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Immigration news alerts 

COVID-19 

 

COVID-19 (also previously referred to as 2019 Novel Coronavirus or 2019-nCoV) is a virus 
identified as the cause of an outbreak of respiratory illness first detected in Wuhan, China. 
While it is unclear how easily this virus is spreading between people, authorities across the 
globe are issuing travel health notices related to this outbreak. 
  
In this series of news alerts, we will provide you with immigration updates to keep you up 
to date on the rapidly evolving situation within our region.   

 

 

   

For the latest country-specific travel restrictions and immigration information 
in relation to COVID-19, visit gowork.ges.deloitte to view Deloitte’s digital 
travel map (beta release). 

 

 

Note: If you have trouble accessing any of the links below, please try to copy and paste 
them directly into your browser. 

   

 

https://gowork.ges.deloitte/


Hong Kong 
 
Addition of Belgium to the list of specified high-risk places 
The Government of the Hong Kong SAR | 27 October 2020 
 
With effect from 3 November 2020, Belgium will be included as a specified place under the 
Prevention and Control of Disease (Regulation of Cross-boundary Conveyances and 
Travellers) Regulation (Cap. 599H). The Government had introduced Cap. 599H to impose 
testing and quarantine conditions on travellers coming to Hong Kong from high-risk places, 
which currently includes the following: Bangladesh, Ethiopia, France, India, Indonesia, 
Kazakhstan, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Russia, South Africa, the United Kingdom (UK), and 
the United States (US). For more information on the required documents for travellers 
coming from these places, please refer to the link below. 

 

 

 

India 
 
Latest travel and visa restrictions related to COVID-19 
Bureau of Immigration | 21 October 2020 
 
The Ministry of Home Affairs (Foreigners Division) has issued a memorandum with the 
following travel and visa updates: 

1. The following categories of foreign nationals are permitted to enter India through 
water routes or by flight, including under the Vande Bharat Mission, ‘Air Bubble’ 
(Bilateral Air Travel Arrangements) Scheme, or on any non-scheduled commercial 
flights as permitted by the Ministry of Civil Aviation: 

 Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) cardholders and Persons of Indian Origin 
(PIO) cardholders holding passports of any country. 

 Foreign nationals intending to visit India for any purpose (including their 
dependents on the appropriate category of dependent visas), except those 
on Tourist Visas. 

2. All existing visas—except electronic visas (e-Visas), Tourist Visas, and Medical Visas, 
which remains suspended—shall be restored with immediate effect. If the validity 
of the visa has expired, the foreign national may obtain a fresh visa under the 
appropriate category from the Indian Mission/Post concerned. 

3. Indian Missions/Posts are authorised to issue single entry X-Misc Visas on a case-by-
case basis for foreign nationals not covered by the categories mentioned above and 
need to travel to India for family emergencies. 

4. Nepal and Bhutan nationals are permitted to enter India from any country. 

5. India, Nepal, and Bhutan nationals are permitted to travel from India to any 
country, subject to the travel restrictions of the destination country. Airlines will be 
responsible for ensuring that passengers are in compliance with the travel 

https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202010/27/P2020102700505.htm


restrictions before issuing tickets or boarding passes to India, Nepal, and Bhutan 
nationals. 

6. There will be no restrictions on incoming passenger traffic to India through 
authorised airport and seaport Immigration Check Posts for all categories of foreign 
nationals who are permitted to enter India, or those who may be permitted to 
enter India in future. However, restrictions will continue to apply for foreign 
nationals holding Tourist Visas. 

7. Quarantine and other COVID-19/health-related guidelines issued by the Ministry of 
Health and Family Welfare shall be strictly adhered to. 

For more information, please refer to the link below. 

 

 

 

Singapore 
 
More travellers can serve COVID-19 stay-home notice at place of residence 
Channel NewsAsia | 27 October 2020 
 
From 4 November 2020, travellers from the following places will be allowed to serve their 
14-day stay-home notice at their place of residence in Singapore instead of a dedicated 
facility: Estonia, Fiji, Finland, Japan, Norway, South Korea, Sri Lanka, Thailand, and Turkey. 
 
