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Emergency Decree on Electronic Meetings B.E.2563 (2020)   

 

On 19 April 2020 the Emergency Decree on Electronic Meetings B.E. 2563 (A.D. 

2020) (“Emergency Decree”) was announced by Royal Gazette. The main purpose 

of the announcement of the Emergency Decree is to support the “Social Distancing” 

measures in accordance with a recommendations from the World Health 

Organization (WHO) for preventing the novel Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19). This 

in effect repealed the Announcement of the National Council for Peace and Order 

No. 74/2557 dated 27 June 2014 (“NCPO Announcement”) which was the main 

regulation for holding electronic meetings but has various limitations and was not 

practical especially in regards to the “Social Distancing” measures recommended 

by WHO.  The announcement of Ministry of Information and Communication 

Technology on The Standard for Security of the Electronic Meeting A.D. 2014 dated 

24 November 2014 (“ICT Announcement”) is still enforceable insofar that it does 

not contradict the Emergency Decree. 

 

Key updates from the Emergency Decree that will take effect on electronic 

meetings held form 19 April 2020 onwards are as follows:  

 

 In the case that a meeting is required, the meeting can be conducted through 

electronic means whereby the attendees are not required to be physically in 

the same place and the attendees can discuss, consult and express opinions 

through electronic means. There are certain meetings that cannot be might 

conducted by electronic means as stipulated in the Emergency Decree e.g. 

meetings of the House of Representative, the Senate, the National Assembly, 



meetings of making Judgements or Court Orders or other meetings shall be 

specified by subsequent Ministerial Regulations;    

 The electronics meeting must comply with the standard for maintenance of 

security for the electronic meetings as will be prescribed by Ministry of Digital 

Economy and Society and published in the Royal Gazette (this has not yet 

been announced); 

 The invitation letter and the related documents for meetings may be sent by 

electronic mail and the meeting holder shall maintain a copy of the invitation 

letter and related documents as evidence which can be stored in the form of 

electronic data; 

 In electronic meetings the meeting holder shall: - 

(1) arrange for attendees to identify themselves to join the meeting 

through electronic means prior to attending the meeting; 

(2) arrange for attendees to be able to cast votes either by open and 

secret ballots; 

(3) arrange for the minutes of meeting to be in writing; 

(4) arrange to make an audio record or an audiovisual record in the form 

of electronic data for every attendee throughout the entire period of 

the meeting except for what is considered as a confidential meeting; 

(5) retain the electronic traffic data (Log File) of every attendee as 

evidence; and  

(6) the data in (4) and (5) are considered as part of the minutes of 

meeting.  

 If there is a meeting allowance or any other remuneration that shall be paid 

to the meeting attendees, such meeting allowance or remuneration shall be 

paid to the attendees actually present in the electronics meeting; and 

 A meeting that is electronically held under this Emergency Decree shall be 

deemed a lawful meeting and the admissibility of electronic data under this 

Emergency Decree shall not be denied as an evidence in legal proceedings in 

civil cases, criminal cases, or any other cases solely on the grounds that it is 

electronic data. 

 

The Electronic Transactions Development Agency (“ETDA”) has published details of 

self-assessment reports conducted by electronic-meeting system service providers 

to assess their compliance under NCPO Announcement and ICT Announcement. 

The ETDA has not inspected or certified that electronic-meeting system service 

providers have complied with both announcements or not so the user has to 

consider the security measurement of each system service provider themselves.  

 

See more detail of electronic-meeting systems/ service providers with their self-

assessment reports that are published in ETDA’s website 

www.etda.or.th/content/e-meeting.html.   
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