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The Report
What?
A report that measures the volume of development taking place across central Leeds and its impact. Property types 
include office, retail leisure, residential, student accommodation, education and hotels.

Where?
Leeds, covering the city core and city centre fringes.

Who?
Developers building new schemes or undertaking significant refurbishment of the following: 
Size minimum = office – 10,000 sq ft, retail – 10,000 sq ft, residential – 25 units, education, leisure and hotel schemes – 
significant schemes for inclusion.

When?
The report covers the period from January 2018 to December 2018.

How?
Our Real Estate team in Leeds has monitored construction activity across the city centre. Our field research is then 
verified with direct industry links and in-house property experts.
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Key Findings

Most student housing new starts (4) and student bedspaces under  
construction in history of Leeds Crane Survey – 2,768 compared  
to annual average of 704 (since 2007).

2,232 residential units  
currently under  
construction across  
the city centre  
(second highest in  
history of Leeds  
Crane Survey).

21 new starts –  
highest since 2007

Most Health and  
Education floorspace  
under construction  
since the start of the  
Leeds Crane Survey  
– 743,000 sq ft

Second highest  
office space under  
construction in history  
of Leeds Crane Survey  
– 804,257 sq ft
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Office space  
under  
construction
804,257 sq ft

Development Snapshot

Which sectors are the most active? (Number of schemes under construction)

7
Residential

5
PBSA

6
Office

1 Hotels

6
Education

1 Retail and leisure 
1 Healthcare 

1 Infrastructure 

Number of new starts

2017

201821

16

31

12

2007

Average
Office space  
completed 
599,897 sq ft

Health and  
Education  
floorspace under  
construction
743,000 sq ft

New completions  
in 2018 
15
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Leeds has experienced consistent levels of delivery in the office sector 
in recent years, and 2018 was no exception with the second largest 
quantum of office floorspace under construction in the history of the 
Leeds Crane Survey. Coupled with seven new starts, well above the 
annual average of four, this demonstrates Leeds’ ability to continue to 
attract new inward investment in the office market. 

1. Office

Much of this floorspace delivery comprises  
7&8 Wellington Place by MEPC, the location of the  
new HMRC hub. MEPC also commenced construction 
of 4 Wellington Place in 2018. The continued delivery 
of the Wellington Place masterplan demonstrates the 
power an anchor tenant can have in facilitating wider 
development. 

Additionally, 9 out of 15 completions seen in this year’s 
survey are in the office sector, providing approximately 
560,000 sq ft of office floorspace to the market, over 
twice the annual average of 265,751 sq ft. This has 
included Merrion House, now occupied by Leeds City 
Council. 

The city centre continues the trend identified in 
previous surveys and provides a range of office 
accommodation to meet the needs of a wide range 
of occupiers. All of the office developments which 
have completed, and all but two of the offices under 
construction, are refurbishments. 

804,257 sq ft 
of office floorspace under construction
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Each of the developments provide a different 
office product, with a range of floorplates, grades 
and locations across the city centre. For example, 
Wellington Place provides a Grade A, large floorplate 
building, whilst the refurbishment of 34 Boar Lane is a 
design-led office targeted at local businesses. 

The ability of Leeds city centre to attract a range 
of occupier types is demonstrated by Channel 4’s 
commitment to locate its Regional Hub in Leeds, which 
has been followed by announcements from supporting 
companies towards the end of 2018. The implications 
of this commitment are explored further in the Outlook 
section of this report.

Whilst outside the boundaries of the Leeds Crane 
Survey, it is also worth reflecting on the proposals 
announced for other developing employment hubs, 
namely at Thorpe Park and the White Rose Office Park. 

Thorpe Park saw a new 350,000 sq ft retail and leisure 
destination open in October, with occupying retailers 
including M&S Foodhall, H&M, Next, TK Maxx, Outfit 
and Boots. The office park also continues to grow 
with proposals announced for 900,000 sq ft of office 
accommodation. 

Proposals were announced in the summer for the 
expansion of the White Rose Office Park and the 
creation of new office space alongside residential 
accommodation and other ancillary uses. 

