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The Social Progress Index Framework asks 
universally important questions
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2018 Social Progress Index Framework
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The Social Progress Index is an aggregate 
index of social and environmental indicators that 
capture three dimensions of social progress.

The 2018 index includes data from 146 
countries on 51 indicators.

It covers 98% of the world population. 

Our best index yet
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2018 Social Progress Index results
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2018 Social Progress Index rankings (1)
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2018 Social Progress Index rankings (2)



2018 population-weighted world average 
component scores On average, the world 

scores highest on Nutrition 
and Basic Medical Care 
and Access to Basic 
Knowledge. 

But the Opportunity 
dimension, particularly on 
Inclusiveness and Access 
to Advanced Education, 
the world continues to 
lag. 
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2018: 63.462014: 61.80

On average, the world is improving

Since 2014, the world average score has improved by 
1.66 points. 

9



Over five years, 133 countries (91% of 
those measured) improved by half a point 
or more; 111 improved by one point or 
more, and 19 countries improved by 
three or more points. 
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Most improved 
countries on social 
progress 2014-2018
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Six countries declined 
on social progress 
since 2014. 



Since 2014, the world has 
improved most on Access 
to Information and 
Communications, Shelter, 
and Access to Advanced 
Education.  

The world’s average scores 
improved by more than 
three points on each of 
these components. 

From 2014 to 2018 the world improved on 9 of 
12 components of the Social Progress Index
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The greatest decline in global score was on 
Personal Rights, with an average decline of 3.88 
points. 

75 of the 146 countries on the index declined 
on this component, while 31 countries showed 
no meaningful change. 

Progress has been uneven
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Inclusiveness also showed a decrease of 
1.08 points on average. 56 countries 
declined on this component since 2014, 
while 22 countries have stagnated. 

Progress has been uneven
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Across the spectrum, 
we see how some 
countries are much 
better at turning 
their economic 
growth into social 
progress than 
others.

GDP is not destiny 

R2=0.81

16



Very few countries overperform on social progress relative to their 
income. 

And some of those that do are actually economic underperformers. 
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Marginal overperformance



A diverse group of 32 countries from every region and income 
group underperforms on social progress. Six of these 
underperformers are G20 countries. 
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Marginal under-
performance



From Index to Action 
to Impact



Our global network 
covers more than 
2.4 billion people 
across 45 
countries. 



The index captures outcomes related to 16 of the 17 SDGs in a simple but 
rigorous framework designed for aggregation, making it an invaluable proxy 
measure of SDG performance. 



Thank you

Contact
Michael Green, CEO
Social Progress Imperative

mgreen@social-progress.org
www.socialprogress.org
@socprogress
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Economic 
Development
GDP per capita

Prosperity that is 
widely shared

Social Progress
The factors which 
lead to a better life 

for individuals and a 
healthy society

How do we advance society?
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“Economic growth alone is 
not sufficient to advance 
societies and improve the 
quality of life of citizens.

True success, and growth that 
is inclusive, requires achieving
both economic and social 
progress.”

Professor Michael E. Porter
Harvard Business School and Social 
Progress Imperative Advisory Board 
Chair 
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“the capacity of a society to meet the basic human 
needs of its citizens, establish the building blocks 
that allow citizens and communities to enhance and 
sustain the quality of their lives, and create the 
conditions for all individuals to reach their full 
potential.”

