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Immigration news alerts  
Novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV)  

 

 

2019 Novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV) is a virus identified as the cause of an 

outbreak of respiratory illness first detected in Wuhan, China. While it is 

unclear how easily this virus is spreading between people, authorities across 

the globe are issuing travel health notices related to this outbreak. 

 

In this series of news alerts, we will provide you with immigration updates to 

keep you updated on the rapidly evolving situation within our region. 

 

 
 

Indonesia 

President holds meeting following evacuation of Indonesians from China 
Antara News | 2 February 2020 
Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi said in a press conference following the 
meeting that the Indonesian Government will temporarily ban direct flights 
from and to Mainland China. The policy will take effect at 00.00 a.m. local time 
on Wednesday. 
 
All visitors coming in from Mainland China, who had been there for 14 days are 
also temporarily banned from entering or having a transit in Indonesia. The 
government is also stopping the visa-free policy and issuance of visa on arrival 
towards Chinese nationals residing in Mainland China for the time being. 
Indonesian nationals are asked to not travel to Mainland China. 

http://www2.deloitte.com/us/en.html


 

 
 

 
 

New Zealand 

Coronavirus update: INZ's response  
Immigration New Zealand | 2 February 2020 
Any foreign travellers who leave or transit mainland China after 2 February 
2020 New Zealand time will be refused entry to New Zealand. 
 
Immigration New Zealand’s Beijing office is temporarily closed in line with the 
Chinese Government’s decision to close schools and businesses as part of their 
ongoing management of coronavirus. 
 

 
     

 
 

Singapore 

15 people refused entry into Singapore following new travel restrictions 
The Straits Times | 2 February 2020 
Fifteen travellers have been refused entry into Singapore in the thirteen hours 
since travel restrictions on those who with recent travel history to China kicked 
in late on Saturday (1 February 2020). They comprise one Spanish, one British, 
one Malaysian, two US, five PRC and five Indian passport holders, due to either 
their travel histories to mainland China in the last 14 days, or suspension of visa 
facilities. 
 
The Immigration and Checkpoints Authority (ICA) said that the travel 
restrictions do not apply to Chinese nationals who are already in Singapore. For 
Chinese nationals who want to extend their social visit passes (SVPs), their 
applications will be assessed based on prevailing guidelines. 
 
ICA added that as of Saturday, it has approved more than 50 applications from 
Chinese passport holders to extend SVPs since the announcement of 
suspensions of new visas on Friday. 
  

 
 
Extension of precautionary measures to minimise risk of community spread in 
Singapore 
Ministry of Health | 31 January 2020 
From 1 February 2020, 2359h, all new visitors with recent travel history to 
mainland China within the last 14 days will not be allowed entry into Singapore, 
or to transit through Singapore. 
 
In the same context, with immediate effect, the Immigration and Checkpoints 
Authority (ICA) will suspend the issuance of all forms of new visas to those with 
PRC passports. Singapore’s status as a visa-free transit facility will also be 
suspended for those with PRC passports. Previously issued short-term and 
multiple-visit visas for those with PRC passports will also be suspended. During 
this period of suspension, they will not be allowed entry into Singapore. 
 
With immediate effect, the following returning groups will be issued an 

https://en.antaranews.com/news/140637/president-holds-meeting-following-evacuation-of-indonesians-from-china
https://www.immigration.govt.nz/about-us/media-centre/news-notifications/coronavirus-update-inz-response
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/health/wuhan-virus-15-people-refused-entry-into-singapore-following-new-travel


advisory for them to be placed on a 14-day leave of absence from the day of 
their return from China: 

 Residents (Singaporean Citizens/PRs) with recent travel history to 
mainland China within the last 14 days; and 

 Long-term pass holders (including Work Passes and Permits, Student 
Pass, Dependent Pass and Long term Visit Pass) with recent travel 
history to mainland China within the last 14 days.  