Both of these locations are building on proposals 
announced for the creation of new railway stations 
and will be well positioned to create new sustainable 
satellite clusters to help support the continued 
economic growth in the city centre. These locations 
allow the delivery of office products that cannot be 
met in the city centre, and by improving connectivity 
to these locations from the city centre, it will facilitate 
business linkages, benefiting Leeds as a whole. 

560,000 sq ft

2018 Annual average

265,751 sq ft

Office completions in 2018 
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In 2018 we saw record activity in the student accommodation sector 
with four new starts, the highest number in this sector in the history of 
the Leeds Crane Survey.

At the end of 2018 there were 2,768 student 
accommodation bedspaces under construction, almost 
four times the annual average (since 2007) of 704.  
A further 276 bedspaces were completed and  
delivered in 2018.

Number of bedspaces under construction

2,768
(2018)

704
(Annual average)

The scale and height of these developments is also 
notable, with two schemes providing over 750 units 
in buildings of up to 27 storeys (Unite’s White Rose 
View development) and 36 storeys (Olympian’s Hume 
House). These will be two of the tallest buildings in the 
city centre and demonstrate the continued confidence 
in investing in the student housing market in Leeds.

Development heights

36 floors
Hume House

27 floors
White Rose View

2. Student Accommodation
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The schemes reflect the national trend in the student 
accommodation sector towards the delivery of high 
quality accommodation with a range of ancillary features 
and offerings. This is in contrast to a traditional House 
of Multiple Occupancy (HMO) housing offer which has 
historically comprised the main student accommodation 
type. This replicates a trend seen in other cities and the 
move towards a high end product, particularly targeted 
at overseas and postgraduate students, that is able to 
generate significant returns for developers. 

All of the student accommodation schemes under 
construction are clustered around the Arena Quarter 
in the north of the city centre. This, in conjunction with 
the existing student accommodation in this area, will 
result in approximately 4,000 student bedspaces upon 
completion.

With a rise in the number of students residing in the 
northern part of the city centre, it is likely that a number 
of complementary services and facilities will also be 
required to accommodate the needs of residents. It 
may also be the case that build-to-rent developments 
come forward in the north of the city, to attract 
graduates to remain living in the city centre once they 
have completed their studies. 

Last year’s Leeds Crane Survey considered the 
relationship between student accommodation and the 
build-to-rent accommodation being delivered in Leeds, 
i.e. to allow graduating students to retain the same 
standard of living. Leeds City Council’s Best Council 
Plan confirms that Leeds experiences a ‘brain gain’ with 
more undergraduates and graduates moving into the 
city than leaving.1

We expect the new student accommodation and 
build-to-rent developments to support Leeds’ brain 
gain which will be reflected in Leeds’ Student Attraction 
and Graduate Retention figures over the coming 
years. As well as the growth of the rented sector, as 
reflected in the take up rates for purpose built student 
accommodation (PBSA) and build-to-rent units.

Leeds: Student housing developments
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In 2018 we saw continued progress in the education and healthcare 
sectors, with two new education scheme starts, and one in the 
healthcare sector. There is also the largest amount of education and 
healthcare sector floorspace under construction in the history of the 
Leeds Crane Survey, with 743,000 sq ft.

Health and Education floorspace under 
construction

743,000 sq ft
Education sector activity is not limited to one 
institution. New facilities are under construction for the 
University of Leeds, Leeds Beckett University, Leeds 
College of Building, Leeds College of Art and the new 
Leeds City College Campus at Quarry Hill.

The Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust is investing in 
a new Heart Theatre extension to its existing campus 
at the Children’s Hospital, located in the north of the 
city centre. 

Although the developments are spread across the  
city centre, there remains a clustering of similar use real 
estate to the north and north east of the city centre. 
These include developments by the universities, Leeds 
Teaching Hospitals and the Leeds Arts University.  
A higher education hub is now developing in this area 
of the city centre alongside the new PBSA.

