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With half the year behind us and Summer in full swing there’s plenty 

to celebrate! From cheering on the badass women of the FIFA 

Women’s World Cup to shouting from the rooftops about the equally 
badass Great British Women in the Car Industry, we’re feeling pretty 

inspired! 

Take a read through this month’s news from across the industry, and 

if you haven’t already don’t forget to sign up pronto for our upcoming 

July events (including today’s Webinar on Innovation in the 
Workplace!). See you again soon! 

~~~ 

For readers who have been forwarded this newsletter – welcome! Our 

network aims to identify and celebrate the success of women in 



automotive by sharing and encouraging ways to further develop 
careers and inspire new thinking through networking, coaching and 

discussion. Please click here to opt in to keep receiving this 

monthly newsletter. 

 
 

 

WatW goes to Germany 
 

On Thursday 14 June, Sarah and Zoë attended the Women 
Automotive Summit in Stuttgart. 
 

Impressive keynote speakers Sophie Seiwald (Mercedes-Benz.io) and 
Angelika Sodian (NIO UK) gave impassioned speeches around 

diversity - both in its familiar sense, but also encouraging diversity of 

mindset, perspective and thought. Seiwald stressed that this 
refreshed attitude is not solely the preserve of senior management, 

but should be encouraged throughout organisations and supply 

chains, and instilled in recruitment processes. 
 

Common themes throughout the day included positive ownership 

journeys for the consumer – changing the traditional methods of 
selling a car as a product to delivering services; a 360⁰ memorable 

experience.  
 

In the afternoon, Zoë attended a roundtable discussion on ‘the car as 

software’ - companies that view software as their differentiator will 
find themselves closer to the consumer than their peers. As the 

needs, expectation and finances of the consumer change, auto 

companies should be flexible and able to respond accordingly. 
 

Zoë also shared a few of her personal takeaways, “I really found 

value in the discussions around how I can shape my career and set 
myself both aspirational and achievable goals. Career aspirations 

should always reflect your values and true interests. Authenticity in 

what you do and how you present yourself is key, or else burn out 
will soon follow!” 

 

 

 

Break-time 
 



The UK has just banned ‘harmful’ gender stereotyping in 
adverts. The ban has come in to force and aims to reduce the 

impact of negative portrayals in ‘limiting people’s potential’. The rule 

was proposed after an ASA review of gender stereotyping found 
evidence that these types of adverts could ‘restrict the choices, 

aspirations and opportunities’ of individuals. Read more. 

Outcry after women tech leaders are photoshopped into all-
male photograph. GQ and a group of fifteen tech leaders, including 

Jeff Bezos, are facing criticism after editing a photo of themselves to 
include two women leaders - Peek CEO Ruzwana Bashir and Sunrun 

co-CEO Lynn Jurich, into the mix. The photo has since been removed, 

but there has been condemnation for the way they have handled, 
and portrayed, diversity in their field. See the picture and read 
more.  

 

 
 

Industry Insights 
 

Ford invests $500 million in start-up Rivian. Ford beat rival 

General Motors to secure the partnership, which will provide Rivian 

with its “skateboard” architecture for an all-new battery electric 
vehicle. Rivian is a US electric vehicle start-up that has developed its 

own battery pick-up truck. Read more. 

 
BMW and JLR team up on electrification. Starting next year, the 

BMW Group will work with JLR to develop new evolutions of its eDrive 
technology, now in the fifth generation. A joint team of BMW Group 

and JLR experts located in Munich will work on development, while 

production will be undertaken by each partner in their own facilities. 
Read more.  

US votes for 5G, while EU opts for WiFi. The European Parliament 
voted against using 5G for connected cars, to ensure basic safety 

features are free of additional cellular charges to users. They wish to 

mandate automobile makers install DSRC (based on the WiFi 
standard) in cars for Europe, though legal challenges may delay this. 

Meanwhile in the US, doubts are growing over the future for DSRC 

and the use of the dedicated V2V 5.9 GHz is being reconsidered. 
Read more. 

 

 

 



   G&D’s Corner 

 

     The Broad Experience effectively captures 
the things we think about, but not always talk 

about - some of the big issues facing 
women in the workplace. The podcast 

covers such an important topic, conveying 

experiences through storytelling and intelligent 
discussions, with smart, influential guests. Join 

in the conversation about women, the 

workplace and success here! Check it out 
here. 

 

 
 

 
 

Events 
 

Think you can’t innovate? Think again! 

Our webinar series is back! This time join us on the topic of 

innovation – simply grab a cup of coffee, find a quiet corner wherever 
you may be, and dial-in. 

  

How you can drive innovation in your organisation? If you have 
ever wondered how you can translate that creative idea or invention 

into an impactful service or product, then this webinar will help you 

put this into practice.  
  

Details are found below. Don’t wait until next week to submit your 

questions! If there is anything particular you’d like to hear about, 
please drop us a line and we’ll be sure to include it. 

  
Date: Wednesday 3 July 2019 

  

Time: 15.00-15:30 
  

Venue: Online – join from the comfort of your desk! 

  
Cost: All our events are free of charge 

  

Audience: Future leaders of the auto industry – male and female! All 
are welcome. 

  
Please register your interest today and to hear more details as they 

are available! 



 

Come Dine With Women at the Wheel 

Do you work in the South West or its surrounding area (Honda, BMW 
and McLaren – we’re talking to you!), and fancy an evening of 

laughs, great food and good company? Get to know your fellow 
members of Women at the Wheel at a relaxed and convivial dinner 

hosted by WatW and industry members. 

 
Date: Wednesday 17 July 2019 

 
Time: 18:00 for 18:30 – 21:00 

Venue: Bluebells Restaurant, London Road, Ascot, Berkshire, SL5 

0PU 

Cost: All our events are free of charge 

Audience: Future leaders of the auto industry – male and female! All 

are welcome. 

Please register now to reserve your spot – spaces are limited and 

likely to go fast! 

 

We would love to hear from you. Please contact us via any of the 

paths below. 

No longer want to receive our emails? Unsubscribe 

    

 

 
 

 
 

 