To be able to opt out of staying at a dedicated facility, travellers from these places must not 
have visited any other country in the last 14 days before entering Singapore. They must also 
be living alone at their place of residence or with household members who are also serving 
a stay-home notice of the same duration and with the same travel history. 
 
Applications to opt out of dedicated facilities open on 2 November 2020, for arrivals on or 
after 4 November 2020. Singapore citizens and permanent residents must submit an 
application before their arrival through the Safe Travel Office website. 
 
In addition, with effect from 1 January 2021, the Government will no longer waive the costs 
of staying at dedicated stay-home notice facilities for Singapore citizens and permanent 
residents (PRs) who last left Singapore before 27 March 2020. The Government will also no 
longer foot inpatient medical bills for Singapore citizens, PRs, and long-term pass holders 
who left the country before 27 March 2020 if they develop COVID-19 symptoms within 14 
days of their arrival in Singapore. 

 

 

 

Contact 
  

https://boi.gov.in/content/advisory-travel-and-visa-restrictions-related-covid-19-1
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-stay-home-notice-travellers-to-singapore-japan-thailand-13384818


Should you have any comments or questions arising from this newsletter, please feel free to 
contact me. 

 

  

Christina Karl 
SEA Immigration Leader 
Deloitte Southeast Asia 
 
+65 6800 3997 
ckarl@deloitte.com 

 

 

  

 

            

Dbriefs 

A series of live, on-
demand and interactive 
webcasts focusing on 
topical tax issues for 
business executives. 

 

Power of With 

Focus on the power 
humans have with 
machines. 

 

Tax@hand 

Latest global and 
regional tax news, 
information, and 
resources. 
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Deloitte’s 175th milestone year is the first anniversary to be 
acknowledged and celebrated globally. 

  
This uniquely unifying moment offers the opportunity to 
demonstrate the value of Deloitte’s role in the world—past 
and future. Deloitte has been making an impact that matters 
for 175 years and will continue to do so for many years to 
come. 

 

  

 

  

 

     

 

Deloitte Singapore | Add Deloitte as safe sender 

  
Deloitte refers to one or more of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited (“DTTL”), its global network of member firms, and their 

related entities (collectively, the “Deloitte organization”). DTTL (also referred to as “Deloitte Global”) and each of its member 

firms and related entities are legally separate and independent entities, which cannot obligate or bind each other in respect of 

third parties. DTTL and each DTTL member firm and related entity is liable only for its own acts and omissions, and not those of 

each other. DTTL does not provide services to clients. Please see www.deloitte.com/about to learn more. 
 
Deloitte Asia Pacific Limited is a company limited by guarantee and a member firm of DTTL. Members of Deloitte Asia Pacific 

Limited and their related entities, each of which are separate and independent legal entities, provide services from more than 

100 cities across the region, including Auckland, Bangkok, Beijing, Hanoi, Hong Kong, Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur, Manila, Melbourne, 

Osaka, Seoul, Shanghai, Singapore, Sydney, Taipei and Tokyo. 

 

About Deloitte Singapore 

In Singapore, services are provided by Deloitte & Touche LLP and its subsidiaries and affiliates. 

  

Deloitte & Touche LLP (Unique entity number: T08LL0721A) is an accounting limited liability partnership registered in Singapore 

under the Limited Liability Partnerships Act (Chapter 163A). 

 

This communication contains general information only, and none of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited (“DTTL”), its global 

network of member firms or their related entities (collectively, the “Deloitte organization”) is, by means of this communication, 

rendering professional advice or services. Before making any decision or taking any action that may affect your finances or your 

business, you should consult a qualified professional adviser. 

 

No representations, warranties or undertakings (express or implied) are given as to the accuracy or completeness of the 

information in this communication, and none of DTTL, its member firms, related entities, employees or agents shall be liable or 

responsible for any loss or damage whatsoever arising directly or indirectly in connection with any person relying on this 

communication. DTTL and each of its member firms, and their related entities, are legally separate and independent entities. 
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