be allowed 
to board planes to Hong Kong. 
 
The Government is also working on a legislative amendment to allow the compulsory 
quarantine period to last for more than 14 days when necessary, including lengthening 
the compulsory quarantine period for persons who are arriving in Hong Kong from the 
UK to 21 days.  
  

 
 
Government strengthens testing requirements for persons arriving at Hong Kong from 
foreign places 
Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (SAR) | 18 December 2020 

  
According to the latest compulsory testing notice, any person aged six or above who 
arrives at Hong Kong on or after 2 December 2020, and is placed under quarantine 
pursuant to a Quarantine Order under section 3 of the Compulsory Quarantine of 
Persons Arriving at Hong Kong from Foreign Places Regulation (Cap. 599E), must 
undergo testing on the 19th or 20th day following their arrival in Hong Kong. For 
example, a person who arrived in Hong Kong on 2 December 2020 would have 
completed the 14-day quarantine on 15 December 2020, and should undergo testing on 
20 or 21 December 2020. 
       
Persons subject to compulsory testing must undergo testing at one of the community 
testing centres. They must register for the test by presenting the identity document as 
stated on the Quarantine Order and, as far as practicable, the Quarantine Order. 
Persons subject to compulsory testing must also retain the SMS notification containing 
the result of the test, and present it to law enforcement officers when required. 
  

 
 
Canada to be added to list of specified high-risk places from 25 December 2020 
Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (SAR) | 18 December 2020 

  
The Government has announced that it will gazette the specifications under the 
Prevention and Control of Disease (Regulation of Cross-boundary Conveyances and 
Travellers) Regulation (Cap. 599H) to include Canada as a specified high-risk place with 
effect from 25 December 2020. For more information on the conditions imposed on 
inbound travellers who have visited specified high-risk places, please click here. 
  

http://www.communitytest.gov.hk/en
http://www.communitytest.gov.hk/en
http://www.coronavirus.gov.hk/eng/high-risk-places.html
https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202012/22/P2020122200030.htm
https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202012/18/P2020121800850.htm#:~:text=%22For%20early%20identification%20of%20imported,on%20the%2019th%20or%2020th


 

 

India 
 
India suspends all flights from the UK until 31 December 2020 
The Economic Times | 22 December 2020 

  
India will suspend all flights from the UK with effect from 22 December 2020, 11.59 
p.m., until 31 December 2020, 11.59 p.m. All flights from India to the UK shall also be 
temporarily suspended during this period.  
 
Passengers from the UK, including those on transit flights, who will arrive in India before 
22 December 2020, 11.59 p.m., will be subject to mandatory reverse transcription 
polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) tests upon arrival at the airports. 
  

 

 

Philippines 
 
BI implements new IATF ruling to allow re-entry of foreign nationals 
Bureau of Immigration | 19 December 2020 
 
To enable foreign nationals to return to their countries for the holidays and 
subsequently re-enter the Philippines, the Inter-Agency Task Force for the Management 
of Emerging Infectious Diseases (IATF) Resolution No. 89 will allow the re-entry of 
foreign nationals holding 9(e) and 9(g) visas, provided they depart the Philippines from 
17 December 2020. Those who have left prior to 17 December 2020 will not be granted 
re-entry. 
 
Re-entry permission will also remain subject to the conditions set by the Inter-Agency 
Task Force for the Management of Emerging Infectious Diseases (IATF), including 
requirements for the foreign national to present a valid and existing visa on the date of 
arrival, a pre-booked quarantine facility and COVID-19 laboratory test at the airport, in 
addition to the maximum capacity limits imposed on inbound passengers at the port on 
the date of entry. 

 

 

 

Contact 
  

https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202012/18/P2020121800522.htm
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/transportation/airlines-/-aviation/india-suspends-all-flights-originating-from-uk-until-december-31/articleshow/79838285.cms
https://immigration.gov.ph/images/News/2020_Yr/12_Dec/2020Dec19_Press.pdf


Should you have any comments or questions arising from this newsletter, please feel 
free to contact me. 

 

  

Christina Karl 
SEA Immigration Leader 
Deloitte Southeast Asia 
 
+65 6800 3997 
ckarl@deloitte.com 

 

 

  

 

            

Dbriefs 

A series of live, on-
demand and 
interactive webcasts 
focusing on topical tax 
issues for business 
executives. 

 

Power of With 

Focus on the power 
humans have with 
machines. 

 

Tax@hand 

Latest global and 
regional tax news, 
information, and 
resources. 

 

  

 

  

 

Deloitte’s 175th milestone year is the first anniversary to be 

acknowledged and celebrated globally. 

  

This uniquely unifying moment offers the opportunity to 

demonstrate the value of Deloitte’s role in the world—past and 

future. Deloitte has been making an impact that matters for 

175 years and will continue to do so for many years to come. 
   

 

mailto:ckarl@deloitte.com
https://www2.deloitte.com/global/en/pages/about-deloitte/topics/dbriefs-asia-pacific.html
https://www2.deloitte.com/sg/en/pages/tax/articles/the-future-of-tax-and-legal.html
https://www2.deloitte.com/global/en/pages/tax/articles/deloitte-tax-at-hand.html


 

     

 

  

 

Deloitte Singapore | Add Deloitte as safe sender 
  
Deloitte refers to one or more of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited (“DTTL”), its global network of member firms, and 

their related entities. DTTL (also referred to as “Deloitte Global”) and each of its member firms and their affiliated entities 

are legally separate and independent entities. DTTL does not provide services to clients. Please 

see www.deloitte.com/about to learn more. 
 
Deloitte is a leading global provider of audit and assurance, consulting, financial advisory, risk advisory, tax & legal and 

related services. Our global network of member firms and related entities in more than 150 countries and territories 

(collectively, the “Deloitte organisation”) serves four out of five Fortune Global 500® companies. Learn how Deloitte’s 

approximately 312,000 people make an impact that matters at www.deloitte.com. 

 

Deloitte Asia Pacific Limited is a company limited by guarantee and a member firm of DTTL. Members of Deloitte Asia 

Pacific Limited and their related entities, each of which are separate and independent legal entities, provide services from 

more than 100 cities across the region, including Auckland, Bangkok, Beijing, Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City, Hong Kong, Jakarta, 

Kuala Lumpur, Manila, Melbourne, Osaka, Shanghai, Singapore, Sydney, Taipei, Tokyo and Yangon. 

 

About Deloitte Singapore 

In Singapore, services are provided by Deloitte & Touche LLP and its subsidiaries and affiliates. 

  

Deloitte & Touche LLP (Unique entity number: T08LL0721A) is an accounting limited liability partnership registered in 

Singapore under the Limited Liability Partnerships Act (Chapter 163A). 

 

This communication contains general information only, and none of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited (“DTTL”), its global 

network of member firms or their related entities (collectively, the “Deloitte organisation”) is, by means of this 

communication, rendering professional advice or services. Before making any decision or taking any action that may affect 

your finances or your business, you should consult a qualified professional adviser. 

 

No representations, warranties or undertakings (express or implied) are given as to the accuracy or completeness of the 

information in this communication, and none of DTTL, its member firms, related entities, employees or agents shall be 

liable or responsible for any loss or damage whatsoever arising directly or indirectly in connection with any person relying 

on this communication. DTTL and each of its member firms, and their related entities, are legally separate and independent 

entities. 
 
© 2020 Deloitte & Touche LLP 

       

 

 

https://www2.deloitte.com/sg/en.html
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