Public sector support in boosting development in this 
sector remains key, with West Yorkshire Combined 
Authority (WYCA) continuing to invest in education 
opportunities including the Leeds City College’s 
Quarry Hill Campus and the Leeds Innovation District 
Partnership investing in the education cluster in the 
north of the city centre.

The Leeds Innovation District (a partnership between 
Leeds City Council, the University of Leeds, Leeds 
Beckett University and the Leeds General Infirmary) 
aims to maximise the benefits of this spatial clustering 
to bring like-minded industries and people together to 
facilitate innovation in the health innovation, engineering, 
financial and business services, data analytics and digital 
technologies. We therefore expect continued investment 
in this sector in the future.

3. Health and Education
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2,232 units 
under construction – highest since 2007

The 2017 Leeds Crane Survey reported the resurgence of the delivery 
of residential development. 2018 has continued this trajectory, with 
three new starts totalling 534 units and contributing to the 2,232 
units currently under construction. This is the second highest level of 
residential construction recorded in the Leeds Crane Survey, topped 
only by the figure of 3,839 in 2007.

4. Residential

The three new starts include Legal & General’s Mustard 
Wharf development (250 units), the former Yorkshire 
Post development (204 residential units), and Centenary 
House (80 units).

The pipeline for delivering residential development in 
the city centre remains strong, with notable planning 
permissions in place for Caddick’s SOYO development 
at Quarry Hill, Doncaster Monkbridge Phase 1 and 2 
and CEG’s Holbeck Portfolio. The next step for the city 
centre residential market will be the construction of a 
number of new tall buildings currently in the pipeline 
which will add to the city centre skyline.

All of these developments are expected to come 
forward in 2019. The continued growth in the delivery 
of residential development and strong pipeline of 
residential units show the sustained confidence in the 
market for city centre living in Leeds. Coupled with 
the proposed improvements across the city to public 
realm and transport access, particularly around Leeds 
Railway Station and South Bank, this momentum is 
expected to continue. 
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The focus of residential development is expected 
to shift to the city centre fringes, particularly with 
the developing plans for the South Bank area. 
The wholescale regeneration proposals provide 
unique opportunities for developers to create 
neighbourhoods, rather than just providing residential 
units. This opportunity builds on last year’s Leeds 
Crane Survey forecast that providing inclusive 
development will have increasing importance for 
Leeds, particularly with the public sector support for 
creating Leeds as a city for all.

Five of the developments currently under construction 
are build-to-rent products, totalling 1,397 units. Although 
2018 did not see the completion of any residential units, 
approximately 1,300 units are due for completion by 
Q2 2019, of which approximately 1,000 units will deliver 
Leeds’ first purpose built build-to-rent units, including 
Dandara’s Sweet Street development, as well as KMRE’s 
Mabgate Gateway and Kirkstall Road developments.

The 2017 Leeds Crane Survey predicted a developing 
relationship between build-to-rent accommodation 
and the city’s graduate retention rates. The delivery 
of high quality housing and quality of life will help to 
improve graduate retention rates and higher rates of 
graduate retention will drive activity in the build-to-rent 
sector. Once these developments begin to complete 
we will be able to follow this trend, to determine its 
impact in the Leeds market.

In addition to the build-to-rent market, Leeds continues 
to see the development of open market housing, with 
work continuing on the Citu scheme at Low Fold and 
JM Constructions’ development at Victoria Riverside, 
which will deliver a range of housing types including 
family housing at the former. 

Having seen little or no growth in the city centre for 
a number of years, Leeds is now starting to see the 
return of the residential market at a sustainable level 
(2,232 units under construction in 2018 compared to 
1,586 units in 2007). This level of growth is considered 
to be appropriate for the city given the existing 
infrastructure and facilities in place. 

Leeds: Residential development pipeline
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Following a slowing in hotel delivery in 2017, the last 12 months have 
seen two new hotel starts, the Hampton by Hilton at Bridge Street and 
the commencement and completion of the easyHotel at Lands Lane. 
Together these developments will deliver 297 new hotel beds to the 
budget/mid-range market. 