 
  
Update on additional measures by the Ministry of Manpower to minimise the 
risk of community spread of Wuhan coronavirus 
Ministry of Manpower | 31 January 2020 
With immediate effect, MOM will reject all new work pass applications for 
foreign workers from mainland China until further notice. Renewal applications 
for existing work pass holders will not be affected. 
 
Also with immediate effect, work pass holders entering Singapore with travel 
history to mainland China within the last 14 days are required to take a 14-day 
leave of absence upon arrival in Singapore. 
 

 
 
Visitors with recent travel history to China not allowed to enter or transit in 
Singapore 
The Straits Times | 31 January 2020 
All travellers arriving from mainland China who had been there in the past 14 
days will be barred from entry or transit in Singapore. The new measures will 
kick in at 11.59pm on Saturday (1 February 2020). 
 
However, Chinese passport holders who can show that they had not been to 
China recently, may be allowed entry, on a case-by-case basis. Singaporeans, 
permanent residents and long-term-pass holders returning from China will be 
placed on a leave of absence of 14 days. 
 

 
     

  
 

Contact 

 

Should you have any comments or questions arising from this newsletter, 

please feel free to contact me. 

 
 
Christina Karl 
SEA Immigration Leader 
Deloitte Southeast Asia 
 

https://www.moh.gov.sg/news-highlights/details/extension-of-precautionary-measures-to-minimise-risk-of-community-spread-in-singapore
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+65 6800 3997 
ckarl@deloitte.com 
 

 
 

 

 

Access the latest global and regional tax news, 
information, and resources from Deloitte 
tax@hand: A digital platform designed for 
global tax professionals, available anytime, on 
any device. 

deloitte.com/taxathand 
 

  

 

 

Dbriefs is a series of live, on-demand 
and interactive webcasts focusing on 
topical tax issues for business 
executives. Obtain your Continuing 
Professional Education (CPE) credit for 
career development when you watch 
the webcast.  
  
 
Subscribe for the latest webcasts. 

 

 

 

Deloitte’s 175th milestone year is the first 
anniversary to be acknowledged and 
celebrated globally. 
 
This uniquely unifying moment offers the 
opportunity to demonstrate the value of 
Deloitte’s role in the world—past and future. 
Deloitte has been making an impact that 
matters for 175 years and will continue to do 
so for many years to come. 

 

   

 

      

 

 

  

Deloitte Southeast Asia | Add Deloitte as safe sender 
 
Deloitte refers to one or more of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited (“DTTL”), its global network of member firms, and their 
related entities. DTTL (also referred to as “Deloitte Global”) and each of its member firms and their affiliated entities are legally 
separate and independent entities. DTTL does not provide services to clients. Please see www.deloitte.com/about to learn more. 
 
Deloitte is a leading global provider of audit and assurance, consulting, financial advisory, risk advisory, tax & legal and related 
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services. Our global network of member firms and related entities in more than 150 countries and territories (collectively, the 
“Deloitte organisation”) serves four out of five Fortune Global 500® companies. Learn how Deloitte’s approximately 312,000 
people make an impact that matters at www.deloitte.com. 
 
Deloitte Asia Pacific Limited is a company limited by guarantee and a member firm of DTTL. Members of Deloitte Asia Pacific 
Limited and their related entities, each of which are separate and independent legal entities, provide services from more than 100 
cities across the region, including Auckland, Bangkok, Beijing, Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City, Hong Kong, Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur, Manila, 
Melbourne, Osaka, Shanghai, Singapore, Sydney, Taipei, Tokyo and Yangon. 
 
This communication contains general information only, and none of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited, its member firms, or their 
related entities (collectively, the “Deloitte Network”) is, by means of this communication, rendering professional advice or 
services. Before making any decision or taking any action that may affect your finances or your business, you should consult a 
qualified professional adviser. No entity in the Deloitte Network shall be responsible for any loss whatsoever sustained by any 
person who relies on this communication. 
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