Multistate tax controversy services
Florida controversy
The Florida landscape

Navigating the complexities of Florida controversy

• In an aggressive campaign to attract new business, the State of Florida
has highlighted its rapid recovery from the recession, including sustained
job growth and a budgetary surplus.
• Even with the improving state economy and related growth in tax
revenue, changes in administrative policy and interpretations have led
to increased enforcement efforts by the Florida Department of Revenue
(FDOR).
• The Florida Legislature has recently granted to the FDOR Executive

• Several options exist for contesting audit assessments:
• Prior to audit finalization, taxpayers may file a written informal protest
with the FDOR.
• Informal protests are assigned to a Technical Assistance and Dispute
Resolution conferee. The conferee reviews the arguments and may
hold an informal conference with the taxpayer (or its representative) to
resolve disputed issues.
• Upon completion of a tax audit, the taxpayer may file a Petition for
Reconsideration for review by the Division of Administrative Hearings, or
file an action in Circuit Court or the District Court of Appeal.
• Opportunities for settlement negotiations may exist during all stages of

Director greater compromise authority regarding closing agreements

the audit.

Common issues in Florida tax

Why Deloitte?

Corporate income tax:
• The FDOR is targeting out-of-state service providers and applying
itsmarket-based interpretation of the state’s sales factor regulation.
Sales and use tax:
• Auditors are increasingly taking the position that revenue from service
contracts and management agreements is taxable as fees for the license
to use real property.
Property tax:
• Recent requirements related to valuation reassessment upon a change
in ownership of real property and a change of control of a legal entity
that holds real property have added new elements to the due diligence
process for real property transactions and for transactions involving
legal entities.

Deloitte’s Florida controversy team
can help you explore potential
opportunities with:
• Audits and appeals
• Refund requests
• Private letter rulings
• Penalty and interest abatements

Our proactive approach is
based upon:
• Years of experience working with
the FDOR
• In-depth knowledge of the
state’s procedures and
informal policies
• Extensive experience involving
remediation of uncertain
tax positions, tax audit
representation, ruling requests,
and refund requests

This service summary contains general information only and Deloitte is not, by means of this summary, rendering accounting, business, financial,
investment, legal, tax, or other professional advice or services. This summary is not a substitute for such professional advice or services, nor should it be
used as a basis for any decision or action that may affect your business. Before making any decision or taking any action that may affect your business,
you should consult a qualified professional advisor. Deloitte shall not be responsible for any loss sustained by any person who relies on this summary.
As used in this document, “Deloitte” means Deloitte Tax LLP, a subsidiary of Deloitte LLP. Please see www.deloitte.com/us/about for a detailed
description of the legal structure of Deloitte LLP and its subsidiaries. Certain services may not be available to attest clients under the rules and regulations
of public accounting.
Copyright © 2014 Deloitte Development LLC. All rights reserved.
Member of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited

Christopher M. Snider
Director, Miami
+1 305 808 2377
csnider@deloitte.com

Ian E. Lasher
Sr. Manager, Tampa
+1 813 405 1930
ilasher@deloitte.com

Cathryne F. Newport
Sr. Manager, Tampa
+1 813 470 8633
cnewport@deloitte.com

Jessica M. Santis
Sr. Manager, Miami
+1 305 372 3197
jessicasantis@deloitte.com