5. Hotels, Leisure and Public Realm 

The annual level of delivery of new hotel beds in Leeds 
has remained consistent since 2014, at around 200 
beds per annum.

The pipeline of hotel construction activity continues 
to grow, with future hotel development anticipated 
with Vastint’s South Bank proposals, alongside a 
number of new hotel planning permissions. Most 
notably, planning permission has been granted for the 
redevelopment of the former Leeds City Council offices 
in the Thoresby, Leonardo and Great George Street 
buildings, to provide a 173-bed premium hotel and a 
166-bed standard hotel. It is expected that work on 
the development will commence by Q3 2019 with the 
scheme completing in 2022.

In 2018 we saw one new start in the leisure sector, 
the West Yorkshire Playhouse redevelopment. This 
significant cultural investment for Leeds is being 
delivered alongside major public realm improvements, 
associated with the Quarry Hill campus. 

297 
hotel beds under 

construction
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In 2018 there was the continued delivery of public 
realm improvements alongside developments such as 
Vita’s Belgrave House with its associated public park 
improvements currently under construction. Pipeline 
developments include plans for significant public realm, 
further evidence of the extent of development activity 
and the significant investments the city is attracting. 

We expect to see continued activity in this regard, 
following Leeds City Council’s publication of their 
Inclusive Growth Strategy, which includes promoting 
the development of green infrastructure to achieve 
Inclusive Growth.

The provision of new public realm in Leeds is becoming 
a part of the city’s placemaking improvements, alongside 
the delivery of other commercial development. 

A number of the developments currently under 
construction will deliver supporting uses, with the 
majority of residential and office developments 
identified in the survey including some commercial 
floorspace at ground level. This is being delivered 
predominantly through ground floor commercial units, 
serving to activate the street scene particularly around 
green spaces and public realm.

Pipeline developments include 
plans for significant public realm, 
further evidence of the extent 
of development activity and the 
significant investments the city is 
attracting.
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Digital hub
Leeds has begun developing as a hub for technology, 
most recently demonstrated with the success of 
Bruntwood’s Platform building, using office space to 
facilitate the growth of technology start ups, as well  
as Allied London’s success with Leeds Dock. 

Recent announcements regarding the decision 
by Channel 4 to locate their regional hub in Leeds 
demonstrates the confidence in Leeds as a location 
that can support digital industries. 

Since the announcement, a number of other 
companies have announced relocations to Leeds. 
Leeds City Council has recently released a report 
setting out a strategy for the city to maximise the 
benefits of Channel 4 locating in Leeds, including 
the opportunity to boost the economy, create more 
local jobs and opportunities for young people. Initial 
estimates from WYCA predict over 1,200 new jobs  
will be created in the next ten years.

In November 2018 it was announced that Leeds would 
be in the first wave of UK cities to have 5G capabilities 
installed by EE. 

Two ‘innovation hubs’ are being developed in the 
city with Citu’s residential Climate Innovation District 
and the Leeds Innovation District, a partnership 
between Leeds City Council, the University of Leeds, 
Leeds Beckett University and the Leeds General 
Infirmary. Both are intended to support a clustering 
of development opportunities that would enable 
collaboration and facilitate growth.

A Smart Cities agenda is firmly on the Leeds City 
Region radar. WYCA estimates that the digital sector 
contributes £6.5 billion to the City Region economy 
and employs 102,000 people, so with the Smart Cities 
initiatives we expect this to grow. 

Infrastructure and connectivity
While there was only one small new start in this sector 
in 2018, connectivity remains a strong sector  
for Leeds with a number of proposals in the pipeline  
for future development. The only new start is for 
the new platform at Leeds railway station, alongside 
proposals to improve the appearance of the station, 
prior to its redevelopment to accommodate HS2  
with a new transparent roof to be installed in the 
southern concourse. 

Leeds City Council has undertaken feasibility work on 
the Leeds Integrated Station Masterplan, which will 
include works to improve the existing Network Rail 
station in addition to a new HS2 station and potential 
Transport for the North station improvement. The next 
phase for securing funding for these works is expected 
to take place in 2019.