We define social progress as:
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Social Progress Index design principles
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Selecting indicators
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Breakdown of data sources
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❖ TIER 1 ❖ TIER 3
1 Norway 90.26 ⬆ 20 Austria 86.76 ⇡ 40 Bulgaria 76.27 ⬆ 59 Ecuador 70.20 ⬆
2 Iceland 90.24 ⬆ 21 Italy 86.04 ⬆ 41 Barbados 75.69 ⇡ 60 Russia 70.16 ⬆
3 Switzerland 89.97 ⬆ 22 Slovenia 85.50 ⬆ 42 Argentina 74.98 ⇡ 61 Peru 70.09 ⬆
4 Denmark 89.96 ⇡ 23 Singapore 85.42 ⬆ 43 Mauritius 74.80 ⬆ 62 Jordan 69.75 ⇡
5 Finland 89.77 ⬆ 24 Portugal 85.36 ⬆ 44 Romania 74.51 ⬆ 63 Cuba 69.49 ⬆

6 Japan 89.74 ⬆ 25 United States 84.78 ⇣ 45
United Arab 
Emirates 74.34 ⬆ 64 Ukraine 69.30 ⇡

7 Netherlands 89.34 ⟷ 26 Czech Republic 84.66 ⬆ 46 Belarus 73.73 ⬆ 65 Macedonia 68.78 ⬆
8 Luxembourg 89.27 ⬆ 27 Estonia 83.49 ⬆ 47 Serbia 73.11 ⬆ 66 Oman 68.16 ⇡
9 Germany 89.21 ⇡ 28 Cyprus 82.85 ⬆ 48 Tunisia 73.07 ⬆ 67 Sri Lanka 68.01 ⬆

10 New Zealand 89.12 ⬆ 29 Greece 82.59 ⇡ 49 Brazil 72.73 ⇣ 68 Cabo Verde 67.76 ⬆
11 Sweden 88.99 ⟷ 30 Israel 82.47 ⇡ 50 Malaysia 72.72 ⬆ 69 Moldova 67.69 ⬆
12 Ireland 88.82 ⬆ 31 Lithuania 81.86 ⬆ 51 Panama 72.16 ⇡ 70 Thailand 67.35 ⬇
13 United Kingdom 88.74 ⇡ 32 Poland 81.21 ⟷ 52 Montenegro 71.87 ⟷ 71 Kazakhstan 67.26 ⬆
14 Canada 88.62 ⬆ 33 Costa Rica 80.99 ⟷ 53 Albania 71.77 ⬆ 72 Suriname 67.01 ⇡
❖ TIER 2 34 Chile 80.61 ⬆ 54 Georgia 71.14 ⬆ 73 Lebanon 66.99 ⬆
15 Australia 88.32 ⇡ 35 Slovakia 80.34 ⬆ 55 Armenia 70.87 ⬆ 74 Algeria 66.83 ⬆
16 France 87.88 ⇡ 36 Hungary 80.11 ⇡ 56 Colombia 70.69 ⬆ 75 Turkey 66.81 ⬇
17 Belgium 87.39 ⟷ 37 Croatia 79.60 ⬆ 57 Qatar 70.64 ⬆ 76 Morocco 66.51 ⬆
18 Republic of Korea 87.13 ⬆ 38 Uruguay 79.40 ⬆ 58 Mexico 70.42 ⬆
19 Spain 87.11 ⇡ 39 Latvia 79.25 ⬆

⬆ ⬇ 1 point or more
⇡ ⇣ 0.5 to 0.99 points
⟷ Little to no change 
(-0.49 to 0.49 pts)

2018 Social Progress Index results and trends (1)
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❖ TIER 4 96 Guatemala 60.41 ⬆ 115 Pakistan 49.18 ⬆ ❖ TIER 6
77 South Africa 66.00 ⬆ 97 Ghana 60.31 ⬆ 116 Lesotho 48.93 ⬆ 135 Angola 39.10 ⬆
78 Kyrgyzstan 65.79 ⬆ 98 Uzbekistan 59.55 ⬆ 117 Malawi 48.35 ⬆ 136 Guinea 39.09 ⬆
79 Bhutan 65.72 ⬆ 99 Honduras 58.06 ⬆ 118 Solomon Islands 48.19 ⬆ 137 Sudan 38.85 ⬆
80 Bolivia 65.48 ⬆ 100 India 56.26 ⬆ 119 Togo 47.78 ⬆ 138 Papua New Guinea 38.11 ⬆
81 Dominican Republic 65.34 ⟷ 101 Nepal 56.07 ⬆ 120 Laos 47.58 ⬆ 139 Burundi 37.92 ⇡
82 Mongolia 65.17 ⬆ 102 Kenya 55.55 ⬆ 121 Cambodia 47.5 ⬆ 140 Yemen 37.29 ⬇
83 El Salvador 64.97 ⬆ 103 Senegal 55.47 ⬆ 122 Côte d’Ivoire 46.64 ⬆ 141 Niger 36.69 ⇡

