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« LE CREUX ENTRE DEUX VAGUES »
The Fast 500 companies of 2016 matter more than ever.
The tech industry is based upon growth - and in 2016
and the next few years - growth will be harder than ever
to achieve. We will therefore rely on the Fast 500, or “the
superstars of tomorrow” to provide that growth, just when
it is needed. As an industry, technology surfs upon a wave
of platform devices that sell in the hundreds of millions of
units to consumers and enterprises. The most recent wave
ZDVFRPSRVHGRIODSWRSVDQGGHVNWRSVȵDWVFUHHQ79V
gaming consoles, smartphones and tablets.
&RPELQHGWKHVHȴYHFDWHJRULHVUHSUHVHQWQHDUO\ELOOLRQ
devices and almost a trillion dollars in sales in 2016:
WKDWȇVDELJZDYH%XWVDOHVRI79VHWVDUHȵDWGHVSLWHWKH
introduction of 4K technology. Sales of game consoles are
EDVLFDOO\ȵDW6DOHVRI3&VZHUHGRZQLQWKHODVW\HDU
VDOHVRIWDEOHWVZHUHGRZQDQGDOWKRXJKVPDUWSKRQH
XQLWVGLGJURZE\FRPSDUHGWRORZHUDYHUDJH
selling price means that the dollar value of smartphone
sales is actually declining.
Our trillion dollar wave isn’t growing fast; in fact, it isn’t
even growing at all, and will likely decline.
Meanwhile, there are new technologies that could be “next
ELJWKLQJVȋ*DUWQHUKDVLGHQWLȴHGWKHVWDJHVWKDWHPHUJLQJ
technologies go through as part of what they call the “Hype

&\FOHȋ7KHΖQQRYDWLRQ7ULJJHULVIROORZHGE\D3HDNRIΖQȵDWHG
Expectations, a plunge into the Trough of Disillusionment
(which, if I recall correctly, was also the name of a restaurant
I once ate at in Clermont-Ferrand!), then up the Slope of
(QOLJKWHQPHQWDQGȴQDOO\PDLQVWUHDPDGRSWLRQDWWKH
Plateau of Productivity.
7KH*DUWQHU+\SH&\FOHIRUFRQȴUPVVRPHWKLQJ
that I have noticed for the last few years: there are MANY

promising technologies out there… but almost all of the
potential Next Big Things are still too early, too small, and not
yet able to provide the kind of market moving growth that
WKHWHFKVHFWRUQHHGVDVWKHȴUVWZDYHORVHVLWVSRZHU
So bring on the Fast 500, the next generation of companies.
7KHKDUGHVWSDUWRIVXUȴQJLVQRWULGLQJWKHELJZDYHȐLWLV
getting in position to catch that wave before it arrives.
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