The changes to the station and the introduction of HS2 
and Northern Powerhouse Rail will serve to facilitate 
connectivity through the city centre, better connecting 
South Bank with the city centre core. The plans for this 
future connectivity are already inspiring development 
opportunities in South Bank.

6. Outlook
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We expect plans for a mass transit system in Leeds to 
remain on the city’s agenda, and plans for this will be 
key to future connectivity. Leeds City Council’s plans for 
developing a Clean Air Zone in Leeds will also influence 
future proposals for connectivity to and through the 
city centre.

Finally, the proposals being carried out at Leeds 
Bradford Airport will improve national and international 
connections. The airport is seeking to increase the 
number of flights which can access the airport as well 
as improving the passenger experience by providing 
an extended passenger terminal, with a resolution to 
grant planning permission secured in December 2018 
for an extension to the existing terminal. 

Whilst located outside of the remit of this Crane Survey, 
if the airport is able to have improved accessibility and 
offer an improved passenger experience and routes, 
this will clearly have benefits for the city centre with  
Leeds becoming more attractive to business and 
leisure visitors. 
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A city for all?
The last 12 months have seen continued growth across 
all sectors, notably continuing to deliver a range of 
residential and office developments to meet a wide 
range of market requirements. The pipeline also shows 
this growth continuing. 

Leeds City Council published their Leeds Inclusive 
Growth Strategy in 2018 which sets out how the City 
Council, the private sector, universities, colleges and 
schools, the third sector and social enterprises in 
the city will work to grow the Leeds economy, whilst 
ensuring that everyone in the city contributes to and 
benefits from that growth. 

The City Council’s aim to encourage growth without the 
exclusion of certain groups is already being seen across 
the range of developments being provided, with office 
developments and investments being made to attract 
tenants from international businesses to startups. 
Further, the residential products being delivered 
and in the pipeline are proposed to meet a range of 
market requirements, with for sale and build-to-rent 
apartments, as well as family housing and supporting 
‘neighbourhood’ facilities, including commercial 
provision, public realm and connectivity improvements. 
We expect this diversity in provision to continue as the 
Inclusive Growth Strategy is applied.

This trend supports the proposals for Innovation Hubs 
across the city, where a clustering of complementary 
businesses and people will encourage compounded 
growth. We expect Leeds to continue to provide 
support for a range of types of businesses and people, 
particularly following Channel 4’s announcement to set 
up a hub in Leeds, which will bolster complementary 
industries across the digital and media sector.
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Development Table

No. Name/address Developer Main use
Total size  
(sq ft/units)

Completion 
date Comments 

1 53 Albion Street and 
33 Bond Street

Moorfield 
Group

Leisure 36,000 sq ft Q1 2018 Change of use from retail to provide 5 individual 
restaurants. This area of the city is a hub for independent 
retailers and has a unique food and beverage offer.

2 Merrion House, 
Merrion Way

Town Centre 
Securities

Office 170,000 sq ft Q1 2018 Following an 18 month refurbishment, which included a  
6 storey extension, the Council occupied Merrion House  
in February 2018.

3 7 Park Row CBRE Global 
Investors

Office 88,555 sq ft Q2 2018 The former Lloys Bank headquarters has undergone an 
£8million refurbishment. The first new tenant has been 
revealed as independent shopper marketing company FFP 
and they will be occupying the seventh floor of the property. 

4 4 Victoria Place MPS Office 11,800 sq ft Q2 2018 Grade A office space located in the heart of the Southbank 
Business District.

5 Asda Merchandising 
Centre of Excellence

ISG Office 103,000 sq ft Q3 2018 The project was delivered in just 8 weeks, completing 
in August 2018. The 103,000 sq ft unit accommodates 
a merchadising centre, training facility and office 
accommodation.

6 Avenue HQ East 
Parade

RBH/ Avenue 
HQ

Office 67,812.64 sq ft Q3 2018 Situated over five floors, 35,000 sq ft of flexible workspace, 
meeting rooms, a secret garden, downstairs theatre, on site 
eatery and roof top bar.

