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Immigration news alerts  
COVID-19 

 

 

COVID-19 (also previously referred to as 2019 Novel Coronavirus or 2019-

nCoV) is a virus identified as the cause of an outbreak of respiratory illness 

first detected in Wuhan, China. While it is unclear how easily this virus is 

spreading between people, authorities across the globe are issuing travel 

health notices related to this outbreak. 

 

In this series of news alerts, we will provide you with immigration updates to 

keep you updated on the rapidly evolving situation within our region. 

 

 
 

http://www2.deloitte.com/us/en.html


China 

Response to COVID-19 outbreak (Translated from Chinese)  
The State Council of the People's Republic of China | 2 March 2020 
Foreigners working in China in the fields of innovation, entrepreneurship and 
scientific research during the epidemic will have their visa and residence 
permits automatically extended for two months if their certificates expire 
during the period. No extension procedure is required, and they can legally 
stay in China or leave the country during the extended period. 
 
Foreigners who need to come to China for urgent reasons such as investment, 
a business start-up or trade can apply at their port of entry for a visa or 
temporary entry permit with invitation letters. 
 
Differentiated services will be offered according to the local epidemic 
situation. Immigration authorities will immediately resume counter service in 
low-risk areas, gradually resume counter service in medium-risk areas, and 
offer emergency reservation services to accept and approve applications for 
urgent cases in high-risk areas. 
 

 

 
 

 

Indonesia 

Indonesia curbs entry of foreign visitors from Iran, Italy and South Korea 
Channel NewsAsia | 5 March 2020 
Indonesia will ban entry and transit of foreign visitors who have spent 14 days 
in cities hit by coronavirus outbreaks in Iran, Italy and South Korea, starting 8 
March 2020, the country's foreign minister said. 
 
Travellers coming from other places in the three countries will need to provide 
a certificate issued by health authorities to declare that they are healthy. 
Indonesians coming home from the three countries, especially those who had 
travelled to outbreak-hit areas, will also face an extra health examination. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Vietnam  

COVID-19: Who gets quarantined in Vietnam? 
VnExpress | 3 March 2020 
Travellers entering Vietnam from mainland China, Italy, Iran, and South Korea 
have to be quarantined for at least 14 days. Local authorities at the port of 
entry will decide where a person will be quarantined and kept under medical 
observation.  
 
If a person develops any of the symptoms associated with the novel 
coronavirus infection, her/his body fluids will be tested and she/he will be 
moved to a hospital for further isolation and treatment in case test results are 
positive for the virus. 
 

http://www.gov.cn/xinwen/2020-03/02/content_5485459.htm
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/coronavirus-indonesia-entry-foreign-visitors-iran-italy-12504958


During their quarantine period, the person will be fed three meals a day and 
provided with other essential items needed for their daily life and routines. 
 
Once doctors certify that the quarantined persons are free of the virus, they 
will be placed under additional monitoring at home or medical camps until 
doctors decide they can be discharged. 
 

 
 
Vietnam to suspend visa-free travel for Italians over coronavirus concerns 
Reuters | 2 March 2020 
Vietnam will temporarily suspend visa-free travel for Italians from Tuesday 
due to concerns about the coronavirus, the government said. “The 
government of Vietnam has decided to temporarily suspend visa exemption 
for citizens from Italy from 3 March 2020 amid fast rising COVID-19 infections 
in the European country,” the government said in a news release on Monday. 
 
Italy is one of 13 countries for which Vietnam has a unilateral visa exemption 
program that provides for a stay not exceeding 15 days, according to the 
statement. 
 
Vietnam had said on Friday it would suspend visa-free travel for South 
Koreans starting on 29 February 2020 amid concerns about the spread of the 
coronavirus. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Contact 

 

Should you have any comments or questions arising from this newsletter, 

please feel free to contact me. 

 
 
Christina Karl 
SEA Immigration Leader 
Deloitte Southeast Asia 
 
+65 6800 3997 
ckarl@deloitte.com 
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Deloitte’s 175th milestone year is the first 
anniversary to be acknowledged and 
celebrated globally. 
 
This uniquely unifying moment offers the 
opportunity to demonstrate the value of 
Deloitte’s role in the world—past and future. 
Deloitte has been making an impact that 
matters for 175 years and will continue to do 
so for many years to come. 

 

  

 

 

Dbriefs is a series of live, on-demand 
and interactive webcasts focusing on 
topical tax issues for business 
executives. Obtain your Continuing 
Professional Education (CPE) credit for 
career development when you watch 
the webcast.  
 
Subscribe for the latest webcasts. 

 

 

 

Access the latest global and regional tax 
news, information, and resources from 
Deloitte tax@hand: A digital platform 
designed for global tax professionals, 
available anytime, on any device. 

deloitte.com/taxathand 
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Deloitte refers to one or more of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited (“DTTL”), its global network of member firms, and their 
related entities. DTTL (also referred to as “Deloitte Global”) and each of its member firms and their affiliated entities are  legally 
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services. Before making any decision or taking any action that may affect your finances or your business, you should consult a 
qualified professional adviser. No entity in the Deloitte Network shall be responsible for any loss whatsoever sustained by any 
person who relies on this communication. 
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