A modern work week.
How much can you earn in the sharing economy?
Bob is a 22 year-old aspiring architect from San Francisco who is saving up for grad school,
drives a Ford Focus, and lives in a studio apartment. He is a photography enthusiast.

He makes $1060 per week in the sharing economy.

What is the

Sharing Economy?
The sharing economy refers to
the growing marketplace of
economic agreements between
two parties, usually enabled
by a digital platform, which
enables use or consumption of
a product, service, or activity
without full ownership.

Bob’s average work week in the sharing economy:
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

Rent apartment for the night.
$200/night

Rent apartment for the night.
$200/night

All Day

FRIDAY

THURSDAY

3 out of 4

people believe they will increase
their sharing of physical objects
and spaces in the next 5 years.2

Crash on someone’s couch.

Crash on someone’s couch.

6 am
8 am
Rent out car.
$8/hr

10 am
12 pm
2 pm
4 pm

Pick up 8 grocery
orders from
Whole Foods &
Costco.
$16/hr

Provide 2-3 rides.
$14/hr

6 pm

$120 earned

+

$102 earned

3 million
people from 235 countries
have couch-surfed.3

Rent out car. $8/hr

+

$373 earned

Provide 2-3 rides.
$14/hr

Assemble furniture.
$15/hr

Photograph
grocery storefronts.
$14/hr

Work on photography.
$9/hr

8 pm

Complete data entry work.
$15/hr

+

$102 earned

+

$363 earned

= $1060
earned

How does that compare?
A sample work week for a single worker in the sharing economy is $1060, or:
For the median U.S. wage worker:1
For the average Retail wage worker:1
For the Federal Minimum Wage:

1

x52

$55,120 a year
$40,352 a year
$22,440 a year
$12,956 a year

weeks

$3 billion

How can your products and services thrive in the sharing economy?
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$26 billion

worth of the consumer
peer-to-peer rental market.4

1
2
3
4
5
6

Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2012
“Sharing Economy Research”, Latitude
“The Sharing Economy”, Fast Company, 2013
Rachel Botsman “What’s Mine is Yours: The Rise of
Collaboration Consumption”
Deloitte TMT Predictions 2013
“The Sharing Economy”, Fast Company, 2013

was raised by crowdfunding
in 2013, double $1.5 billion
raised in 2011.5

2.2 million
bike-sharing trips are taken
each month.6