7 Former BHS outlet Land Securities Retail 54,400 sq ft Q3 2018 Refurbishment and subdivision of the former BHS unit for 
continued retail use, with the provision of additional leisure 
use. New Look have occupied 15,000 sq ft of the space with 
the rest of the unit still available.

8 Blenheim Point S Harrison Student 
Accommodation

180 units Q3 2018 The development of 180 ensuite bedrooms is designed 
specifically for overseas and postgraduate students.  
The University of Leeds signed a 25-year lease on the 60,000 
sq ft scheme. The construction was completed in time for 
the 2018/19 academic year.

9 easyHotel, Lands Lane easyHotel plc Hotel 93 units Q3 2018 Change of use from retail to hotel. 93 rooms, 27,482.42 sq ft 
easyHotel has conditionally acquired the 250-year leasehold 
of 14-22 Lands Lane for the development of the city’s first 
easyHotel. The purchase and conversion of the building was 
expected to total approximately £5 million.

Red text denotes new starts since last Crane Survey.
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No. Name/address Developer Main use
Total size  
(sq ft/units)

Completion 
date Comments 

10 Oasis Residence, 67-83 
Cookridge Street

X and X Estates 
Limited and 
YPP

X and X Estates 
Limited and YPP

96 units Q3 2018 A £12m student accommodation development to deliver  
96 self-contained apartments.

11 Yorkshire House  
and Hub

FORE 
Partnership

Office 83,000 sq ft Q3 2018 An 18 month £2.5m refurbishment which included a 
new entrance and reception, as well as an external 
refurbishment of the York stone cladding.

12 Mabgate Gateway KMRE Residential 92 units Q4 2018 Two buildings consisting of 92 PRS apartments with one, 
two and three bedrooms. One of the buildings was a part 
demolition and rebuild, while the second is a new-build on 
land previously used as an open air parking facility.

13 No36 Park Row CBRE Global 
Investors

Office 40,729 sq ft Q4 2018 Refurbishment of 7 storey office block to upgrade key areas, 
in particular the entrance and the reception.

14 Old School Gatsby INV 1 
Limited

Office 15,000 sq ft Q4 2018 Grade II listed office scheme offering 15,000 sq ft of work 
space. Building was formerly Leeds School Board building.

15 One Park Row Gilbanks Office 20,000 sq ft Q4 2018 Serviced office flagship project by Gilbanks. Multi million 
pound refurbishment of One Park Row.

16 Leeds Children’s 
Hospital Heart Theatre

Leeds Teaching 
Hospitals

Healthcare 8,105 sq ft Q1 2019 Multi million pound building is being constructed on stilts 
four floors above ground level so that it has direct access to 
the Leeds Children's Hospital. The new theatre is partially 
funded by donations from The Leeds Hospital Charitable 
Foundation and the Children's Heart Surgey Fund.

17 Nexus Innovation and 
Enterprise Centre

University of 
Leeds

Education 107,639 sq ft Q1 2019 £38m development by The University of Leeds comprising of 
40,000 sq ft of floor space. 

18 Victoria Riverside JM 
Construction

Residential 347 units Q1 2019 Renovation of landmark Grade II and II* listed buildings on 
the 1.3ha site. The apartment development will see over 
300 apartments delivered over five former mill buildings. 
£50m residential scheme comprising of 347 apartments. 
The former Hunslet and Victoria flax spinning mills, which 
have been derelict for over 40 years. Whole site is expected 
to complete in 2021.

19 Arts University 
Extension

Leeds Art 
University

Education 62,398 sq ft Q2 2019 The £14m expansion aims to help the college become the 
only specialist arts university in the North of England. 

Red text denotes new starts since last Crane Survey.
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No. Name/address Developer Main use
Total size  
(sq ft/units)

Completion 
date Comments 

20 34 Boar Lane LJ Real Estate Office 76,348 sq ft Q2 2019 34 Boar Lane, formerly CGU House, will be renovated into 
offices plus retail and leisure space. The developers, LJ Real 
Estate, aim to create a collaborative environment that offers 
design-led office space with top of the range technology as 
well as an exciting range of restaurants and shops.