84 Fiji 64.86 ⬆ 104 Timor-Leste 55.11 ⬆ 123 Liberia 46.35 ⬆ 142
Dem. Republic of 
Congo 35.63 ⬆

85 Saudi Arabia 64.75 ⬆ 105 Comoros 53.61 ⬆ 124 Djibouti 46.34 ⬆ 143 Eritrea 33.74 ⬆
86 Paraguay 64.70 ⬆ 106 Tajikistan 53.09 ⬆ 125 Republic of Congo 45.85 ⬆ 144 Afghanistan 32.96 ⬆
87 China 64.57 ⬆ ❖ TIER 5 126 Cameroon 45.63 ⬆ 145 Chad 28.20 ⬆

88 Iran 63.96 ⬆ 107 Myanmar 52.31 ⬆ 127 Zimbabwe 45.26 ⬆ 146
Central African 
Republic 26.01 ⬆

89 Botswana 63.52 ⬆ 108 Bangladesh 52.18 ⬆ 128 Mali 45.06 ⇡
90 Philippines 63.36 ⬆ 109 Rwanda 52.14 ⬆ 129 Sierra Leone 44.80 ⬆
91 Indonesia 63.26 ⬆ 110 Tanzania 52.01 ⬆ 130 Mozambique 44.49 ⬆
92 Nicaragua 62.87 ⇡ 111 Swaziland 51.21 ⬆ 131 Burkina Faso 44.02 ⬆
93 Guyana 61.96 ⬆ 112 Benin 49.56 ⬆ 132 Madagascar 42.59 ⇡

94
Sao Tome and 
Principe 61.81 ⬆ 113 The Gambia 49.43 ⬆ 133 Mauritania 41.85 ⇣

95 Egypt 60.93 ⬆ 114 Nigeria 49.27 ⬆ 134 Ethiopia 41.47 ⬆

⬆ ⬇ 1 point or more
⇡ ⇣ 0.5 to 0.99 points
⟷ Little to no change 
(-0.49 to 0.49 pts)

2018 Social Progress Index results and trends (2)



GDP is not destiny: Social 
progress vs. GDP per capita



• Brazil is the only G20 
country to overperform
relative to its economic 
peers

• The US, Russia, 
Turkey, Saudi Arabia, 
China and Indonesia all 
underperform on social 
progress

• In previous years, the US 
and Indonesia were 
performing in the 
expected range

G20 social progress 
vs. GDP per capita
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G7 social progress vs. 
GDP per capita

• All G7 countries fall 
within the top 25 of the 
2018 index rankings

• Japan (89.74, rank 6) 
leads the group in 
social progress and 
scores nearly 5 points 
higher than the US, 
which comes in last 
(84.78, rank 25) 
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OECD social progress 
vs. GDP per capita

• As a group, OECD 
countries have generally 
high social progress. 

• But they have only 
improved gradually 
since 2014, with an 
average score increase 
of just 0.62 points. 
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Costa Rica (SPI of 
80.99) achieves a 
slightly higher level of 
social progress than 
Slovakia (80.34) 
despite a much 
smaller GDP per 
capita ($15,402 
compared to $29,212)

GDP is not destiny

R2=0.81
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Ghana
Ghana (SPI of 60.31) 
achieves a similar 
level of social 
progress to Egypt
(60.93) despite having 
less than half the GDP 
per capita ($3,980 
compared to $10,319)

GDP is not destiny

R2=0.81
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Country spotlights
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