21 12A and 12B Citu, 
Climate Innovation 
District

Citu Residential 500 units Q2 2019 The Climate Innovation District is the largest sustainable 
development in the UK. The £125m project will develop over 
500 new low carbon homes through off-site construction, 
alongside manufacturing, leisure, offices and climate 
resilient public realm. 

22 Former Majestic 
Nightclub, City Square

Rushbond Office 66,000 sq ft Q3 2019 A new 66,000 sq ft grade A office development on city 
square. The development will offer unique office space 
beside the train station.

23 84 Kirkstall Road KMRE Residential 107 units, 
88,873 sq ft 

Q2 2019 107 residential units being developed for PRS/ Student 
accommodation. Mixture of studios, 1, 2 and 3 bedroom 
duplex units. A commercial unit on the ground floor  
– 2,740 sq ft All units have been sold.

24 Leodis Square – Sweet 
Street/Manor Road

Dandara Residential 744 units Q2 2019 4 blocks of up to 12 storeys, PRS development. The 
scheme will offer 744 studio, one, two and three bedroom 
apartments – 81 studio apartments, 295 one bedroom,  
358 two bedroom and 10 three bedroom. A commercial 
space will be on the ground floor.

25 LUBS Expansion- 
Newlyn Building, 
Mount Preston Street

University of 
Leeds

Education 16,899 sq ft Q2 2019 Phase 2 of the scheme commenced early this year and 
includes the construction of a new builing on Mount Preston 
Street. The building will provide additional central teaching 
space.

26 West Yorkshire 
Playhouse, St Peters 
Street

BAM Leisure 57,32 sq ft Q2 2019 £15.8m redevelopment funded by the Arts Council, Leeds 
Playhouse and Leeds City Council to deliver a new enterance 
and circulation space, more theatre and rehearsal space 
and improvements to existing facilities, completed by major 
public realm improvements.

Red text denotes new starts since last Crane Survey.
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No. Name/address Developer Main use
Total size  
(sq ft/units)

Completion 
date Comments 

27 VITA Students, 
Belgrave House

Select Property 
Group

Student 
Residential

376 units Q3 2019 This part 7, part 11 and part 18 storey serviced student 
apartment building will have a commercial unit on the 
ground floor.

28 Centenary House, 
North Street

Avenir Works Residential 80 units Q3 2019 Originally built in 1904 Centenary House is part new 
build and part refurb of a Grade II listed building. The 
development comprise of a mix of studios, 1 beds and 2 
bed duplexes ranging in size from 376.737 sq ft to 742.71 
sq ft Amenities include an exercise room and a study room. 
Additionally there is a commercial unit on the ground floor.

29 Phase 2 Leeds College 
of Building, Black Bull 
Street

Leeds College 
of Building

Education 55,972 sq ft Q3 2019 Phase 2 of the Hunslet campus includes purpose designed 
classrooms and workshops.

30 Quarry Hill Campus Leeds City 
College

Education 166,625 sq ft Q3 2019 Will open in time for the 2019/2020 academic year and 
will house two of the colleges largest schools- School of 
Creative Arts and School of Health, Care & Public Services. 
A development including fit for purpose classrooms, 
independent learning spaces and social areas. Part funded 
by the college, the project recieved a £33.4m investment 
through the Leeds City Region Enterprise Partnership (LEP) 
Growth Deal.

31 33 Wellington Street Lancashire 
County Council 
Pension Fund

Office 124,025 sq ft Q3 2019 Office refuribishment of building formerly known as Benson 
House, previously the Leeds Headquarters of PWC. The 
building exterior will receive new curtain walling with floor 
to ceiling windows, three new feature entrances, a rear 
extension and a new feature external lighting. Law firm 
Walker Morris have taken the whole building on a 15 year 
lease in the largest pre-let office deal in Leeds in 15 years.

32 Hampton by Hilton, 
Bridge Street

Heeton 
Holdings Ltd

Hotel 204 units Q4 2019 A 204 bed hotel with associated retail, leisure and public 
realm. Proposals for an additional 4 buildings ranging from 
23 to 40 storeys to deliver 636 residential units, 99 serviced 
apartments and 108 unit aparthotel.

Red text denotes new starts since last Crane Survey.
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Red text denotes new starts since last Crane Survey.

No. Name/address Developer Main use
Total size  
(sq ft/units)

Completion 
date Comments 

33 7 & 8 Wellington Place MEPC Office 378,000 sq ft Q4 2019 7 & 8 Wellington Place comprises 378,000 sq ft of grade 
A office space over eight storeys. The offices will be the 
location of a brand new Government Hub with HMRC taking 
the space on a 25 year lease. NHS digital will also relocate 
to Wellington Place. The fit for purpose office space will 
accomodate HM Revenue and Customs and NHS Digital.

34 Mustard Wharf Legal and 
General

Residential 250 units Q1 2020 Major residential scheme with permission for 250 homes 
and 8,641 sq ft of commercial and amenity space. The 
scheme is situated next to Granary Wharf, the already 
established retail, lesiure and residential location.

35 Symons House, 
Belgrave Street

London & 
Scottish 
Student 
Housing

Student 
Residential

140,727 sq ft, 
350 units

Q1 2020 A part 9 part 23 storey, 325 unit student accommodation 
tower with 8,051.4 sq ft of amenity space. All units are studios 
varying in size from 230.3477 sq ft to 435.29254 sq ft.

36 VITA Students, 
Cookridge Street

Select Property 
Group

Student 
Residential

312 units Q3 2020 This part 6, part 16 storey student block with student 
studios ranging in size from 215 sq ft to 600 sq ft  
In addition to the amenity space for students the ground 
floor will provide a commercial unit.

37 Leeds Beckett Creative 
Arts

Downing 
Development 
and Leeds 
Beckett 
University

Education 156,076 sq ft Q3 2020 £75m development to create a Centre of Creative Arts

38 Sir William Bragg 
Building, Centre for 
Engineering and 
Physical Sciences.

University of 
Leeds

Education 168,993 sq ft Q3 2020 £96m facility for University of Leeds.

39 White Rose View, 
Unite Student Towers, 
Merrion Way

Unite Students Student 
Residential

976 units Q3 2020 Proposal for two linked tower blocks of 17 and 27 storeys. 
976 student accommodation units. The proposal was 
originally approved for 15 and 27 storey towers but an 
application was submitted and approved for an additional 2 
floors on the smaller tower. Schedule of accommodation – 
98 studios, 78 four bed clusters, 4 five bed clusters, 78 seven 
bed clusters – 258 flats in total.

Red text denotes new starts since last Crane Survey.
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No. Name/address Developer Main use
Total size  
(sq ft/units)

Completion 
date Comments 

40 4 Wellington Place MEPC Office 159,884 sq ft Q4 2020 High quality grade A office and retail space in a 9 storey 
building with rooftop terraces and views over Tower Square. 
4 Wellington Place will finalise the eastern part of the wider 
Wellington Place masterplan. It is the 9th building on the 
development.

41 Former Yorkshire Post, 
Wellington Street

YP Real Estate 
and Grainger

Residential 204 units Q2 2021 The former yorkshire post gateway site will provide  
242 PRS homes alongside 3,600 sq ft amenity space and  
a 3,277 sq ft commercial unit.

42 Hume House Olympian 
Homes

Student 
Accommodation

754 units Q3 2021 Development of 37 storey student accommodation tower 
with 754 student accommodation units. 

43 Platform Zero, Leeds 
Train Station

Network Rail Transport 1 platform Q4 2021 A brand new platform will be built on the site of the long 
stay car park on Princes Square.
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Endnotes
1.  https://www.leeds.gov.uk/docs/BCP%2018-21%20whole%20plan%20FINAL.pdf
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